NICOSIA (AFP) — The Bahrain appeals court Sunday 
rejected an appeal from three Shiite Muslims sentenced to 
death for the murder of seven Bangladeshis burned alive 
in a restaurant fire, the defendants’ lawyers said. They 
will seek a reprieve to avoid being executed by firing 
squad, the lawyers told AFP here. The three were sen- 
tenced to death July 1 by the state security court. Four 
other defendants were sentenced to life imprisonment for 
the murder of the Bangladeshis, who were burned to death 
March 14. An eighth defendant was sentenced to a 15- 
year prison term. On March 26, Issa Ahmad Hassan Qam- 
bar, a 28-year-old Shiite, was executed by firing 
squad for the murder of a police sergeant in March 
1995. His was the first execution in Bahrain since a 
violent anti-government campaign led by Shiites 
began in December 1994. 
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U.N. envoy visits Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AP) — A 
United Nations envoy'anived 
Sunday to study whether 
Sudan is making efforts to 
hand over suspects in an 
assassination attempt on 
Egypt’s president or if it will 
face tighter U.N. sanctions 
□ext month. The official 
Sudan News Agency said 
U.N. special envoy Lakbdar 
Ibrahimi, a former Algerian 
foreign minis ter, would meet 
senior government officials 
but gave no details. 

Mussavi refuses 
to run for 


Ross seeks to seal Hebron 
deal, but Israeli demand for 
free access a major hurdle 

Settlers open fire at Palestinians; Netanyahu 
clears way for selling more settlement homes 


Iranian presidency 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A former 
Iranian prime ministpr on 
Sunday rejected growing 
calls to run for president in 
July elections, boosting tire 
chances of Parliamentary 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
Niiri to replace President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
Mir-Hossem Mussavi, who 
served as premier between 
1982 to 1989, issued a state- 
ment saying he would 
“absolutely refuse” to run for 
president, Iran's official news 
agency IRNA said without 
giving more details. Mr. 
Mussavi, an Islamic left- 
winger. was under mounting 
pressure from Iranian radi- 
cals to challenge Mr. Nateq 
Nuri, who is dose to Iran's 
paramount leader Ayatollah 
Ali Kh ame nei and nominated 
by the ruling Shiite Muslim 
clergy (see page 2). 

FBI opens 
Israel office 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
U.S. Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI)-has opened an 
office in Israel to help fight 
“Islamic terrorism,” a 
spokesman for the Israeli 
Internal Security ministry 
said Sunday. The FBI office, 
situated near the U.S. 
embassy in Tel Aviv, will also 
allow for closer cooperation 
between Israeli and American 
law enforcement authorities 
in fighting organised crime, 
the spokesman said. U.S. 

■ President Bill Clinton has 
pledged to step up the fight 
against militant groups 
accused of carrying out a 
series of deadly bombings. 

Lebanon seeks 2 
after waste seized 

BEIRUT l AFP) — Lebanon 
has issued international arrest 
warrants for two people and 
has arrested two more in 
Lebanon as part of an enquiry 
sparked by the seizure of Ger- 
man toxic waste in Beirut. 
General Prosecutor Adnan 
Addoum issued the warrants 
for Mashhour Erakat, a natu- 
ralised German who lives in 
Germany and Alfred Baynou, 
a Lebanese national who lives 
in Russia, judicial officials 
said. Two Lebanese have 
been taken in for questioning. 
They were named as Mikhail 
Andraos and Jean Baynoq. 
the brother of Alfred. 

Thieves’ fingers 

. chopped off in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Two 
thieves who were repeat 
offenders had their fingers 
amputated in southwestern 
Iran under the country's new 
Islamic penal code, a newspa- 
per reported Sunday. The 
amputations were carried out 
in the cities of Ahvaz and 
Shush in Khuzestan province, 
Jomhuri Is 1 ami daily said 
without giving a date. A third 
convicted thief is awaiting a 
verdict. The new' law, aimed | 
at halting a crime wave in the j 
Islamic republic, was recent- | 
ly passed by the parliament 
and went into force on. July 9. 
The previous version of 
Islamic law was experimen- 
tal. The Islamic law, on 
which Iran bases its legisla- 
tion. normally requires 27 
conditions before an ampu- 
tation is carried out The 
candidate must be a recidi- 
vist thief and have stolen 
from the poor or sick. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — U.S. Middle 
East envoy. Dennis Ross 
tried to seal an Israeli- 
Palestine deal on the West 
Bank town of Hebron on 
Sunday, saying a coming 
trip by Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat to 
Europe would hamper 
mediation efforts. 

An Israeli official said the 
negotiations over a Hebron 
pullout have hitched over 
Israel’s demand that its sol- 
diers have free rein in Arab 
areas of the city to prevent 
anti-Jewisb attacks. 

“It looks like most of the 
gaps and disagreements 
have been bridged and that 
(an agreement) is going to 
happen in the very near 
future,” David Bar-Dan. a 
spokesman for Israeli 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, told Israel 
Radio. 

“The main sticking point 
is the question of free 
access that Israel wants into 
the (Palestinian) area” of 
Hebron after an Israeli par- 
tial withdrawal in the west 
Bank town, he /said. 

“Instead of just having the 
right of hot pursuit, we 
would like to be able to pre- 
empt and prevent attacks 
from the Arab part of the 


LUXEMBOURG (AP) — 
The European Union (EU) 
will seek ways to secure a 
bigger political role in die 
Middle East peace process 
Monday, even though Israel 
and the United States have 
already balked at the 
thought. 

The 15 foreign ministers, 
frustrated that the EU's 
financial clout in the region 
hasn’t translated into politi- 
cal clout, were expected to 
appoint a special envoy to 
the Mideast at their month- 
ly meeting, officials said. 

First and foremost, how- 
ever, they will have to 
question whether there is a 
common will to allow the 
EU take the diplomatic lead 
instead of individual gov- 
ernments. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac had a highly visible 
diplomatic tour of the 
Mideast last week, pressing 
the French viewpoint. The 
visit overshadowed the 
EU's initiative early this 
month, when Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring was 
sent there by the 15 EU 
government leaders (see 
related story on page 12). 

“What we need is the 
capacity to work together, 
with common positions,” 
said EU commission Vice- 
President Leon Brittan. He 
urged individual EU 
nations “to refrain from 
independent action.” 

Britain wants a more 
comprehensive EU Middle 
East policy blueprint before 
sending $ucb a special 
envoy into the area. 

“We mustn’t just appoint 
a special representative and 
then try and work out what 
he's going to do, that would 
be the wrong way around.” 
said British Foreign Secre- 
tary Malcolm Rifkind. 

But any such envoy will 
fall far short of the EU 


city and not wait for a 
action to. actually take 
place.” he said. 

Mr. Ross met Mr. 
Netanyahu on Sunday and 
Israel Radio said he would 
travel to the Gaza Strip for 
talks with Mr. Arafat. The 
envoy said Israelis and 
Palestinians still had differ- 
ences to overcome. 

Earlier on Sunday. Jewish 
settlers said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government 
had put up for sale 3,000 
apartments completed years 
ago in West Bank settle- 
ments. 

‘It's clear that we have 
further narrowed the differ- 
ences that exist but we have 
not overcome those differ- 
ences.” Mr. Ross told 
reporters after meeting Mr. 
Netanyahu in northern 
Israel. 

Mr. Ross, who Israel 
Radio earlier reported had 
been seeking a 
Netanyahu-Arafat summit 
for Sunday to close the 
final differences over 
Hebron, levelled criticism 
at Mr. Arafat for taking the 
European trip. 

“Clearly the pace of nego- 
tiations is affected when the 
leaders are not here. Also 
my own presence is affect- 
ed when the leaders aren't 


vision and that of Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat 
Both seek to have a Euro- 
pean representation in addi- 
tion to the U.S. mediation 
at the Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiating table. 

The peace process and a 
larger EU role will also 
take centre stage when 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa meets his 15 EU 
counterparts later Monday. 

Israel has long seen the 
EU nations as too pro- Arab 
and fears a larger EU role 
in the negotiating process 
would undermine the 
Israeli position. 

Earlier this month, Mr. 
Arafat praised the Elf lead- 
ers saying "the Europeans 
support the Palestinian 
demands completely." 

And Mr. Chirac has done 
little to change that impres- 
sion. The French leader 
called for a Palestinian 
state and criticised Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, calling on him 
to give up Arab territory 
and to respect previous 
peace accords. 

The United States also is 
not eager to complicate the 
delicate Mideast balance. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has written to 
EU leaders with the request 
not to expand their political 
role in the peace process. 

The EU is seeking a big- 
ger role because it feels 
frustrated that its massive 
economic assistance to the 
region has in no way been 
matched by political clout 

Ireland's Spring, who will 
chair Monday's meeting, 
said it was “the EU's inten- 
tion to make an enhanced 
commitment to the search 
for progress in the Middle 
East commensurate with 
the union's economic con- 

(Contined on page 7) 


EU to name special 
envoy to Mideast 



here because part of my 
mission is very clearly to 
go back and forth between 
die leaders.” Mr. Ross said. 

Mr. Arafat was due to 
leave Gaza on Monday on a 
European tour of several 
days. 

An Israeli official had 
said the two sides were on 
the verge of an agreement 
which could be concluded 
at an Israeli-Palestinian 
summit on Sunday. But 
Palestinians said they were 


still far apart 

Asked if Mr. Netanyahu 
would meet Mr. Arafat on 
Sunday, Mr. Bar-Ill an said: 
“It may happen.” 

But Arafat aide Nabil Abu 
Rdainah said no arrange- 
ments had been made for a 
summit with Mr. 
Netanyahu. 1 — 

“There are deep differ- 
ences between the two 
positions. The same disput- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Peres says Assad had 
agreed to meet him 


SHARM AL-SHEIKH. 
Egypt (Agencies) — 
Israeli opposition leader 
Shimon Peres said on Sun- 
day that Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad wanted to 
achieve peace in 1996 and 
that Mr. Assad had agreed 
to meet Mr. Peres to discuss 
it. 

“President Assad sent me 
a message through the 
Americans saying that he 
would like to conclude 
peace in 1996," Mr. Peres 
told reporters after holding 
talks on the prospects for 
Middle East peace with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

“I said I’m ready. I have 
one condition. That is to 
promote the level of negoti- 
ation. You cannot negotiate 
on a low level where every 
once in a fortnight people 
are meeting and polishing a 
sentence. It will take gener- 
ations. 

“..So I told President 
Assad (a former air force 
pilot) what do you want. 
Fly high and fast or low and 
slow. If you want to fly 
higb and fast okay, let's 
have a meeting, if you want 
to have it in 1996. 

“I got a reply saying 'yes 
1 am ready to meet you, but 
I can’t give a date..." the 
former Israeli prune minis- 
ter said. 

Labour Party leader 
Peres lost to right-wing 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in elections in 
May in the Jewish state. 

Nearly five years of spo- 
radic peace talks between 
Israel and Syria have long 
stalled over the strategic 
Golan Heights. 

Damascus demands a 
foil Israeli withdrawal. 
Israel’s previous govern- 
ment was ready to make at 
least a partial withdrawal 
for foil peace and normal 


ties with Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu rejects 
trading occupied Arab land 
for peace. 

Mr. Peres also said Sun- 
day that Israel’s present 
government was starting to 
realise that its hard-line 
ideology would not achieve 
peace with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Peres said the legacy 
of peace accords left by his 
Labour Party was forcing 
Mr. Netanyahu to continue 
in negotiations with Pales- 
tinians. 

“Peace is not dead, and I 
don’t believe anybody can 
kill it,” Mr. Peres said. "It 
can be postponed, it can 
encounter some difficulties, 
but I am sure tins is the real 
future." 

Mr. Peres said he dis- 
cussed the peace process 
with Mr. Mubarak but gave 
no details of their nearly 
two-hour meeting. Mr. 
Mubarak later spoke to 
Israeli reporters, urging 
peace and saying no more 
money should be spent on 
Mideast wars. But he also 
offered no details of the 
session with Mr. Peres. 

The two men, partners in 
the peace process when Mr. 
Peres was in office, had not 
met since April when Me. 
Peres took part in a summit 
of world leaders on terror- 
ism in this Red Sea resort. 

At the time Israel was hit 
with a series of bombings 
that killed more than 60 
people and played a role in 
Mr. Peres’ electoral defeat 
in May. 

Mr. Netanyahu promised 
in his election campaign to 
achieve peace with securi- 
ty, but Mr. Peres said Sun- 
day that the approach of 
Likud Party leaders 
amounted to offering the 

(Continued on page 7) 


King meets Peay, senior British officer 



His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday meets Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Bradford Peay, head of the U.S. Central Command (Petra 


AMMAN ( Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday received the head 
of the U.S. Central Com- 
mand, Lieutenant General 
Binford Peay, in the pres- 
ence of Prune Minister and 
Minister of Defence Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Discus- 
sions during the meeting 
covered bilateral ties 
between Jordan and the 
U.S., especially in defence 
and military fields as well 
as joint training pro- 
grammes. 

Attending the meeting 
was Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs-of-Staff Held Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
and American Ambassador 
to Jordan Wesley Egan. 

Gen. Peay left Amman 
later on after a three-day 
visit. He was seen off at the 
airport by Held Marshal 
Mirai. 


photo) 

The King also received 
the Middle East adviser to 
the British cbief-of-staff, 
Hew Pike, and discussed 
with him bilateral ties in 
defence and military fields 


and means of cooperation 
in joint training. Prime 
Minister Kabariti and 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh attended the 
audience. 


Kabariti holds talks with Husseini, 
reaffirms support for Palestinians 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Sunday reiterat- 
ed Jordan's support for the 
Palestinian people in their 
negotiations with Israel 
and efforts to reconstruct 
Palestinian institutions and 
establish ap independent 
Palestinian state on their 
soil. 

Speaking during a meet- 
ing in his office with Faisal 
Husseini, who is in charge 
of the Jerusalem portfolio 
in the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), Mr 
Kabariti called for concert- 
ed efforts to salvage foe 
peace process and to 
achieve a just and lasting 
peace in the region. 

Mr. Husseini briefed Mr. 


Kabariti on foe latest devel- 
opments in foe Pales tiflian- 
Israeli negotiations. The 
meeting was held in the 
framework of Jordanian- 
Pales tinian coordination 
and consultations in all 
fields. 

Highly praising Jordan- 
ian-Palestinian relations. 
Mr. Husseini said after the 
meeting that the two sides 
maintain a very strong 
relationship which is need- 
ed for both , sides to deal 
with the new political 
developments. 

He said the disputes 
between foe Israeli and foe 
Palestinian negotiators over 
the Hebron question rose 
because Israel refuses to 
implement foe agreements 


it has signed with the 
Palestinians. 

“Israel is duty bound to 
implement foe agreements 
which include ample pro- 
visions for ensuring Israel's 
security needs and we are 
ready to reach agreement 
on details that can guaran- 
tee these needs,” Mr. Hus- 
seini added. 

He said Israel wants to 
introduce changes, to the 
agreements so as to include 
clauses connected with 
security but “we are reject- 
ing this demand because a 
change in the original 
agreement on Hebron could 
serve as a precedent for 
changing all the agree- 

( Continued on page 7) 


KDP 
likes 
to delay 
peace 
talks 

ERBIL (AFP) — The 
Iraqi-backed Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
would tike to delay peace 
negotiations with a rival 
faction until after foe U.S. 
elections when “circum- 
stances are riper,” a KDP 
official said Sunday. 

“There is an agreement In 
principle ro lead a new 
round of negotiations in 
Ankara under American, 
British, and Turkish super- 
vision but the exact date 
has not yet been fixed.” 
KDP official Fadel Mirani 
said. 

“It might be useful to 
delay this meeting for two 
weeks, if foe concerned 
parties agree ” he added. 

He said his party had not 
officially requested a delay 
but it would be preferable 
“so that foe circumstances 
are riper and the ceasefire 
consolidated.” 

A U.$.-brokered cease- 
fire went into effect on 
Thursday, with some vio- 
lations reported. 

Mr. Mirani said the Nov. 
5 U.S. presidential elec- 
tions were “one of the fac- 
tors" making a delay in the 
negotiations desirable. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Robert Petietreau, 
who negotiated the cease- 
fire between the KDP and 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK), said Satur- 
day that the negotiations 
would be held in Ankara 
next week. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Tehran sceptical over 
U.S. call for dialogue 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iran met with 
scepticism on Sunday a proposal from the 
United States for a dialogue to resolve out- 
standing problems, saying the offer did not 
sit well with Washington's hostile policies 
toward Tehran. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Mahmud Vaezi 
said Thursday’s offer by U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs 
Robert Pelletreau “does not tally with 
America’s present hostile policies and acts** 
against the Islamic republic. 

“If the Americans take the realities of the 
(Gulf) region into account, they will realise 
that a revision" is needed in their foreign 
policies, be said, quoted by newspapers. 

The U.S. official said the United States 
has always been willing to enter into nego- 
tiations with Iran to repair ties that have 
been strained since the ouster of the pro- 
American Shah in the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion. 

‘There is no change in our policy. It is an 
aspect of the U.S. policy that we are w illing 
to enter an authorised dialogue with the 
government of Iran,” he told reporters dur- 
ing a visit to the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

He said issues included Iran’s support to 
terrorism, its opposition to the Middle East 
peace process, its subversion of some 
friendly states, its desire to acquire 
weapons of mass destruction and its 
aggressive attitudes. 

bran has rebuffed repeated U.S. offers to 
enter into a dialogue, accusing the Ameri- 
cans of seeking to dominate the region. 

Washington broke diplomatic ties with 
Tehran in 1980 after radical students seized 
the U.S. embassy here and its staff in 
Protestant U.S. support for the Shah. 

In June 1995, the United States imposed a 
unilateral economic embargo against Iran 
and tightened it in August by seeking to 


punish non-U.S. firms making investing 
more than 40 million dollars a year in Iran's 
oil and gas industry. 

Quoting an unnamed official, the hardline 
Iranian daily, Jomhuri Island, said Sunday 
that Washington’s offer of dialogue “will 
again not receive a positive response" from 
Iran. 

“Washington has lost its credibility and if 
it likes it can continue its hostile policies 
and witness its growing isolation." the offi- 
cial said. 

Iran has praised the international commu- 
nity, mainly Europe, for rcfusinging to join 
U.S. economic sanctions against Iran, say- 
ing it had led to U.S. “isolation." 

the Iran news, which is close to the gov- 
ernment, said relations could be improved 
if U.S. President Bill Clinton removed the 
“pro-Zionist advisers” from his team. 

It singled out Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, whose removal the paper said 
could “pave the way for reduced hostilities 
in U.S. foreign policy” towards Iran. 

Iran uncompromising stand towards 
Israel has been at the centre of much of the 
tension with the United States. 

Mr. Pelletreau on Saturday reiterated that 
Washington would like to hold talks with 
Iran on bilateral differences, including 
Tehran's “support to terrorism”. 

The dialogue should focus on “real differ- 
ences between the two countries such as 
Tehran’s support to terrorism, its opposition 
to the Middle East peace process and its 
desire to acquire weapons of mass destruc- 
tion,” the UAE's Khaleej Times quoted 
assistant secretary of state Mr. Pelletreau as 
saying. “We would also like to discuss with 
the government of Iran its intervention in 
the affairs of other Gulf states,” he said. 

Mr. Pelletreau met Abu Dbabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Khalifa Ben Zayed on Satur- 
day for talks on bilateral ties. 


Nateq Nuri candidate for presidency 



Deminers cover mines, rockets and bombs before destroying them outside Kabul as part of the dem i ni ng pro- 
gramme of the Afghan Technical Consultant (ATC) on Saturday. Hours later bombers struck at Kabul airport in 
the first night time raids in memory. The aid group has destroyed about 50,000 bombs and mines since 1995, all 
collected in and around Kabul (Reuters photo) 

One-month Islamic Taleban reign 
draws mixed feelings from Kabulis 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
ruling conservative clergy has 
nominated parliamentary 
speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nuri 
to replace President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani after the 
July elections, newspapers 
said Sunday. 

The Association of Militant 
Clergy (AMO. a grouping of 
influential right-wing clergy- 
men in Tehran, overwhelm- 
ingly selected Mr. Nateq Nuri 
as its candidate in a meeting 
on Wednesday, said the 
Akhbar daily, which is close 
to the president. 

The main Shiite Muslim 
dignitaries in the holy city of 
Qom in central Iran also 
opted for the speaker after 
“intensive" discussions on 
Thursday, it added. 

Mr. Rafsanjani will have 
served two consecutive four- 
year terms by July and is not 
allowed to seek a new man- 
date under the constitution. 

The president’s moderate 
supporters tried to lobby for a 
constitutional amendment to 
allow him to run again, but 
faced strong opposition from 
the conservatives. Mr. Raf- 
sanjani himself has opposed 
revising the constitution. 

The AMC and satellite con- 
servative groups have 
launched an intense drive in 
the past weeks to convince 
the religious-political hierar- 
chy in holy cities to back the 
nomination of Mr. Nateq 


Nuri. who is close to Iran's 
paramount leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. 

Islamic left-wingers, at 
sharp political odds with the 
conservatives, have 

unleashed their own cam- 
paign in favour of former 
Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mussavj, who has yet to 
decide whether to run. 

On Tuesday, left-wing stu- 
dents held a rally at the 
Tehran University campus in 
support of Mr. Mussavi, who 
held office between 1982 to 
1989, but the former premier 
does not enjoy the backing of 
Ayatollah Khamenei or the 
conservative-majority parlia- 
ment. 

The rightists beat a coali- 
tion of moderates and left- 
wingers in the April legisla- 
tive elections which were 
seen as a dress rehearsal for 
the presidential polls. 

The Iranian press has raised 
the names of other possible 
candidates including Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, 
Vice-President Hassan Habibi 
and former intelligence chief 
Mohammad Mohammadi 
Reyshahri. 

Women could be judges 

Iranian authorities are con- 
sidering allowing women to 
serve as judges for the first 
time since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, when they were 
banned from the profession. 


Chief Justice Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi was quot- 
ed as saying Sunday. 

“The possibility for women 
to become judges is currently 
under study," newspapers 
quoted him as saying. 

Women were expelled from 
the courts after the revolution 
which imposed a tough inter- 
pretation of Islamic law. But 
amid calls for a greater social 
role for women, the Iranian 
parliament approved in 1994 
a law allowing women to be 
legal advisers to the courts. 

Islam does not explicitly 
forbid women from becoming 
judges prompting the clergy 
here to take opposing views 
on the issue. The orthodox 
ones argue that women are 
feeble in spirit and could 
buckle under the demands of 
the profession. 

For the past two yeans. Iran- 
ian authorities, notably Aya- 
tollah Khamenei, have been 
trying to convince the conser- 
vative clergy to agree to a 
greater role for women. 

Iran's reformist clergy have 
been calling for a more mod- 
em interpretation of Islamic 
teaching to conform with the 
new realities. 

A seminar was held here in 
September on the works of 
the late Ayatollah Moghaddas 
Ardebili, known for his his- 
toric fatwa (religious decree) 
authorising women to be 
judges. 


KABUL (R) — For many 
Afghans in Kabul, it has 
been a difficult month 
under the rule of the purist 
Islamic Taleban, but not for 
everyone. 

The twin issues of women 

— barred from most work 
and education under the 
Taleban ‘s strict interpreta- 
tion of Islam's sharia law 

— and security, the best in 
recent memory, reach deep 
into daily life. 

■It is not a simple question 
of gauging the popularity of 
the Taleban, who emerged 
from the morass of faction- 
al fighting to sweep much 
of the country under their 
control and free Kabul of 
fighters people said had 
preyed on them far too 
long. 

On the surface, many 
remain relatively happy 
with the Taleban, who cap- 
tured the city without a 
fight on SepL 27. There is 
no longer corruption, rob- 
bery and extortion that 
made life so difficult for so 
many. 

There are also those who 
have benefitted from the 
Taleban’s Islamic code. 
Sales of Burqas — the all- 
embracing cloak with a 
mesh over the eyes that ali 
women must wear in public 

— have blossomed. 

“For me, life has never 
been better,” said 
Mohammed Asiam, who 
dyes Burqas for a living. He 


said their price had risen 
about 70 per cent to 

550,000 afghanis ($35). 
beyond the means of most. 

Women have suffered in 
many ways, although more 
are now appearing in public 
and some have even gone 
back to work. But for those 
who depend on them for a 
living, the picture is far 
from rosy. 

Gbulam Sarwar, who runs 
a cosmetic store next door 
to three beautician shops 
which have remain shut for 
the past month, says busi- 
ness is terrible. 

“Some women sneak in to 
buy something to wear at 
home, but otherwise it's 
hopeless." he said. “People 
are also afraid about the 
future, so they're not 
spending anything." 

Across the street. 38- 
year-old Ezmaray’s wom- 
ens' shoe business is hurt- 
ing badly. 

"Before, women would 
buy shoes like this to go to 
the office, but now they 
stay at home ” he said 
Before the Taleban arrived, 
he sold up to 300 pairs a 
month. So far this month, 
he has sold 10 . 

Other businesses have 
also suffered from Taleban 
edicts. A ban on music and 
television has hit vendors 
such as Najib, 14, who sells 
music tapes from a stall in 
central Kabul. 

Soon after the takeover. 


some Taleban warned him 
gently to remove the tapes 
or they would be destroyed 
Najib said he sold them to 
areas in the north controlled 
by the more liberal Uzbek 
chief Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum. and bought in Taleban 
material. 

This consists, he said of 
chants extolling the virtues 
of the Taleban and their 
heroic commanders, most 
of it recorded in Afghan 
refugee camps in Pakistan. 
Sales have plummeted from 
20 tapes a day to five at 
most, he said 

“Very few people are buy- 
ing this stuff and all of them 
are Taleban,” he said. Najib 
said he will give up the 
business and go home to his 
village when he has shifted 
his stock. 

A few hundred metres 
(yards) away, between the 
stalls of vendors which spill 
on to the street, shopkeeper 
Mohammad Nasir, 26, is 
more sanguine, his electri- 
cal shop was hit by the 
Taleban takeover, but be is 
keeping an open mind 

“I figured they didn't like 
televisions and video, so 
I’ve put them away, but 
power has been so irregular 
I wasn’t selling a lot any- 
way,” he said 

Few are willing to be 
drawn on whether they 
want the Taleban gone. 

But shoe-seller Ezmaray, 
attaching Pakistani-made 


soles to Thai-made uppers 
and putting the results in 
boxes marked “made in 
Britain'', is dismissive of 
the Taleban policies. 

“Anyone can bring peace 
to this city. But I call on the 
Taleban to allow women to 
go out of their homes. This 
city is full of widows 
whose households have no 
breadwinners. They should 
be allowed to work,” he 
said 

Others are critical of the 
continuing war. blaming all 
factions for failing to down 
their weapons and the Unit- 
ed Nations for what they 
say is its failure to impose a 
solution. 

“These people are fight- 
ing over our city. It is our 
city. We can run it. police it 
and make it work ourselves. 
If the U.N. would disarm 
the factions, we could easi- 
ly reach peace," said a 
judge who has not worked 
since the takeover. 

An engineer, who worked 
on the city’s tram service 
until it was destroyed in 
fighting a few years ago, 
agreed 

“These people have taken 
Islam too far, beyond what 
we think is meaningful. I 
don't want to go so far as to 
believe there will be peace, 
but I don’t chink this kind of 
peace means anything," be 
said. 


UAE says / 
160,000 { 
illegals 
have left 

DUBAI (R) — More than 

160.000 illegal workers have 
left the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) ahead of a new law 
cracking down on unlawful 
foreign labour, the interior 
minister said on Sunday. 

The minister. Lieutenut- 
General Mohammad Said A! 
Badi, tokl reporters after 
opening a seminar on securi- 
ty and the media that the 
crackdown aimed at "rectify- 
ing an unbalance in the pop- 
ulation and targetted all 
nationalities, not a specific 
one." 

"The number of violators 
who have left the country 
until now stands at over 

160.000 from various nation- 
alities,” Mr. Badi said. 4 . 

His remarks were carried 
by the official news agency 
WAM. 

The UAE government, 
saying illegal aliens are a 
threat to the oil-producing 
country's security, has told 
them to leave or legalise their 
stay by the end of October. 
Diplomats say as many as 

200.000 could leave by the 
deadline. 

Thousands of foreign 
workers — primarily from 
(he Indian subcontinent but 
also from South-East Asia — 
have been rushing to leave to 
avoid tough penalties when 
the new law takes effect on 
Nov. 1 

If they are caught after the 
deadline, they face punish- 
ment including fines, prison 
terms and deportation. 

Foreigners make up about ... 

75 per cent of the 2.4 million * 
population in the UAE. 
Many came to the country 
legally, but broke the law by- 
failing to leave when their 
visas expired or by working 
for employees other than 
their sponsors. 

Saudi moves 

Saudi Arabia's minister of 
labour told private compa- 
nies to meet a Nov. 1 1 dead- 
line to increase the number 
of nationals on their staff by- 
five per cent or face sanc- 
tions. Saudi newspapers said 
on Sunday. 

“AH private sector firms 
should achieve at least this 
minimum target by Nov. 1 1 
they quoted Mousaed A1 
Sinani as saying. 

He added that u ministry 
committee will check and ■ 
violators will be punished. 

The move is in line with a 
1995-2000 development 
plan, which set a target of ? 
creating 659.900 jobs for 
Saudis by the end of the cen- 
tury. Some 319.500 expatri- ' 
ate workers are to be gradu- 
ally replaced by Saudi citi- 
zens. 

About five million expatri- 
ates work in Saudi Arabia, 
which has a population of 
about 17 million. Fewer than 
seven per cent of private sec- 
tor employees are Saudi, 
economists and bankers say. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Muppet Show 

14:30 The Bold and die Beau- 
tiful 

15:00 ..Varieties — L'lntgrale 

15:30 Doc. — Travelling 

Gourment 

16:00 Nature’s Inventions 

16:30 Hey Dad 

17:00 News Hash 

7:01 Destiny Ridge 

f:00 Magazine — Dassiopfe 

i:00 Le Journal 

15 ...Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

^0 News Headlines 

Rosanne 

20. Documentary 

20: - Cinema, Cinema 

2Itl» ,The Lazarus Man 

22:0tf jVews in English 

22:25 . Mini-Series — Final 
Justice ‘ 

--Bodies of Evidence 
23:59 Dad's Army 

***« TIMES 
SgJ -Fajr 

0 $ .(Sunrise) Duha 

«£:: 

Assmb,te <>fG wiclumllTeL 


632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Amumkatkra 
TeL 637440. 

De h Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Tara Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 

654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail with skies 
partly cloudy. There will be a 
chance for scattered showers in 
the northern and central parts 
of the Kingdom with winds 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman - 09/20 

Aqaba 14/27 

Deserts 08/21 

Joirian Valley 15/28 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 18, Aqaba 25 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 46 per 
cent. Aqaba 57 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Thsluq 757253 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim ....830432 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 893542 

Dn Balyal Bader. 832642 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
A! Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
A1 Salam pharmacy... 636730 
Yacohb pharmacy -..—.644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

DcMazenAbuBalrir 276852 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walk! Nabhan .995743 

Khalifeb pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 


CmlDeferceDepartmexi — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .....199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank.._. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police— 896390 

Public Security Dept - 630321 

Hotel Complaints. 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

W*r i&Sews^p Cbmpbias -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis - .623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs- - 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 
Electric Power Co.— «... 636381 
RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia ImL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —81381332 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ,-642362 

Maihas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ... — ,607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .—.669131 


University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajreen .-.777101/3 

Al-Bashin. .775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery — -..-865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


Zarqa 

.(09)983323 

National Hospital 

— (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hflcma Modem Hospital 
snQYQonoqn 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Greek 

Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 
402)272275 

Ibn AJ 

Nafees Hospital 
(021247100 

AQABA: 


Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at r the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 


(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


07:15 

08:35.. 

(RJ) 

08-55 

Jeddah 

09:45.. 

09:50 

10:05.. 

: New Delhi (RJ) 

.Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
Beirut (RJ) 

15:45 . 

Zaeerb (RJ) 

16:20. 

Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 

London (RJ) 


16:45 New York, ArasterdamflU) 
18:15 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi(add) 
( RJ ) 

19:05 — Bangkok (RJ) 

22:10 London (RJ) 

22:10 Lamaca (add) (RJ) 

22:20 Casablanca (RJ) 

02:59 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:40.. Jakana. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09 JO Cairo (MS) 

09:45 Khartoum (SD) 

12:40 Bahrain (GF) 

14:20 Athens. Beirut (Q7) 

15:05 -Vienna (OS) 

21:00 ....Paris, Damascus 1 AF) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 


00:30 - London (BA) 

01:20 Amsterdam. Damascus 
IKL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:20 -.-.....—.......Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 .Zagreb (RJ) 

09:50 Casablanca (RJ) 

UKKL-Anstetdam, Chicago (RJ) 

11:15. .JLoudon (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 Frankfurt (RJ ) 

19:00 Lamaca (RJ ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:00 — ............. Jeddah (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

22:50 Damascus (RJ) 

23:40 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights 

JJeirut, London (BA \ 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

10:20 Cairo (MS) 

1L00 Khanoum (SD) 

13:30 Bahrain (GF) 

15:15 Doha (Q7) 

15:5 ® Vienna (OS) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 ....Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam (RL) 

03:00 Beirut, Athens (OA) 

07:35 Damascus. London(BA) 
Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


09:50 Marka Airport (from 
QAIA) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman — &00 am eway Monday 

Ail Damascus 5:00 pm every Mcaxtr.- 

Dep. Damascus __7;30 ajn e\exy Sunday 
AiLAnmai SQ0 pm every Surcby 

MARKET PRIPF.S / 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana .500/500 

Banana imukhammar) ..420/420 

Banana (imported) 850/650 

Cabbage 100/60 

Cant* -280/150 

Cauliflower. 270/1 80 

Cucumber (large) 270/lSQ 

Cucumber (small) 320/180 

EggpfcnL 220/130 

Garlic .720/500 

Grapes .450/420 

Guava .600/400 

Lemon 380/220 

Marrow (large)- 240/140 

Marrow (small) -320/220 

Onion (green) — 300/180 

Onion (dry) 130/80 

Olive 300/400 

Pear - 350/420 

Pepper (hot) -360/200 

Pepper (sweet) 380/240 

Pomegranate -360/251# 

Pbtata 340/200 

Spinach — 280/180 

String Bean..— 520/320 

Tomato - — .260/170 
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HRH Princess Ghida Talal Sunday inaugurates the 1996 Bani Ham] da fall exhibition . 
entitled “Race the Trend 7 ' at the Citroen-Dirani Showroom in Shmeisani (Petra 
photo) 

Princess Ghida Talal opens 
Bani Hamida fall exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Deputising for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, HRH Princess 
Ghida Talal opened the 
Bani Hamida 1996 fall 
exhibition entitled “Race 
the Trend," organised by 
the Jordan Society for 
Development (JSD) at the 
Citroen-Dirani Showroom 
in Shmeisani. 

According to a Royal 
Court statement. Princess 
Ghida, who is JSD's Hon- 
orary Vice-Chairperson, 
expressed pride in the pio- 
neering efforts of the Bani 
Hamida Women's Weaving 
Project, which has been 
transferred from the U.S.- 
based Save the Children 
organisation to the care of 
JSD. 

“Race the Trend" is one 
of Bani Haraida's most 
original exhibits, tracing 
the evolution of man from 
the “charcoal and fire" 
series of the “When Oceans 
Merge” collection and 
inspired by the Internet's 
mosaic of colours and 


nations, the statement said. 

This fall. Bani Hamida 
introduced and revived the 
three-dimensional “Saha" 
technique, traditionally 
employed by the nomadic 
Bedouins of Jordan. 

Two of Norway's leading 
an specialists on textiles, 
carpets and tapestries have 
designed rugs for this exhi- 
bition. the statement said. 
According to Bani Hamida 
Production Manager Salwa 
Sukhun. all weavings now 
incorporate Bani Hamida 's 
distinctive logo, to counter 
the problem of “cheap Bani 
Hamida imitations." 

According to the state- 
ment, the JSD was estab- 
lished last May and is a 
non-profit organisation 
dedicated to improving the 
“financial, cultural, health, 
social and environmental 
standard of living of com- 
munity members through 
comprehensive develop- 
ment programmes." 

Bani Hamida. was found- 
ed in 1985 as part of a 


national effort initiated by 
Queen Noor. JSD's Hon- 
ourary Chairperson, to 
revive and promote Jor- 
dan's heritage, increase 
work opportunities for low- 
income families and 
enhance the status of 
women as wage earners 
and decision-makers in 
their communities. 

By training women to 
generate income and plac- 
ing them in managerial 
positions, the project has 
empowered a whole com- 
munity of women, enabling 
them to continue the educa- 
tion of their children, and 
especially their daughters 
while raising standards of 
living. 

The statement said that 
Princess Ghida was 
received by JSD Chairman 
Ja’far Toukan. Bani Hami- 
da Project Manager 
Natasha Shawarib and Save 
the Children Deputy Direc- 
tor Mike Austin. 


Jordanian, Russian friendship 
societies sign protocol 


AMMAN (Petra) — Friendship Soci- 
eties in Russia and Jordan signed “a pro- 
tocol on cooperation and friendship" and 
pledged to organise activities to further 


boost bilateral ties. 

Heads of the two societies Akef Fayez . 
from Jordan and Professor B. Yuri of 
Russia signed the agreement initiating a 
programme of visits by Jordanian and 
Russian delegations to promote cultural, 
social and scientific cooperation. 

The protocol provides for organising 
conference workshops and other meet- 
ings, to invite scholars and experts to take 
part in scientific activities and to take 
measures to boost tourist artistic, trade 
and cultural exchanges between Russia 
and Jordan. 

The protocol also calls for the develop- 
ment of existing cooperation in health 


affairs and higher education. 

Following die protocol's signing. Pro- 
fessor Yuri addressed a press "conference 
lauding Jordanian efforts to promote 
health, tourist, educational and social 
development in the Kingdom. 

He spoke shortly before his departure 
following a three-day visit to Jordan and 
stated that be had benefited from the visit 
during which he met with parliamentary 
speakers and heads of various organisa- 
tions. 

The professor stated his hope that the 
visit would open the way for wider 
avenues of cooperation as well as fiirther 
exchanges of experiences and ideas. 

Dr. Yuri also said that he held meetings 
with Jordanian specialists to discuss 
medical treatment of children suffering 
from birth-trauma injuries. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* ‘‘Melo’' at the French Cultural Centre 
at 8:00 p.ra. 

ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

♦Two films entitled “Per grazia rice- 
vutsr" (For Favours Received" and 
‘‘Nemici d’infanzia” (Childhood Ene- 
mies) at the Royal Cultural Centre 
respectively at 5:00 pan. and 8:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* ‘<New Archadogical Discoveries in A1 
Fedein and Hayan A1 Mashref in 
Mafraq Goveraorate” (in Arabic) by 
Abdul Qader Hosan at tbe Friends of 
Aracbeology Centre (TeL 696682). 

EXHIBITIONS 


* 1 “Timeless Weaving and New Creations 
— Home Furnishings and Accessories” 
at tbe Jordan Crafts Development Cen- 
tre ( A1 Aydi). Jabal Amman, Second Cir- 
cle, until Oct. 31. 

* Jordan Industries Expo at Amman 
International Auto Exhibit, Airport 
Road, until Nov. 1. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Sa’id Had- 


dadin at Orfali Art Gallery, Um 
Utheina. until Nov. 5. 

* Bani Hamida Women’s Weaving Pro- 
ject "96 fall exhibition ‘Race tbe TVend” 
at Citroen-Dirani Showroom, Shmeisani 
until Nov. 3. 

♦Egyptian products exhibition at the 
International Exhibition Centre, Marj 
A) Ha mam, until Oct 29. 

♦ Exhibition of •‘Visual Forms*’ by 
Abdul Latif A1 Smoodi at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens St, until Oct 30. 
♦Exhibition of children’s books at Baya 
Cultural Centre, until Oct 29. 
♦Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, 
Doors and Windows” comprising pho- 
tos by Julia Reinholt and paintings by 
Riham Ghassib at the Gallery, the 
InterContinental Hotel, until Oct 32. 
♦Works by Mohammad Nasrallah at 
Daral A1 Fun tin, Jabal Weibdeh. Also 
displaying abstract (plastic) art by Nabil 
She had eh and works by contemporary 
Arab artists, until Nov. 13. 

♦“Wadi A1 Faynan Art Exhibition" — 
works by several artists inspired by 
Wadi Faynan at Balka Art Gallery, until 
Oct 31. 

♦Works by Ghada Dahdaieh at tbe 
French Cultural Centre, until Oct 29. 


Property damaged by sports riots 
will be studied, says Kabariti 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Sunday 

announced that the gov- 
ernment is determined to 
put a final end to rioting 
in sports facilities ana 
ensure appropriate safety 
measures for sports 
events. 

Spe akin g at a meeting 
held in the prime ministry 
and attended by several 
cabinet ministers and 
heads of pertinent organi- 


sed Sports Stadium, 
Jabal Hussein and Abdul 
Nasser Plaza. 

They • will concentrate 
on property damage and 
ways of ensuring safety 
and protection for public 
and private institutions, 
he said. 

The prime minister 
described those who par- 
ticipated in the distur- 
bances, following a soc- 
cer match between the 
Faisali and Wihdat clubs. 



sations, Mr. Kabia ri , a s a group of people har- 
affirmed that the govern- bouring hatred for the 
raent will study all com- country. Mr. Kabariti also 
plaints raised by store- stated government appre- 
owners and other busi- ciation of the police for 

ness people within the their immediate control- 

vicinity of the King Hus- ling of the situation and 


Montreal 
Fund to offer 
$500,000 to 
selected 
firms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In its 
quest to ensure environ- 
mental protection, the 
Montreal Fund has 
promised $500,000 to 
four Jordanian firms to 
commence utilisation of 
ozone friendly substances 
in manufacturing process- 
es and replace substances 
considered harmful to the 
ozone, according to Min- 
ister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Raz- 
zak Tubeishat 

Speaking upon his 
return to Amman from a 
meeting in Canada organ- 
ised by the International 
Union for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature and Natur- 
al Resources. (IUCN), Dr. 
Tubeishat explicated that 
one of the refrigerator 
manufacturing firms will 
get $120,000 with the 
remainder portioned out 
to the other three. 

He outlined the finan- 
cial assistance as provid- 
ed by the Montreal Fund, 
which was established in 
1987 and developed by 
international donations to 
help developing countries 
find substitutes for ozone- 
harmful substances. 

Chemical substances 
used to date in refrigera- 
tion and air conditioning 
have been found to be 
pernicious to the protec- 
tive atmospheric layer and 
Jordan has been request- 
ing aid to finance new 
procedures utilising safer 
substances. 

Her Majesty Queen 
Noor delivered the 
keynote address at the 
Montreal IUCN meeting 
calling for closer interna- 
tional cooperation “to 
place environmental pro- 
tection at the heart of new 
developments and con- 
struction projects whether 
undertaken by govern- 
mental or private parties.” 

Dr. Tubeishat confirmed 
that this year the Montre- 
al Fund will send a team 
of experts to the Kingdom 
to aid in this environmen- 
tal pursuit. 

Founded in 1948, the 
IUCN has as its main pur- 
pose the acquiring and 
utilisation of ozone- 
friendly substances in 
manufacturing processes 
as well as influencing, 
encouraging and assisting 
other organisations to 
conserve the integrity and 
diversity of nature and 
ensure that use of natural 
resources is equitable and 
ecologically sustainable. 


Abdul Karim Kabariti 

for arrangements now 
underway to ensure spec- 


tator safety and protec- 
tion of the sports facili- 
ties. 

The prime minister 
inspected the sports facil- 
ities. Public Transport 
Corporation buses and 
private and public prop- 
erty which had been dam- 
aged in the mSlee. 

Supporters of the two 
teams battled with stones, 
bottles and wooden clubs 
after the match, which 
ended with Faisali win- 
ning 1-0. 

Police dispersed around 
30,000 people some of 
whom continued their 
activities outside the sta- 
dium, smashing shop and 
car windows. 


Mr. Kabariti had voiced 
regret over the incident 
and blamed some “irre- 
sponsible" people who 
“lacked a sense of sports- 
manship” as directly 
responsible for tbe riots. 

Attending the meeting 
at the prime ministry 
were ministers of public 
works and housing, inte- 
rior and youth as well as 
Public Security Depart- 
ment Director Nasouh 
Muhieddin. 

The officials reviewed 
reports about the incident 
and approved of mea- 
sures aimed to end further 
recurrences. 


French company pledges 700,000 
francs for marketing programmes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
French Company for Insur- 
ance of Foreign Trade Sun- 
day sighed an agreement at 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) to finance Jordan’s 
export programmes and 
belp market Jordanian 
goods in Europe and 
abroad. 

Signing for the French 
company was the board's 
chairman. Francois David 
along with CBJ President 
Ziyad Fariz and, according 
to an official statement the 
French company has 
pledged 700,000 French 
francs for this endeavour. 

Dr. Fariz said in a state- 
ment at the signing ceremo- 
ny that the agreement will 
benefit Jordanian exports in 
international markets as 
they will be guaranteed by 
the French cpnppany m con-, 
jtmctiqn with the Jordan 
Loan Guarantee Company 
(JLGCi. 

As the agreement has a 
long-term duration. Jordan- 
ian exporters will have a 
good opportunity for com- 
peting with other exporters 
in international markets as 
they are backed by guaran- 
tees which serve as a safety 
net. Dr. Fariz said 

Mr. David said that the 
same programme was insti- 
tuted ih France and that the 
French company currently 
covers 25 per cent of all 
French exports. 

Stating that the French 
company has extended sim- 
ilar assistance to other 



Foreign Trade Board 'Chairman Frahifois D&vid Snnday sign a marketing’ aid agree- 
ment (Petra photo) 


nations in their quest for 
export development, Mr. 
David opined that many 
opportunities exist in devel- 
oping Jordanian exports in 
Middle Eastern and Euro- 
pean Union markets. 

French Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard Bajolet said 
that the agreement was a 
fruit of French President 
Jacques Chirac’s Jordanian 
visit and is directed to help 
the Kingdom's national 
economy through guaran- 
teeing its exports. 

Director General of the 


JLGC Dr. Jamal Salah' said 
that the agreement laid the 
groundwork for long-term 
cooperation between his 
company and the French 
firm, adding that there will 
be fiirther agreements 
including a re-insurance 
agreement on Jordanian 
exports. 

The agreement will 
enable the Jordanian com- 
pany to benefit from facili- 
ties which the French firm 
provides on a global level 
and so obtain information 
about the various world 


markets, Mr Salah said. 

He said that the agree- 
ment is expected to take 
effect in 1997 and is direct- 
ed toward improving condi- 
tions to encourage commer- 
cial banks to help finance 
Jordanian exports. 

The JLGC was estab- 
lished in 1994. boasts a 
paid-up capital of JD10 mil- 
lion, and is governed by a 
board of directors who rep- 
resent shareholders, includ- 
ing the CBJ and an addi- 
tional 17 banks. 


German academic 
discusses peace 
process with Toueimeh 


AMMAN (Petra) — Head 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament’s Arab and Interna- 
tional Committee Fawzi 
Toueimeh Sunday met with 
head of the Federal German 
Academy Dr. Guntar Joetze 
regarding security affairs 
and for a review of the gen- 
eral situation in the occu- 
pied Palestinian territories. 

“Dr. Putzeh, who had vis- 
ited the occupied territo- 
ries. expressed regret over 
the Israeli recruitment of 
200,000 workers from east 
Asia to take the place of 
Arab workers” Dr. 
Toueimeh said. 

He also said that the two 
reviewed the latest develop- 
ments in the peace process 
and Israeli illegal measures 
which obstruct it 

“Israeli practices as well 
as the closure of Arab terri- 
tories in Palestine 1 are 
endangering the situation 
and demonstrating that 
Israel has no desire to 
achieve peace with the 
Arabs,” Dr. Joetze was 
quoted as saying at the 
meeting. 

Discussions at the meet- 
ing, Dr. Toueimeh said, 
covered the Israeli concept 
of security which, he said, 
caters to israel’s needs and 
totally disregards the rights 
of the Palestinians and 
other countries in this 



Delegation heads for 
Baghdad to discuss 
transport issues 


Fawzi Toueimeh 

region as well as the princi- 
ple of just peace and stabil- 
ity. 

The mimster also said 
. that the two discussed the 
.European Union’s stand in 
regard to the peace process 
and said that the European 
role can complement that 
of the United States and 
provide additional assis- 
tance to the Palestinians. 

The two sides also called 
for the end of toe sanctions 
on Iraq which, he. said, are 
causing so much suffering 
to the Iraqi people. 

According to Dr. 
Toueimeh, the Ger man 
guest expressed deep satis- 
faction with Jordanian-Ger- 
man relations. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
group of Jordanian experts 
will leave tomorrow for 
Baghdad to engage in dis- 
cussions with the Iraqi 
government regarding the 
port of Aqaba as well as ■ 
land transport between the - 
port and, Baghdad. 

This delegation is led by 
Director General of the 
Jordanian Ports Corpora- 
tion (JPC) Mohammad 
Dalabih who said Sunday 
that he expects the visit to 
yield positive results and 
further strengthen bilateral 
ties. 

He stressed the impor- 
tance of the visit in ensur- 
ing the transportation of 
both merchandise bound 
for Iraq and that arriving 
at the port of Aqaba as 
these discussions take 
place just before the par- 
tial lifting of sanctions on 
Iraq which allow the coun- 
try to exchange oil for ■ 
food and medicine. 

The United Nations 
Security council has ruled - 
that Iraq may sell $2 bil- 
lion worth of oil over a six 
month period on a renew- 
able basis as long as the 
proceeds are received in 
equitable amounts of food, 
medicine and other neces- 
sities. 


The decision was m: 
in the face of the sa: 
tion's impacts on Iraqi < 
izens, coming after 
country’s invasion 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

In a statement to the 
dan News Agency, P* 1 
Captain Dalabih *' 
firmed that his dele^fj 
will hold meeting!' l “* 
Iraqi ministers of 405- 
port, trade and ind*? ^ 
well as represent*’® 8 ot 
economic institu 115 - 
They will lati™ 8 ?® a 
tour of maritim ac ^ a ^‘ 
The cnpian^U ** 
accompanied' *?P resen ' 
tatives of joawan land 

and mariti 5 tr ^ ns P or ^ 
sectors as t-H ** 
the IraQOfdan 

Transport'Company, the 
Arab Fidge Maritime 
Compar which operates 
fecry bats between Ior- 
dan anl Egypt and P rivate 
sector centime transport 

represeflP ttve8 - . . 
P rev #is to the sanctions 

on as well as during 
the & 31 between ban and 
(ragf foe Jordanian port 
sailed as die main stream 
transportation of goods 
$ Iraq. 
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Pakistani police clash with 
Islamists; 29 wounded 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Po- 
lice using teargas fought 
running battles with Islamic 
militants trying to stage a 
demonstration outside Pa- 
kistan’s parliament Sunday 
and at least 29 people were 
reported hurl. 

The opposition Jamaat-i- 
Islami (JI) party, more 
skilled at organising street 
protests than winning votes, 
had planned io bring a mil- 
lion supporters ro Islamabad 
for a sit-in protest against 
alleged corruption under 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhuno's rule. 

The government, which 
had offered an alternative 
venue for the demonstra- 
tion. mobilised thousands of 
police and paramilitary 
troops to seal off Islamabad 
and foil JT plans. 

Witnesses said a few hun- 
dred JI activists hiding in 
the Aabpara market area 
had emerged suddenly on a 
main road that leads to par- 
liament on the city's consti- 
tution avenue. 

The demonstrators hurled 
stones at police, who res- 
ponded with canisters spew- 
ing clouds of teargas. The JI 
activists picked up some of 
the canisters and threw 
them back. 

The official news agency 
APP said at least five 
youngsters had been hurt in 


the violence. 

Staff of the private Edhi 
ambulance service said they 
had taken about 20 casual- 
ties. mainly teargas victims, 
to hospital after clashes in 
the nearby city of Rawal- 
pindi. 

APP said earlier that three 
policemen and a driver had 
been wounded when Isla- 
mic activists trying to reach 
Islamabad had fired at a 
police checkpoint near the 
town of Saray Alaragir, 
about 100 kilometres south- 
east of the capital. 

Up to 10,000 chanting JI 
supporters, led by their 
Chief Qazi Hussain Ahmad 
riding in an open truck, 
were halted at a police cor- 
don on the outskirts of 
Rawalpindi, witnesses said. 

“Revolution, revolution, 
Islamic revolution ” shout- 
ed the crowd, some of them 
wearing headbands with 
Islamic slogans and carry- 
ing Korans. “My wish, your 
wish, martyrdom, martyr- 
dom.” 

Police beating their riot 
■shields emerged from be- 
hind containers and trucks 
blocking the road. They 
used teargas and charge the 
demonstrators with batons, 
driving them back. 

White teargas billowed 
over the road as ambulances 
ferried injured protesters to 


hospital. At least one police- 
man was hurt 

In the Punjab provincial 
capital Lahore, JI militants 
on motorcycles threw fire- 
crackers and stones at three 
police stations. Police fired 
in the air to deter them, wit- 
nesses said. 

There were no casualties, 
but police made at least six 
arrests. 

Security forces backed by 
armoured troop carriers and 
water cannons blocked Is- 
lamabad's access roads 
: overnight with heavy con- 
tainers, barbed wire and 
; sandbagged posts. 

On Saturday the JI leader 
I denounced Ms. Bhutto's 
government for attributing 
. violent intentions to his fol- 
lowers. He said JI had never 
been lawless and urged his 
supporters to show restraint. 

The government would be 
responsible for any “brutal 
use of force against peace- 
ful protesters”, he said in a 
statement 

Cellular telephone ser- 
vices went dead Saturday 
night, apparently cut off to 
disrupt JI communications. 

Paramilitary troops with 
truck-mounted machine- 
guns guarded parliament, 
as well as the prime minis- 
ter’s secretariat, the presi- 
dent's palace, the Foreign 
Ministry and the diplomatic 


enclave. 

The authorities diverted or 
cancelled 24 passenger 
trains Saturday, re-routing 
inter-city services to avoid 
Rawalpindi. - 

AJI Islamabad schools and 
universities stayed closed 
Sunday and attendance at 
government offices was 
very thin. 

JI leaders said the security 
forces had rounded up more 
than 5,500 of its supporters 
to ny to disrupt the protest. 
An interior ministry spokes- 
man said the JI figure was 
exaggerated, but could not 
say how many people had 
been seized. 

Three people were killed 
and 60 wounded when gun- 
fire broke out during a JI 
demonstration in Rawalpin- 
di in June. 

Some newspaper com- 
mentators accused JI. which 
won only three seats in par- 
liament at the last election 
in 1993, of courting more 
bloodshed by going ahead 
with its protest. 

“Qazi (Hussain Ahmad) is 
aware of the dangers and by 
persisting with his sit-in 
plans is deliberately pro- 
voking a confrontation that 
will produce nothing but 
dead bodies," said a com- 
mentator in the English-lan- 
guage daily The News. • 


Hashimoto is likely to 
head minority government 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto's hopes of form- 
ing a coalition dimmed 
Sunday and his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) 
looked increasingly likely 
to go it alone as a one-party 
minority government. 

LDP leaders plan to hold a 
second round of talks 
Monday with their coalition 
partners in the current gov- 
ernment. the Social Democ- 
ratic Party and the Sakigake 
Party. 

But there were no signs 
the two junior parties, par- 
ticularly the Social Democ- 
rats, would back off from 
policy positions opposed by 
the LDP and join a new 
coalition. 

Failure to cobble together 
a new coalition would force 
Mr. Hashimoto to form a 
weak, short-lived minority 
government, analysts said. 

Such a government was 
likely to perpetuate Japa- 
nese political instability 
because legislation — inc- 
luding key budget bills — 
could become bogged down 
by squabbling between par- 
ties. It would also be vul- 
nerable to challenges by 
opposition parties including 
no- confidence motions in 
parliament 

In general elections on 
Oct 20, Mr. Hashimoto’s 


LDP won 239 seats in par- 
liament’s powerful 500- 
member lower house, a 
dozen seats short of a 
majority. In the less-power- 
ful 252-member upper 
house, the LDP holds only 
109 seats, again short of a 
majority. 

Mr. Hashimoto now needs 
the backing of the 15 lower 
house and 32 upper house 
seats held by the Social 
Democrats in order to push 
legislation through both 
houses. 

On Saturday, the Social 
Democrats presented a stiff 
nine-point policy outline of 
their conditions for joining 
a new alliance. 

The thorniest demand was 
for the LDP to agree to an 
immediate ban on political 
donations from businesses, 
a condition unlikely to be 
accepted by the pro-busi- 
ness LDP. 

“We need political dona- 
tions from corporations at 
least for the time being,’' 
Taku Yamasaki, head of the 
LDP’s policy affairs coun- 
cil, argued on a television 
talk show Sunday. 

Sakigake. with just two 
lower house seats, unveiled 
a platform of administrative 
reform calling for the estab- 
lishment of a cabinet-level 
office to draw up the nation- 
al budget — currently the 


finance ministry's main task 
— and privatising govern- 
ment-funded special corpo- 
rations. 

Although Mr. Hashimoto 
left the door open for talks 
with most other political 
players, he appeared re- 
signed to failure. 

“It can’t be helped. 
Regardless of whether we 
can secure their cooperation 
or not, we will do what we 
should," Mr. Hashimoto 
told reporters late Saturday. 
f If the LDP. which saw its 
; 38-year grip on power bro- 
(ken in July 1993. failed to 
win over the two junior par- 
ties it would begin wooing 
the second-largest opposi- 
tion group, the fledgling 
Democratic Party, party 
officials said. . 

The Democratic Party, a 
group of younger politi- 
cians who favour radical 
reforms and are led by by 
Yukio Hatoyama and 
Health Minister Naoto Kan, 
has hinted it would not join 
a coalition. 

“It is almost certain that 
the Democratic Party will 
not join the ruling camp," 
M. Kan said on television 
Sunday. 

The government was 
expected to reconvene par- 
liament on Nov. 7 to elect a 
new prime minister. 


Japanese police search river for 
gun used in police chief shooting 


(AFP) — Police 
a Tokyo river 
day for a gun allegedly 
1 in the shooting of 
in’s police chief, fol- 
ing questioning of • a 
ceraan who belonged 
ie Aum Supreme Truth 
rnisday Cult, police 

.me 80 officers from 
Tokyo Metropolitan 
ee Department, includ- 
5 divers, searched the 
a a River running 
^h central Tokyo for 
e believed to have 
Sn *d in the March 30, 
>95 noting of national 
'lice Chief Takaji 
jmimc^ who was seri- 
sly injud. 

rhe sev^our search, 
wever. n ded without 
:cess. altb U gb Jiji P 1 ® 55 
d the police c ome up 
Ji seven blades, some 
lular phones and beep- 

he team win resume 
rch operations Monday- 
Mice have alleged that a 
year-old Tokyo police- 
i admitted earlier this 
r to shooting Chief 
under the 


orders of the sect, which 
has been accused of sever- 
al violent crimes, including 
a nerve gas attack on the 
Tokyo subway that killed 
12 and injured thousands. 

But police say the officer 
was emotionally upset and 
his alleged confession con- 
tained ambiguity and dis- 
crepancies. 

The attack on Chief 
Kumimatsu, who was lead- 
ing the investigation into 
the Doomsday Cult, 
occurred 10 days after the 
deadly sarin gassing. 

The policeman, whose 
name was withheld, 
allegedly told investigators 
he threw the gun into the. 
river from a bridge near the 
Suidobashi Station in cen- 
tral Tokyo, local news 
reports said, quoting police 
sources. 

The search for the gun 
came a day after the 
National Police Agency 
ordered the Tokyo police to 
speed up the investigation, 
after complaining that the 
metropolitan police had 
not informed the agency of 
the policeman’s state- 
ments, made several 


months ago, until -last 
week. 

The policeman’s suspect- 
ed involvement was report- 
ed by local newspapers 
Friday following a tip-off 
blaming the Tokyo police 
for a cover up aimed at 
protecting “the dignity of 
the profession.” 

The policeman is report- 
edly being detained in a 
police facility but has not 
been arrested because of 
the lack of evidence. 

The newspapers said the 
officer also allegedly 
leaked confidential infor- 
mation to senior Aum 
members ahead of a raid on 
the cult in March 1995. 

The Asahi Shimbun said 
Sunday the officer had 
alleged that the cult's 
“intelligence minister" 
Yoshihfio Inoue provided 
him with the gun to shoot 
the police chief. • 

The Yomiuri Shimbun 
claimed six Aum members, 
including two who are still 
on the run, were involved 
in the attack. 


Rybkin 
leaves for 
Chechenya 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian National Security 
Chief Ivan Rybkin left 
Moscow Sunday on his 
first visit to Chechenya 
since his appointment as 
chief representative in the 
breakaway republic. Inter- 
fax news agency reported. 

Mr. . Rybkin* appointed 
last Saturday to head 
Russian negotiations in 
Chechenya, headed for 
Chechenya’s neighbouring 
republic Ingushetia from 
where he will travel on to 
the Chechen capital 
Grozny, Interfax said. 

Security Council officials 
said Mr. Rybkin would 
hold talks in Chechenya 
with top Russian military 
commanders in the north 
Caucasus republic, and 
could also meet with Aslan 
Maskhadov, the rebel gov- 
ernment leader and chief of 
staff of separatist forces. 

Mr. Maskhadov agreed 
10 days ago to head up a 
Chechen coalition govern- 
ment due to rule Chechen- 
ya until fresh presidential 
elections, which the sepa- 
ratists have slated for Jan. 
27. 

Mr. Rybkin took over the 
tricky Chechen portfolio 
from his ousted predeces- 
sor as Security Chief. 
Alexander Lebed, who 
signed an accord with the 
separatists at the end of 
August 

His departure for Che- 
chenya came as some 1.500 
delegates to the national 
congress of Chechen people, 
a political assembly which 
was instrumental in Che- 
chenya’s separatist move- 
ment met in Grozny Sunday 
to approve the plan to hold 
elections. ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

But the .congress, meeting 
for the first time since 1990 
when it declared the inde- 
pendence of the Chechen 
republic, was interrupted by 
a bomb scare, and the dele- 
gates resolved to reconvene 
in the town of Urus-Martan 
some 35 kilometres south- 
west of Grozny. 

The peace agreement 
signed Aug. 31, which 
shelves the thorny issue of 
Chechen independence for 
five years, put an end to 21 
months of fighting in the 
small Muslim republic that 
left upward of 40.000 people 
dead, most of them civilians. 

Both sides have largely 
respected a ceasefire, but 
sporadic shootings have 
interrupted the truce. Over- 
night Saturday, five Russian 
soldiers were injured when 
their position came under 
fire, Interfax quoted the 
Russian military command 
in Chechenya as saying. 














l 


.-■ \ 



■4 






1 ! 


A masked activist ofthe religious Jamaat-i-Islami party places a handkerchief on i the 
head of mi injured protester after a clash with Pakistani police Sunday. 

At least 7 9 demonstrators and policemen were injured in clashes as secnntj forces 
tried to prevent Islamic militants from marching on parliament m the nearby capital 
Islamabad to protest against alleged government corruption (Reuter photo) 

75,000 protest government cuts in Toronto 


TORONTO (R) — At least 75.000 demon' 
strators marched through the streets of 
Toronto and converged on the Ontario leg- 
islature Saturday to protest deep budget 
cuts by the province s Conservative gpvern- 
r menc. 

Estimates of the size of the demonstration 
varied widely. 

Toronto police first put the number of 
people participating at 40.000. based on a 
count conducted by helicopter, but later 
raised the figure to 75.000. the Canadian 
press news agency reported. Organisers 
said the turnout was far hicher. approaching 
300.000. 

Organised by major labour unions, the 
demonstration followed mass picketing 
Friday that shut the transit system in 
Canada's largest city and disrupted busi- 
nesses. government offices and factories. 
Transit service was back to normal 
Saturday. 

Labour leaders and social activists urged 
the government of Conservative Ontario 
Premier Mike Harris to retreat from its bud- 
get-cutting policies. "Quit throwing people 
out of work if your agenda is about creating 
jobs." Buzz Hargrove, president of the 
Canadian Auto Workers Union, said. 

Linda Tomey. co-chairman of the protest, 
said provincewide labour unrest might fol- 
low if the government did not heed the 
demonstrators’ message. "Mike Harris, we 
are on to you. We have seen your Ontario, 
and we reject it completely." she said to 
loud applause. 

Organisers said the discrepancy between 
their crowd figure and the police figure' 
reflected a government attempt to dismiss 
the protest. “Don't let them play down the 
significance of this event," Ms. Tomey told 
the rally. “There's got to be at least 300.000 
of us out there today." 

The march stopped in front of die down- 
town convention centre where the provin- 
cial Conservative Part)', with the premier in 
attendance, was holding its annual conven- 
tion. 

The crowd chanted: “Hey. Mike. hey. 
Harris, we’ 11 shut you down like Paris.” 
referring to a general strike in the French 
capita] last week that closed government 
offices and schools, grounded flights and 


hampered rail u*oel. 

Mr. Harris later called on the demonstra- 
tors to put forward concrete proposals. "We 
understand those who may disagree." he 
told reporters. “We’re saying to them that 
you must do more than that. You must give 
us positive suggestions." 

About 50 supporters of the government's 
policies gathered briefly at the start of the 
march. They waved signs but dispersed as 
the demonstration got under way. 

The protest was largely peaceful, but 
about 15 anti-government demonstrators 
threw rocks at the convention centre. Police 
and parade marshals quickly quelled the 
outburst, and no damage was reported One 
person was arrested and charged with 
breach of rhe peace. Canadian press said. 

The demonstration drew factory workers, 
teacher*, firefighters, civil servants, nurses 
and other citizens from around the 
province, many arriving by chartered bus. 
Police closed off downtown streets for 
about two hours as the marchers went from 
a park near the shores of Lake Ontario to 
Queen's Park, site of the legislature. 

The protesters waved placards and chant- 
ed slogans. The mood was almost festive as 
clowns, acrobats, folk dancers and drum- 
mers joined the throng. Entertainers, 
including Canadian folk singer Bruce 
Cockburn. performed at the rally. “I’m 
down here because I don’t like what is 
going on in this province politically," 
Cockburn told Reuters. 

The two "days of action” in Toronto fol- 
lowed similar, smaller protests in four other 
Ontario cities earlier this year. The demon- 
strators are outraged at Mr. Harris' plans to 
cut spending by S billion Canadian dollars 
(S5.9 billion) to wipe out a big budget 
deficit by the turn of the century. 

Dubbed “Newt of the north,” a reference 
to Republican U.S. Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Newt Gingrich. Mr. Harris 
came to power in 1995, promising a right- 
wing revolution in Canada's most populous 
province. 

His Conservative government has 
revamped labour laws, slashed welfare pay- 
ments and required recipients to work. It 
has also announced plans to close hospitals 
and cut spending on education. 


Burma’s Suu Kyi leaves home , 
holds meetings with NLD members 


RANGOON (R) — 

Burmese democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi has left 
her residence recently and 
has been holding meetings 
with senior members of her 
National League for De- 
mocracy (NLD) party, NLD 
sources said Sunday. 

The sources said Ms. Suu 
Kyi, who last week was 
urged to stay in her com- 
pound to avoid meeting 
with student protesters, had 
attended a birthday party 
Saturday and also met with 
various party officials at her 
residence. 

Last week a senior NLD 
official said Ms. Suu Kyi, 
who was released from six 
years of house airest in July 
.1995. was being held a vir- 
tual prisoner in her bouse. 

A government official 
denied the accusation, but 
told Reuters Friday security 
officials from the govern- 
ment and the NLD had 


urged the Nobel Peace* lau- 
reate not to leave her bouse 
during student protests held 
last week. 

Up to 1.000 university 
students held rare sit-in 
proiests at an intersection 
about two kilometres from 
Ms. Suu Kyi's residence. 
They were protesting 
against the government's 
handling of a scuffle bet- 
ween students and restuar- 
anr owners. 

The government accused 
the NLD of colluding with 
the students and trying to 
politicise the altercation to 
foment unrest. 

The ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) questioned Ms. 
Suu Kyi's close aide. Kyi 
Maung, Wednesday morn- 
ing for his role in the 
prorests. Mr. Kyi Maung, 
who has not yet been 
released, was seen calkins 
to two of the student leaders 


before the demonstrations. 

The NLD source said over 
the pasr week Ms. Suu Kyi 
had held meetings at her 
home, and the NLD offi- 
cials who attended the mee- 
tings were brought there by 
government transport. 

All roads leading to Ms. 
Suu Kyi’s street have been 
blocked, and no vehicles or 
pedestrians are allowed to 
enter. But the government 
arranged last week to escort 
the NLD members Ms. Suu 
Kyi wanted to meet past the 
blockades to her house. 

The barricades, which 
have been up for most ofthe 
past month in an effort to 
stop major meetings of de- 
mocracy activists, were still 
in place Sunday. 

J Ms. Suu Kyi has been 
unable to give her regular 
weekend speeches to sup- 
porters since late September 
when the barricades were 
first erected. 


Blizard confuses pilot of crashed Russia jet 


MOSCOW (R) — A Russian airliner mis- 
rakenly landed on a helicopter pad, killin'* 
five people, after the pilot lost his bearings 
in a blizzard, local officials said Sunday, 

The Yak-40 passenger plane ploughed 
mto two helicopters in the oil town of 
Khanty-Mansiisk, some 1,900 kilometres 
east of Moscow, late Saturday. 

There was a violent snowstorm at the 
tune and the pilot mixed up the helicopter 
pad and the runway, which were both illu- 
minated in a similar way," a spokeswoman 
for the local adniinisiration said by tele- 
phone. 

She denied a report that the death toil had 
risen to seven and said four people were 
still in hospital. 


The plane, which belonged to local airline 
Tyumen -Aviatrans, had up to 30 passengers 
and four crew on board. It had taken 5 " off 

from Tyumen, some 4S0 kilometres to the 
south. 

Investigators flew to Khanty-Mansiisk 
from Moscow to cany out a full probe into 
the crash. Interfax news agency said 

Saturday's crash was the fra for some 
time in Russia, where air safety levels 
slumped after state airline Aeroflot was bro- 
ken^ mto hundreds of smaller carriers in 

The last major accident to be reported was 
m April. When an Ilyushin IL-76 transport 
plane with 14 people aboard crashed indie 
remote far eastern Kamchatka peninstiTa. 


Ramos 
for Mi 
gaffe 

mambajao. 

iP. > — President 
publicly 
Sunsray for 
saying that f< 
first lady Dzmefie 
rand was dead, 
made a mistake 
ogise to cv 
will apologise 
by way of a letter 
dame Mitterrand/?' 
reporters on 
znigutn Island, *£ 
about it. We'll tiy 
amends to Madame 
rand and (be 
France and the 
of France." In a _ 
titillated Manila's 
bunctious press, 
mos referred 
the * cry much alive 

of late French _ 
Francois Mitterrand 
ready dead. “Why 
we *ban) the French fife 
bd>. Danielle Mittenagti. 
who died already" he s&j 
in southern Davao City. *7 
should know. I wrote a-fe-: 
ter of condolences to Pftsi. 
dent Mitterrand" be a&. 
apparently referring to con- 
dolences he .sent Mrs. Ma- 
terrand when her bush®*! 
died of cancer in January 
Mr. Ramos was. denyia? 
Manila press reports rfa- 
the government had a fc* 
of 100 foreigners bantd 
from the country during 
next month's Asia-Paeifc 
Economic Cooperate 
i APEC) Forum sumraii 
Newspapers had said Mr. 
Mitterrand was cm the list 
“Oops Ramos ‘kills' wrong 
Mitterrand." a headline is 
tile Philippine Daily Inqui- 
rer newspaper said Sunday. 
The Malaya (Free) Daily 
said in its headline: “Da- 
nielle Mitterrand is aloe 
and well, thank von.” 


A 


Indian 

policewomen 
urged to shape up 

NEW DELHI » AFP) - 
Policewomen in the south- 
ern Indian state of Karna- 
taka. where the Miss World 
Contest will be held next 
month, have been told to 
shape up for a new uni- 
form. a press report stol 
Sunday. The Pioneer quot- 
ed Karnataka Police Chief 
A.P. Dorai as saying in the 
state capital Bangalore, the 
venue of the event, that 
overweight policawotnea 
had been ordered to west 
ouc and shed excess faL *Tu 
other states, women wear 
pants and shins (instead of 
saris )," he said. “The new ! 
dress code will come into 
effect soon and the women 
will be asked to keep their 
figures intact. “We will 
consider concessions for 
those above 45,” he said. A 
senior police official justi- 
fied the move saying “cri- 
minals did not take sari- 
clad policewomen serious- 
ly." The proposal has 
drawn flak from within die 
ranks however. One head 
constable said she would 
resign than face taunts. 
“Even my husband will 
make fun of me in the new 
dress. I am sure my daugh- 
ter will also not get mar- 
riage offers. I am prepared 
to quit my job rather than 
wear pants.” 

Bangladesh kicks 
off campaign 
against diarrhoea 

DHAKA (R) — B 
desh Sunday Iaunc 
public awareness campaign 
against diarrhoea, which 
health officials said JaBs 
125.000 children in the 

country every’ year. Heahh 
authorities said the 18- 
month campaign would 
teach Bangladeshis proper 
use of oral rehydrasloa 
therapy (ORT) to comb * 1 
the deadly dehydration* 
caused by diarrhoea. OHJ 
involves drinking water 
mixed with salt ami sugtf- 
HeaJth Minister SaJahud- 
din Yusuf told report*# 
Saturday about 90 per co? 
of deaths from diarrhoea 
could be averted by us»Be 
ORT. He said wily 45 p# 
cent of Bangladeshis used 
ORT properly. The Dutrii 
government *j$ providing 
S5.5 million to fund d* 
campaign, while UNICEF 
is offering technical assis- ^ 
lance. Diarrhoea is a ni#* -y 
health hazard in Banjp®'. 
desh and many other devri* 
oping countries. 
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Rwandan refugees from the Panzi Refugee Camp nc&*r Bukavu flee atop a loaded down pickup after an area near 
their camp was shelled by ethnic Tutsi rebels. Up to 500,000 Rwandan refugees in the Goma and Bukavu area are 
fleeing fighting between the rebels and Zairean military (Reuter photo) 

Sri Lankan rebels smash police post; navy on red alert 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
smashed a police post in 
eastern Sri Lanka Sunday, 
killing five people as the 
navy stepped up patrols 
after the rebels sank a gun 
boat, lolling 12 sailors, offi- 
cials said. 

Gunmen from the sepa- 
ratist Liberatio n Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) over- 
whelmed the Pulleyaradi 
police post and escaped 
after killing two guards and 
three civilians there, the 
Defence Ministry said in a 
statement. 

It said seven more people 
were wounded in the daring 
day-time attack. The Tigers 
fled as reinforcements from 
near by army camps were 
rushed in. the ministry said. 
There were no immediate 
reports of rebel casualties. 

The latest attack against 
the police raised to 73 the 
number of people killed on 
both sides in a wave of fresh 


violence in the past week, 
officials said. 

The violence came as 
security forces intensified 
patrolling to track down 
boats of the LTTE off the 
north -eastern coast where 
Tiger suicide cadres des- 
troyed an Israeli-built Dvo- 
ra gunboat, officials said. 

Defence officials said two 
officers and 1 0 sailors were 
killed in the spectacular 
attack off the coast of 
Trincomalee, a staging post 
for allied troops during 
World War n. 

“The Tigers used suicide 
cadres to ram a boat packed 
with explosives against the 
Dvora gunboat P-457,” a 
local official said. 

There would have been 
at least two terrorists 
onboard the suicide craft.” 

Officials said a flotilla of 
about 10 Tiger boats had put 
out to sea Saturday to iso- 
late the navy craft and even- 
tually sink it together with 


all 12 people onboard. 

Investigations were 
Sunday to see whether the 
rebels were actually on a 
mission to attack the port of 
Trincomalee, the main 
launching pad for action 
against Tigers in the north- 
east 

“They are making a 
tremendous attempt to infil- 
trate the harbour to cause 
more damage,” a local offi- 
cial said. 

The latest round of fight- 
ing known as “Eelam War 
HI” started in T rincomalee 
when the LTTE called off 
six months of talks with the 
government and sank two 
gun boats berthed inside the 
port in April last year. 

Tiger guerrillas who are 
leading a protracted cam- 
paign for a homeland called 
Eelam in the island’s north- 
ern and eastern regions have 
staged similar attacks 
against the navy in the 
region since then. 


The latest loss suffered by 
the navy compounded prob- 
lems for security forces in 
the island’s eastern province 
after troops secured the 
• northern strongholds of the 
Tigers earlier this year. 

The Tigers smashed a 
police post four days ago 
and escaped after killing IS 
constables and two civil? 
ians, officials said. 

The assault against the 
police came a day after an 
identical attack on an army 
outpost in the eastern dis- 
trict of Batticaloa where 
eight soldiers were killed. 

Last -week, the military 
also escalated attacks 
against the Tigers by taking 
on a coastal base of the 
LTTE. Nine soldiers and 17 
rebels died in the attack. 

Tigers are leading the pro- 
tracted separatist campaign 
that has claimed over 
50,000 lives since 1972. 


Dole slams Clinton on immigration and ethics 


MERCED, California t R) 
— Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole ham- 
mered away at President 
Clinton on immigration and 
ethics Saturday in Califor- 
nia, hoping to cut his De- 
mocratic rival’s command- 
ing lead in a key state. 

“He thinks he has this 
state wrapped up. He thinks 
California’s in the bag. But 
it’s not going to happen.” 
Sen. Dole promised during 
a “rally the valley” bus tour 
of the fertile central valley. 

A fired-up Sen. Dole sug- 
gested Mr. Clinton go on 
television to apologise to 
the American people for 
scandals in his administra- 
tion. 

“1 say to the- president of 
the United States, why 
don’t you just get on televi- 
sion ... To confess to the 
American people that none 
of this should have hap- 
pened? You ought to go ask 
for mercy,” Sen. Dole said. 

The Dole campaign has 
decided to focus much of its 
time and money on this 
prize state in the 10 days 
before the election. Califor- 
nia has 54 of the 270 elec- 
toral college votes needed 
to win the White House. 

A Los Angeles Times poll 


earlier this week showed 
Sen. Dole trailing Mr. 
Clinton by 20 points in 
California, but Republican 
campaign officials say their 
own polls show a single- 
digit gap. 

Sen. Dole drew respec- 
table, but not huge, crowds 
in a part of the state Repub- 
licans consider a strong- 
hold. Asked why Sen. Dole 
was spending so much time 
in an area where he already 
had support, California 
strategist Ken Khachigian 
said, “to run up the score, I 
need every vote I can get” 

Mr. Khachigian said 
immigration would be a key 
focus for Sen. Dole. 

Half his television adver- 
tisements and all his radio 
ads in the state will accuse 
Mr. Clinton of not doing 
enough to crack down on 
illegal immigrants. 

“Suddenly now in an elec- 
tion year. President Clinton 
is moviog all these (immi- 
gration) agents from other 
states into California, trying 
to make it appear he’s really 
going to get tough,” Sen. 
Dole said in Selma. “Why 
did you wait four years, Mr. 
President?” 

Throughout the day. Sen. 
Dole punched away at Mr. 


Clinton, making the case 
that h is administration was 
too corrupt for him to be 
reelected. 

He reeled off a list of 
scandals, from possibly ille- 
gal donations to the Democ- 
rats to the Whitewater affair 
and die White House’s im- 
proper acquisition of 900 
FBI files on Republicans. 

“Can you imagine a Re- 
publican president doing 
any of those things? No,” 
Sen. Dole said in Visalia. 

Then, apparently remem- 
bering the scandal that 
brought down former Re- 
publican President Richard 
Nixon, he added: "In fact, 
Watergate wasn’t very plea- 
sant for Republicans. I 
know somebody who went 
to jail for looking at one 
FBI file, one FBI file. Not 
900.” 

Later Sen. Dole said 
Republicans had been pun- 
ished for Watergate and 
probably should have been. 

The Kansas Republican, 
badly wounded in the 
World War II, criticised Mr. 
Clinton for not serving in 
Vietnam. “I’ve never said a 
thing about the president’s 
record in the service — lack 
of record, let’s put it that 
way. But I am just a little 


unnerved when I see him 
wearing chose army fatigues 
like he’s been in the army 
all his life,” be said. 

Immigration has been a 
hot issue in California, 
where 59 per cent of voters 
approved a proposition to 
deny nearly all benefits to 
illegal immigrants. Its 
implementation has been 
held up in the courts. 

Mr. Clinton has made a 
concentrated effort to woo 
California since taking 
office, visiting the state 
about 30 times and dispens- 
ing government defence 
contracts and other aid. 

Sen. Dole, who has lashed 
out at reporters in recent 
days, said Saturday he was 
sorry if he had offended the 
press corps. He then repeat- 
ed some of his charges 
against it. 

Meanwhile, the New York 
Times endorsed President 
Bill Clinton in its Sunday 
edition, calling him the best 
candidate for the presidency 
and saying he has grown in 
the job. 

“He is dearly the candi- 
date of hope and progress in 
this race,” an editorial said. 


Zaire sends fresh troops as 
Tutsi rebels extend control 


BUKAVU, Zaire (R) — 
Zaire sent fresh troops into 
its eastern region where 
fighting jvitb advancing 
Tutsi rebels bas put up to 
500,000 frightened Hutu 
refugees and Zairean civil- 
ians to flight. 

Soldiers in new uniforms 
appeared on the streets of 
Bukavu, capital of Zaire’s 
south Kivu province, Satur- 
day and young militiamen, 
wearing red bandanas and 
armed with nailed clubs, 
blocked roads or rode 
around on trucks. 

The United Nations, 
which has airlifted its aid 
workers out of Bukavu and 
the war zone, called for an 
emergency mission and an 
international conference to 
prevent the conflict spread- 
ing throughout Central 


A U.N. statement, issued 
|n the name of human rights 
investigator Robert Garreto 
of Chile, appealed to Zaire, 
Rwanda and Burundi “to 
refrain from aU acts and 
declarations.” 

Zaire, host to over a mil- 
lion Hum refugees from 
Rwanda and Burundi, has 
accused the Tutsi govern- 
ments and armies now in 
power there of helping their 
kinsmen by backing their 
rebellion with soldiers and 
weapons. Rwanda and 
Burundi deny the chaige. 

“Rwandan troops are 
crossing into Zaire,” south 
Kivu Governor Kyembwa 
Wa Lumuna told Reuters 
Saturday. He said they were 
crossing via a hydroelectric 
Ham on the border about 18 
km south of Bukavu. 

The Tutsi rebels, from the 


300,000-strong Banyamu- 
lenge community which 
migrated from Rwanda 200 
years ago, accuse Zaire of 
denying them citizenship 
and harassment to make 
them leave. 

Military sources and state 
radio in Burundi said the 
rebels had captured the 
town of Uvira at the north- 
ern end of Lake Tanganyika 
after two days of battles 
with Zairean forces. 

Aid workers in north Kivu 
said Tutsi fighters had also 
seized the town of Rutshu- 
ru. 50 kilometres from 
Goma city, the capital of 
north Kivu province. 

The fighting between the 
Banyamuienge Tutsis and 
Zaire’s army, which erupted 
after an Oct. 18 attack on a 
sugar factory near Uvira, 
has emptied a string of 


refugee camps near the bor- 
der with Burundi. 

More than 220,000 Hutu 
refugees sheltering in the 
camps either fled to nearby 
mountains or trekked the 
100 kilometres north to 
Bukavu in hope of finding 
refuge there. 

Aid workers said that in 
addition up to 200,000 refu- 
gees left Kibumba, Zaire’s 
second largest refugee 
camp, after an overnight at- 
tack on the camp near Go- 
ma wounded 30 refugees. 

The Banyamuienge Tutsi 
offensive has also put tens 
of thousands of Zairean 
civilians to flight. 

U.N. planes evacuated 
128 U.N. and other expatri- 
ate aid workers and some 
other foreigners from Buka- 
vu Saturday. 


British parties vie for moral high ground 


LONDON (R) — With Bri- 
tain's political parties bat- 
tling for the moral high 
ground in the runup to a 
general election, the Con- 
servative government 
pledged Sunday that family 
values would be taught in a 
new code for schools. 

The wife of a school head- 
master stabbed to death by a 
teenager struck an emotion- 
al chord with Britons last 
week when she called for a 
moral crusade to redress the 
collapse of discipline. 

Political, leaders, mindful 
of a general election that 
must be called by next May, 
fell over themselves to back 
Frances Lawrence’s moral 
rallying cry. 

For Britons, who once 
prided themselves on what 
they saw as a peaceful and 
well ordered society, are 
alarmed about risiag vio- 
lence, the breakdown of 
families and the paralysis of 
schools by unruly pupils. 

The Dunblane massacre 


of 16 schoolchildren and 
their teacher by a crazed 
loner prompted a ban on 
virtually all handguns. 

The Conservatives, eager 
not to lose ground to the 
opposition Labour Party 
over law and order, has 
announced it is to bring in 
mandatory sentencing for 
criminals and hastily agreed 
to new laws on curbing pae- 
dophiles and obsessive 
stalkers. 

With its slogan “tough on 
crime, tough on the causes 
of crime”. Labour has eaten 
into traditional Conserva- 
tive support over law and 
order. 

Labour Patty Manager 
Donald Dewar said Sunday 
he hoped Conservative leg- 
islation would not be driven 
entirely by political consid- 
erations in die runup to the 
election. 

"There is genuine public 
concern about getting the 
right balance and ensuring 
that we can effectively com- 


bat crime,” he told BBC 
television. 

He stressed, however. 
“Let us discuss the merits 
and not consider everything 
in terms of the general elec- 
tion.” 

The latest moral battle- 
ground is the British school- 
yard. 

Education Secretary Gil- 
lian Shephard, who is plan- 
ning to introduce a class- 
- room course of moral val- 
ues. insisted Sunday that it 
should portray the family as 
“a bulwark of society.” 

She was responding to a 
report by 150 education 
experts for the School Cur- 
riculum and Assessment 
Authority (SCAA) which is 
said to have made no men- 
tion of marriage. 

SCAA chief executive 
Nick Tate said the break- 
down of families was so 
widespread in some areas 
that teaching children about 
marriage was no longer 
practical. 


“It is veiy difficult. How 
do you teach marriage at a 
school where 60 per. cent of 
children come from broken 
families,” he told the Sun- 
day Express. 

Ms. Shephard, responding 
on GMTV, said: “It is a very 
delicate area but I do think 
that more emphasis might 
be placed on the value of 
the family as a bulwark of 
society” 

“I am in no doubt whatso- 
ever that strong family sup- 
port and the contribution 
that strong families make to 
society are of inestimable 
value and we must look at 
ways to strengthen that side 
of the report," she said. 

Her call for parents to 
give more support to 
schools was echoed by Dr 
Jonathan Sacks, Britain's 
chief rabbi, who told BBC 
radio: “You have to work 
out a way of getting homes 
in a new partnership with 
teachers.” 


Bulgarians vote in presidential election 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarians voted 
Sunday in their second presidential 
elections since the end of Communist 
rule but many people said they had lit- 
tle faith in politicians' ability to 
resolve the country’s acute economic 
crisis. 

In the capita] Sofia, early turnout 
was light for the poll which is expect- 
ed to offer a crucial mid-term test of 
the popularity of the cx-Communist 
Socialist government 

“I do not foresee any real change,” 
said 22-year-old cook Bozhidar Ne- 
denlchev in Sofia's populous Mladost 
district 

“For us the young people it is very 
difficult to live in this country these 
days — if I can get abroad I will try 
my luck there.” 

Voters facing soaring prices and 
Communist-style shortages in the co- 
ming Balkan winter look set to rebuff 
the candidate of the ruling Bulgarian 
Socialist Party (BSP), Culture Minis- 
ter Ivan Marazov. 

Polls show lawyer Petar Stoyanov, 
candidate of the Union of Democratic 
Forces (UDF) and other opposition 
parties, ahead of Mr. Marazov but 
short of a first round majority. 

Political analysts say a poor showing 
for the Socialists could widen divi- 
sions within their ranks and prove 
deeply embarrassing for Prime Minis- 
ter Zban Vzdenov. 

“This country needs a change and 
since we failed the first time, we have 
to start somewhere,” said Stoyanov 
supporter Tanya Hristova, a middle- 
aged accountant voting in Sofia’s 
prosperous Lozenets district. 

After Communism fell in 1989, 
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An elderly woman greets the opposition Union of Democratic Forces pres- 
idential candidate Petar Stoyanov in front of a polling station Sunday. 
Bulgarians voted Sunday in their second presidential elections since the end 
of Co mmun i s t rule, but many people said they had little faith in politicians 
ability to resolve the country’s acute economic crisis (Reuter photo) 


Bulgaria's ruling elite renamed them- 
selves Socialists and won parliamen- 
tary elections in 1990 and 1994. 

But despite promising to move 
towards a free market economy, prog- 
ress in the largely agricultural nation 
of just 8.4 million people has been 
slow, while living standards continue 
to fall. 

Mainly elderly voters however were 
supporting Mr. Marazov and blamed 
the UDF for the crisis. 

“The only way to continue with the 
reforms is to provide stability for gov- 


ernment institutions.'' said BSP sup- 
porter Dimifer Penchev. “The BSP car 
work towards reform once all th 
country s institutions are in Ks power. 

Nineteen-year-old Ivan Diraitro 
said he was voting for comediar 
Hristo Boichev and Ivan Kouleko 
whose satirical campaign has wc 
praise as one of the few which h: 
openly discussed the country’s crisis 
. "Bulgarian politics is a sham and th 
is my only way of protesting agair 
it,” he said. 


Hollywood stars bestow dollars and glamour on U.S. candidate 


LOS ANGELES ( AFP) — 
Not long after the caviar 
has been devoured and the 
champagne has gone flat, 
the real celebration begins 
as hefty Hollywood dona- 
tions for presidential cam- 
paigns are tallied. 

Hollywood is a cash cow 
for presidential candidates 
who return here lime after 
time -for the unmatchable 
ability of celebrities not 
only to raise money but to 
bestow the glow of star- 
dom on their chosen candi- 
date. 

Southern California, 
where most stars here live, 
gave nearly $24 million to 
political campaigns this 
year, according to the Wa- 
shington-based Centre for 


Responsive Politics that 
tracks campaign donors. 

In this decidely liberal 
town. President Bill Clin- 
ton is the candidate of 
choice. He can count on a : 
list celebrities to attract the 
wealthy who like the intox- 
icating feel of rubbing 
shoulders with the power- 
ful and famous. 

On a balmy evening in 
September at a sumptuous 
fundraiser dinner in a stun- 
ning Mediterranean-style 
estate overlooking Beverly 
Hills, Barbra Streisand 
sang and Maya Angelou 
read poetry to a beaming 
Mr. Clinton. 

Limousines lined the 
road leading to the estate. 
By evening's end where 


the top names in entertain- 
ment mingled with Mr. 
Clinton — paying as much 
as $25,000 to get close to 
him — Democrats raised 
$3.5 million . 

For every dollar that goes 
to the Republican Party in 
southern California, 10 go 
to the Democratics, the 
centre said. Mr. Clinton's 
own campaign pulled in 
$442,000 compared to 

Sen. Dole’s $166,000. “It’s 
true this is pretty much a 
one-party town,” said 

Kelly Novak of the Centre 
for Popular Culture. But 
she faults the Republicans 
and, particularly presiden- 
tial candidate Bob Dole, 
for giving up too easily. 

“He didn’t take us seri- 


ously. If he had, he might 
not have found California 
to be such an obstacle in 
his campaign. Mr. Clinton 
came across as more acces- 
sible, even to Republi- 
cans.” 

Republicans do have 
some heavy Hollywood 
hitters in Charlton Heston, 
Sylvester Stallone, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Bruce 
Willis but Ms. Novak said 
Sen. Dole has failed to 
motivate Republican stars 
to rally for him. 

That could hurt his 
“California or bust" strate- 
gy of winning the nation’s 
biggest bunch of electoral 
votes. The state has 54 of 
the 270 electoral votes 
need to win the Nov. 5 


presidential election. 

But Sen. Dole has dug 
himself a deep hole here. 

He excoriated entertain- 
ment executives for debas- 
ing the nation's culture by 
relying on violence and sex 
that have made “Holly- 
wood’s dream factories 
nightmares of depravity.” 

That stand ingratiated 
him with his party’s pow- 
erful right wing but it also 
gave him a bit of a cold 
Dartb Vader image in sharp 
contrast to the saxophone- 
playing Mr. Clinton who 
loves to share the limelight 
with stars. 

Sen. Dole tried to made 
amends and returned to 
Hollywood months later to 
say the studios had res- 


ponded to America’s need 
to see family values 
reflected. To foe baffle- 
ment of some, he heralded 
“Independence Day'’. 1 

True, America does save 
the world from wicked 
aliens and the White House 
gets fried in the film. But ' 
the film also features a 
stripper, her child and her 
boyfriend fighter pilot who 
worries that marrying 
could be a career killer 
there has long been a tight 
bond between Washington 
and Hollywood. 

Veteran legislators gets 
starstruck when celebrities 
come to Capitol Hill to 
espouse their pet views. 
And Hollywood loves to 
schmooze with political 


glitterati. 

Hollywood’s preference 
for Democrats dates back 
to 1945 when Lauren Ba- 
call was photographed 
lying across a piano as 
Harry Truman played. 
Then there was John 
Kennedy and Marilyn 
Monroe. 

A list of individual cam- 
paign southern California 
contributors to candidates 
— limited to $1,000 per 
donor — reads like the 
“who’s who” in Holly- 
wood for Mr. Clinton 
donors. 

Among top Democratic 
givers were dreamworks 
studio executives David 
Geffen ($575,697 ), Steven 
Spielberg ($503,123 ) and 


Jeffrey KatT-^ 
($408.320 ). Formed 0 
Chairman Lew 
gave $507,883 . 

Sen. Dole and- 1 - ^ n ” 
ton fundraisers 0 a 
in contrast bo ^ 
and how 4 s - town 

responds to t- ■ tw0 met1- 
The Streisajt r fundraiser 

pulled out a 1 #* s „ t0 P s “ 
foe mood , 

By contJ&' Sen - *** 
spoke at : Jae fundraiser 
of some igvevpte mclu „ d " 
ing b_jJF actresses Bo 
Dock -trifStacey Scoggins 
that Jbped a mere 
$ 4 qq ngf. The response to 
him JP 5 lukewarm the 
mnnJ&ibdued. . 
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Visit need not be controversial 

REPRESENTATIVES OF 10 opposition parties 
leave for Damascus today on a visit aimed at 
expressing support for Syria in its stalemated peace 
talks with Israel. The visit brings to mind a similar 
mission made by the opposition groups last year 
which led to considerable controversy and split the 
bodypolitic of the country on its appropriateness. 

The current visit, which again conies at the invita- 
tion of the Syrian Progressive National Front, 
should not lead to any controversies this time if the 
delegation sticks to its declared objective of support- 
ing Syria in the peace talks. The whole of Jordan 
agrees on the need to express solidarity with the 
Syrians as they demand their rightful rights from 
Israel. His Majesty King Hussein and the govern- 
ment have repeatedly stressed that they stand 
behind Syria in its demand for the return of all of 
the occupied Syrian lands on the basis of the land- 
for- peace formula. On this front, there is no differ- 
ence between the government and the opposition. 

But Jordanians will have aU the right to be upset 
with the political parties if they repeat what they did 
in the visit of January 1995, when members of the 
visiting group appeared on Syrian television severe- 
ly criticising the Kingdom and its policies on the 
peace process. Criticising the Kingdom on foreign 
land is something that cannot be justified when this 
criticism can be made at home and when peace is a 
goal that all Arab countries are seeking. 

What the opposition should remember is that 
Syria has said it was as committed as Jordan to the 
peace process. And even before Jordan signed its 
peace ti^aty with Israel, Syria and Israel had 
reached an agreement that would have formed the 
basis for a peace treaty had it not been for unex- 
pected political developments that prevented its 
implementation. 

Syria has said it has made : a strategic decision to 
reach peace with Israel. Jordan has expressed com- 
plete support for the Syrian position, which 
demands the implementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 calling' for the return of ail 
Arab land occupied since 1967. 

The government was right to express no opposition 
to the visit because the Jordanian law gives opposi- 
tion the right to express its view on all issues of con- 
cern within the legal and constitutional means. It is 
the respect of the law by both the government and 
the opposition that assures the continuity of the 
democracy which allows the parties to travel to 
Syria on a political mission. This law should not thus 
be violated by either party and for whatever reason. 

The visit of the political parties to Syria will be a 
positive contribution if it does not result in a viola- 
tion of the. law and if it leads to more coordination 
and cooperation between the Kingdom and 
Damascus. After all. the peace battle is one that 
Jordan and Syria launched jointly and want to see 
end in the attainment of comprehensive peace. The 
delegation to Syria should remember this as it airs' 
its views on the peace process and other issues with 
which Jordan and Damascus are concerned. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WINDING UP his tour in the Middle East. French 
President Jacques Chirac declared ar a press conference 
with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, in Cairo, that 
although the U.S. has its role in the Middle East. 
Europe will be playing its own, said a writer for Al Ra’i 
Sunday. The writer said that France has announced time 
and again that it is not competing with the American 
role in this region but seeking to maintain and protect 
its own links and interests with the countries of the 
region which must enjoy stability and peace, said 
Hussein Abu Rumman. The writer said that President 
Chirac realises that the U.S. and Israel are opposed to 
any European role, but is determined to reassert the 
French, and general European role, and help the coun- 
tries of this region to live in peace. France, he added, 
has numerous economic interests in this region and its 
role is welcomed warmly by the Arab countries which 
seek a balanced Western role that would help reestab- 
lish justice. By his tour in the region Mr. Chirac has 
inaugurated France's new role which, said the writer, is 
hoped to achieve success. 

WRITER for Al Dustour criticised Britain for its 

, adve rolein the Middle East “ d 3X0x6 Lond . on ° f 
°n obstructing a positive European Union role inthe 
re. Ta ),er Adwan said that Britain, which has been 
oriiallv responsible for the sufferings of the 
Palev iaI! people after issuing the Balfour declaration, 
has n. ijft e d a finger in defence of the rights of the 
Palestw nor did it try to give momentum to the 
European drive to settle the AraWsraeli conflret 
justly am fairly The writer said Britain, which has 
been respc, sib j e for the Palestinian problem, is doing 
nothing to e, d the human disaster n has created for the 
^bs. The ^ter recalled that Britain was 
“ building up the Western coalition against Iraq m 1990 
the pretext 0 f supporting internauonal legitimacy 
but is clearly hiding behind the U.S. with regard to the 
Midd, e East problem and is doing nothing in support of 
, the ^mentation of international legitimacy and the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions on Palestine. 


Economic Review 


Bv Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Quality appreciation is vital 
to economic development 


HOW CAN Jordan develop and become an emerging 
economy? Traditional economists -weuld—answer this 
question by addressing the resources/factors of produc- 
tion in which Jordan has a comparative advantage, i.e., 
those resources that are relatively cheaper at home than 
abroad. Some goods and services are produced less 
expensively in Jordan than elsewhere, by utilising those 
cheap resources. Jordan has a relative abundance of inex- 
pensive, well-trained labour which it has been sending for 
more than three decades ro the Gulf countries and adver- 
tising to the world to come and employ, whether at home 
or abroad. This is the development story which we have 
been touting for a long time and ii has not done us any 
great good. 

Jordanians working in the Gulf have faithfully remitted 
their savings year after year, only to create more inflation 
than work for the “unlucky" ones that stayed behind. 
Cheap labour alone is not an attraction for investment. In 
fact, cheap labour may be a sign that something is wrong 
with the economy. Expensive, skilled labour, on the other 
hand, is the sign of a healthy economy and a great entice- 
ment for international investment. 

A banker considering investment opportunities in 
Jordan wondered last week how the Lebanese economy 
was able to attract investment at a faster rate than Jordan, 
even though Lebanon had such a prolonged, devastating 
war and Jordan did not. The answer is, contrary to tradi- 
tional economic theory, that the demand for goods and 
services in Lebanon is more sophisticated than the 
demand in Jordan. High and sophisticated demand levels 
require producers to create sophisticated good and ser- 
vices. This, in turn, requires that know-how and skill be 
intensively used in the making of products. Thus, indus- 
try would hire highly skilled workers or train the existing 
work force and pay high wages. leading to higher income 
levels and greater savings which would trigger an even 
greater demand: as a result, investment snowballs and the 
economy takes off. 

Sophisticated demand was parr of the Lebanese attempt. 
The creation of such a demand has little to do with natur- 
al endowments in minerals and resources, but has every- 
thing to do with several factors, which include the global- 
isation of the economy. Opening the economy allows the 
consumer to view and evaluate a wide array of options 
and thus develop a certain taste and a sense of quality. As 
a high sense of quality emerges, people create a highly 
competitive market in which firms must vie with each 
other and the world, not only in price but also in quality. 
As this sense takes over the purchasing behaviour of a 
nation, firms that strive to and succeed in advancing their 
production methods and the quality of their products are 
rewarded by consumer purchases and high revenues. 
Most significantly, prices increase as the quality improves 
just like in the Japanese success case, and many other 
models around the world. After all. no one can say that 
U.S. or German labour is inexpensive, yet everyone 
agrees that they are highly skilled and productive. 

Quality appreciation is vital to development because it 


addresses the demand side of the market and gives hopes 
of development to countries that have scarce natural 
resources. Jordan witnessed a boost in quality apprecia- 
tion with the return of Jordanians from Kuwait in 1991. 
Due to their lifestyle in a consumption-oriented society 
like Kuwait, they developed a sense of quality which thev 
brought with them to Jordan and which they demanded 01 
the domestic market. As a result of this demand and the 
injection of investment funds, which unfortunately went 
mainlv into the construction sector, the economy took off 
in 1992 and expanded by 16 per cent, a growth rate that 
exceeded the hiehesi rates of Jordans best year 197.?- 
1983. 

The inclusion of demand as a factor in the development 
of a countrv is not very new to economics. Professor 
Michael Porter from Harvard University put forth, twen- 
ty five years ago. a new paradigm lor development that 
uniquelv views the whole economy, delineating e\er>- 
thins and ignoring nothing. In his model, several factors 
have to be considered within a dynamic framework to cre- 
ate an advanced economy. 

Relationships among firms in the economy are \erv 
important for the creation of a strongly competitive mar- 
ket at home. To become a global competitor one must first 
learn compete at home. No industry can take-oft by sim- 
ply leaping over its domestic competition and going into 
the international markets. Such industries will always be 
subject to great risks and are susceptible to tailure. 

Furthermore, intra-industrial relationships and coopera- 
tion must be advanced and developed. Economies where 
firms are unable to rely on other firms for goods and ser- 
vices are never to develop. In otiter words, a firm must be 
able to rely on other firms for certain processes of pro- 
duction. otherwise all production will have to be done in- 
house. which takes away the ability of a firm to expand 
and sain scale economies. 

Additionally, factors of production must be sophisticat- 
ed and willing to undergo a continuous process of training 
and retraining. New processes require new skills and the 
fastest method for acquiring new skills is through train- 
ing. The average person in the U.S. is expected to retrain 
three times in a lifetime. The typical Japanese executive 
undergoes a continues training process for at least one 
third of his career. 

The government plays an important role in the Porter 
model. It is supposed to facilitate greater competition, 
maintain political stability, open markets to global com- 
petition and enhance the physical infrastructure and 
human resources. 

Overall, the insight of professor Porter into economic 
development provides more hope to Jordan than any other 
model. The immediate applicability of his theory, which 
has been proven in many countries that are similar to 
Jordan, makes it a necessary ingredient in our develop- 
mental and intellectual frameworks. The time has come 
for demand, and not the government, to be the one to 
blamfe for some of Jordan’s ailments. 


Personal choice, freedom of expression 
are essential for progress of democracy 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

THE INTOLERANCE 
that deputies and opposi- 
tion Figures have been 
demonstrating against 
exactly the same freedoms 
they should be upholding 
and defending is stagger- 
ing. to say the least. 

Their attempts to silence 
their critics and to halt 
television programmes 
that are not to their liking, 
resonate with alarm about 
the state and the future of 
our democracy. 

It is indeed alarming that 
those opposition figures 
seem to accept, and 
demand, criticism when it 
is directed at others. But 
when they are its target, 
especially in the media, 
they bring up anachronis- 
tic values and ideals to 
protest the unsuitability 
and inappropriaieness of 
such criticism. 

Against the backdrop of 
continued demands for 
more freedoms that those 
Parliamentary opposition 
figures have been making, 
their attacks on such new 
television talk shows as 
the satirical series 
""Welcome government." 
and new satirical publica- 
tions as the weekly Abed 
Rabbo. seem incompre- 
hensible. 

Unless one accepts the 
premise that the kind of 
freedom the opposition 
wants is that which bites 
all but themselves, we 
have no choice but to tell 
our deputies that freedoms 
of the press and expression 
are indivisible. 

Democracy is a package 
deal. They either accept it 
as a system of government 
or else they opt for selec- 
tivity as a way of life, ' 

Most people would 
remember the opposition 
deputies* outcry when 
Jordan television decided 
not to aij - their speeches in 
frill during the debate on 
the government's decision 


to lift subsidies on bread 
and fodder last August. All 
hell broke loose in protest 
then. Opposition members 
of the Lower House 
severely criticised JTV 
and blasted the govern- 
ment for this “massive 
infringement on democra- 
cy," The deputies even 
went as far as boycotting 
the sessions of the House 
at what was seen as a crit- 
ical moment in this coun- 
try’s political and socio- 
economic history. 

But now that the opposi- 
tion figures became a tar- 
get of the satire "Welcome 
government." just as the 
government did in fact, 
many of them appear to 
have forgotten everything 
they have called for. over 
the past three years. Not 
only have they shown 
complete Lack of under- 
standing of the message 
and meaning of the show: 
they have also threatened 
to take the prime minister, 
his minister of information 
and the television station 
to court over it. 

We do not know yet 
whether they still want to 
carry out the threat after 
actors Nabeel and Hisham 
apologised publicly for 
one-line they used about 
the deputies in one of the 
early shows. But whatever 
happens, 'the episode 
remains a case in point of 
how the assumed protec- 
tors of democracy are will- 
ing to sidestep its rules and 
ideals when it does not 
serve their best interests. 

Opposition deputies in 
particular, who keep criti- 
cising the government 
over what they describe as 
its violations of public 
freedoms and infringe- 
ment on democracy, can- 
not be intolerant of oth- 
ers* rights and freedoms. 

But. it seems, it is not 
only the parliamentary 
opposition that sometimes 
condemns freedoms which 
they themselves had 


fought and long demand- 
ed. 

Supposedly other advo- 
cates of public freedoms 
do likewise. A lawyer 
recently wrote in one of 
the daily newspapers criti- 
cising a new talk show on 
Jordan Television. 

“People's talk." (The pro- 
gramme) should be halted, 
be said, "because it tackles 
problems that do not exist 
in our society." 

According to the lawyer, 
Musa Al A" raj. reports 
about "crimes of honour" 
and “abuse of women" in 
Jordan are baseless claims. 
He believes the pro- 
gramme should be stopped 
because it tackles phenom- 
ena that are “alien" to our 
society. 

Probably the lawyer has 
□ever heard the calls of his 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan when he 
addressed such “heinous 
crimes" that are commit- 
ted in the name of “hon- 
our". or otherwise, in our 
midst. It seems Mr. A’ raj 
never looked at the Public 
Security Department's 
annual reports that list 
“crimes of honour" as reg- 
istering the highest rate of 
crimes committed in the 
Kingdom. 

Our advocates of public 
freedoms go even further 
and call for "stopping" the 
publication of the satirical 
weekly Abed Rabbo. The 
newspaper, which 

appeared on the stands just 
a few of months ago, was 
one of their main targets. 
In meetings of the opposi- 
tion figures, in the press 
and most recently over the 
Internet, voices called for 
closing the weekly down 
because "it has crossed the 
forbidden limits.” 

It is quite amazing to see 
that the government, 
which has been the most 
frequent target of Abed 
Rabbo's scathing attacks, 
either by words and draw- 
ings, has been more toler- 


ant than the opposition Fig- 
ures and so-called 
guardians of public free- 
doms who saw' in this 
newspaper an infringe- 
ment on moral ethics and 
cultural behaviour. 

In their claimed position 
as defenders of public 
freedoms. opposition 
deputies should not. can- 
not. try to suppress other 
people’s opinions. They 
are entitled to express dis- 
approval of certain pro- 
grammes and newspapers, 
but they cannot, by any 
means, call for "stopping" 
a programme or "closing 
down" a newspaper. 

The facts show that the 
opposition deputies do not 
speak for the people in 
their current campaign. 
Most of their targets are 
“widely circulated news- 
papers" or "very popular 
talk shows" or "most 
favourite series." like the 
"Bold and the Beautiful" 
TV drama, to which 
deputies objected on moral 
grounds. 

It is quite frightening to 
think that self-appointed 
or elected human rights 
advocates are seeking to 
place more curbs on public 
and personal freedoms. 

This can only prove that 
democratic thinkiag is still 
some distance from being 
instilled in our collective 
culture. Articles and pro- 
grammes like the ones to 
which the deputies object 
can help mould that cul- 
ture, although their value 
can vary from one person 
to another. We are not 
defending “Abed Rabbo” 
or the "Bold and the 
Beautiful." but they 
should be there for those 
who want to read and 
watch them. 

Guaranteeing personal 
choice is essential to 
advance democracy. 

The writer is a member of 
the Jordan Times' editorial 
staff. 
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Conscientious 
objectors in Is 
— not a remote 
possibility 

By Waleed M- Sadi 

THE PROPHECY of the Head TelAnv U» 

Centre for StrtHe.ni f Stedtc. rr.'lc«* * ev , 
Israel i. heading to*arJs a tinman eoup ii fellMnj, : 
have been as fri'oiou* or innrvcat H nry 
While it i> true that any *‘* { ‘ K J putsch feggf 
appears to be far fetched urtd remnte. the went • 

of ii vussests nioiN cx itwi go r*> ord the suhjea tesft : 
Israel remains a Gable and operational democracy ag , 
there can he no room for military mtervenuoitt 
reef its path as much as would like to see 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and ins Lftod-fed gfc 
emment change their '■lance on the peace process. ; 

The Arab countries Mjifcrcd a great deaf from nnftsfy 
coups d'etat and we are not about to welcome their pg*. : 
liberation to other countries in the region. If ' 

needs to be made in Israel or elsewhere in the MsJbJb 
E ast, it shoulJ be brought about by democratic ftiesfe i 
rather than by revolutionary methods that have fcpe&.p 
edN proved their futility _ . -..s- V 

So why are there people within Israel who still «p«Sx J 
late about a military coup at a time when they • 
very well that it is so remote that if belongs to Ihe reaha 
of the impossible 

The answer may lie in the fact that distrust beoR&oi 1 
the political establishment and the military is more ptt- 
vusive than originally thought It is an open secret <ha ’. 
the Israeli military leadership was repeatedly excluded ’ 
from the decision-making process by Mr. .VetanyafBL-fr - 
it rums out to be absolutely true that the gmenmzestof 
Neianyahu is- deeply suspicious of the Labour-^ppoha- 
ed military and security leadership, then it may suit the 
purposes of the extremists to drive a wedge between the ■ 
military who have approved the Oslo I and II acconfc , 
and the government which opposes them. It is no 
longer inconceivable that the ant! current military brad* 
ership in Israel aims to take Likud members away frons ■ 
the scene and replace them w ith like-minded military 
staff by spreading rumours about military interventioBS. 

What w e may rake more seriously, though, is the story ( 
about some Israeli soldiers w ho threaten not to report j 
for dury by disobeying call-up orders lo express ifrrir 
objections to Netanyahu's policies. What gives cre- 
dence to this story is the joint letter, sent nor too 
ago. to the Israeli prime minister by several Israeli offi- 
cers and soldiers which was openly critical of his poti-: t 
tion on the Oslo accords w ith the Palestinians. This l 
w ould be reminiscent of the U.S. experience during The 
Vietnam war. when thousands of Americans refused j 
military service and burned their military call-up order* j 
in defiance of Washington's determination to pursue ft* j 
military objectives in that country. It is conceivable dftt 
some Israeli soldiers may opt to emulate the Americans,, 
under certain conditions, and the Israeli governm^* 
should no longer view this possibility as too remote ta 
take seriously." ’ • : \\ 

International human rights conventions accord me* j 
and women eligible for military duty the right to reftw j 
military service as conscientious objectors and demand j 
instead a substitute serv ice. Such objectors can base j 
their rejection of military involvement on moral or refir j 
gious grounds. ’ -■> 

The scope of moral ground is so wide as to allow pe*H 
pie disapproving of ascertain war effort to invoke itnt 
support of their stance. The religious argument is mottr 
restraining since it has to be based on clear religiofflt 
edicts before it can be entertained in a court of laai.L^ 
When young Israelis feel that their new leadership 
robbing them of the opportunity to lead a normal 
they could very well make their objections loud and j 
clear as their counterpans in several Western societies. ; 
have done in the past. . i 

If Israelis are just as much westernised as the { 
Americans or the Swedes or the Dutch, for example, j 
we might as well expect expressions of opposition to j 
certain wars in the form of draft dodging. In a way, tin* j 
kind of development on the Israeli scene may prows j 
useful to advance the prospects of peace In the Middle ' 
East. In any case, Israeli is treaty obligated to honour 
the principle of “conscientious objection" by virtue tjf] 
its ratification of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPRj. This has been the estab- 
lished jurisprudence of the Committee on Hums* 
Rights (CHR) which monitors and applies tfe. 
Covenant. In other words, Israeli men and women mif- 
reftise military' service in any future armed conflict that 
Prime Minister Netanyahu might drag them in, in de£. 
erence ro their moral stand on "the pea"ce process. 
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LETTERS 

Lion ’s share misplaced 

To the Editor: 

REGARDING THE article "China wins cold in photogn^By 
contest" ("Jordan Times. Oct. 26. 1996). I would like to date 
these remarks: The Second International Photographic 
Competition, which Concluded Thursday at the RovaJ CiilBU®! 
Centre and was entitled “Peace for This World", had five 
components that were to be taken into consideration wfe# 
appraising the exhibits: childhood, human portrait. aesthetfc& 
landscape and tourism. 

Jordan won the lion's share, for ii acquired three go# 
medals, won by Yahya Massad (childhood), UsaO* 
atourt aesthetics). Fadi Haddad i tourism) and three bnMflf 
medals, won by Shuman Mohammad (childhood). Anns 
Homsi (landscape.) and Yahya Massad (tourism). Jordan iWT 
won tour meritoria! certificates. 

China won one gold medal, three silver medals and 
bronze medal as well as two meritoria! certificates. . - 

Dr. Fadi Haddad 

Aramas* 

7 J ttieS welcomes ^rs and conmbu&tf- 
Unerl i^ ad J r L° n an , y . Subject tll£ y to ladder 
tain the writ publication, however, should cOh< 
well Nam ^ preferably address flj 
utder t Z * t Qn be Wlthheld onl >- «pon requested: 
editiL n^lr tCttma ^ Hees ‘ Uuers orelubjeeT^ 
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cle ntioiis Ara bs expect U.S. peace efforts 

I s to continue after Nov. 5 election 

a remot 

sibility 

tal«d M. Sadj 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
and Arab expens believe 
the United States will pur- 
sue its efforts for a peace 
settlement in the Middle 
East after the November 
presidential election, no 
matter who wins. 

A senior Arab League 
official who requested 
anonymity said even a vic- 
tory "by former Republican 
Senator Bob Dole over the 
incumbent. Democrat Bill 
Clinton, “won't make much 
of a difference." 

'There are institutions in 
the United States that are 
well rooted.” he said. 
“There cannot be funda- 
mental foreign policy 
changes." 

The official added, how- 
ever, that “the United States 
will have a freer hand to be 
more active in the Middle 
East" after the Nov. 5 pres- 
idential vote. 

“But that doesn't mean 
there will be a magic solu- 
tion. more U.S. pressure on 
Israel or that the new U.S. 
administration will act 
according to the wishes of 
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Jordan opposition parties visit 
Syria today to ‘express solidarity’ 
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the Arabs," he said. 

For Manur A1 Shorbaey. 
an Egyptian political scien- 
tist specialising in Ameri- 
can affairs, the difference 
will be dictated by “the bal- 
ance between the executive 
and legislative branch." 

Foreign Ministry officials 
in Cairo anticipate Clin- 
ton's reelection and no fun- 
damental changes in U.S. 
policy vis-a-vis the peace 
process. 

“We don't expect any big 
differences to emerge con- 
cerning U.S. policies 
towards Israel be it under a 
Mr. Dole or Mr. Clinton 
administration." one offi- 
cial said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa declined to 
speculate on the outcome 
but said: “I have always 
thought that a country like 
die United States, should 
noL even in time of elec- 
tions. be diplomatically- 
crippled." 

For the head of the Lon-; 
don-based centre of Arab 
studies. Abdul Maguid 
Farid, the onus for anv 


change to secure a compre- 
hensive Arab-lsraeli settle- 
ment is on the Arabs them- 
selves. 

He excluded any U.S. 
economic pressure on Israel 
after the elections but 
expected the new president 
to take a tougher approach 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in a 
bid to salvage stability in 
the region. 

“Whoever wins, the real 
key to solving our problems 
will continue to be Arab 
coordination ... for the sake 
of preserving stability in 
this region which is consid- 
ered one of the most vital 
regions for American 
strategic interests. 

“A lack of stability in the 
region will trigger anger in 
the .Arab street and could 
mean chat .Arab govern- 
ments will delay or stop 
normalisation twith Israel) 
or take other measures 
which could harm U.S. 
interests in the region,” he 
said. 


(Continued from page 12) 
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government “has no prob- 
lem with the visit." 

“The parties are free to 
visit any brotherly .Arab 
state as long as they remain 
committed to the Constitu- 
tion and the political parties 
law,” said the official, who 
asked not to be named. 

“All parties are free to 
express their views on the 
peace process and other 
issues but we would like to 
remind them that the law 
does not allow parties to 
have external financial and 


organisational 
added the official. 

The official reiterated 
Jordan’s support for 
Syria's “strategic decision" 
to work for peace with 
Israel on the basis of U.N. 
resolutions and the land- 
for-peace formula. 

“We support Syria’s posi- 
tion in the (peace) negotia- 
tions and urge Israel to 
heed Damascus' demands 
for resuming the talks on 
the basis of this formula," 
said the official. 

Dr. Zayyadin said the del- 
egation was expected to be 


received in Syria by Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

Jordanian-Syrian rela- 
tions have stabilised after 
His Majesty’ King Hussein 
visited Syria in August after 
the two leaders met on the 
peripheries of the Arab 
summit in Cairo in June. 

During the meeting, the 
King presented President 
Hafez A1 Assad with a file 
listing what Jordan said 
were 62 sabotage attempts 
by Syrian-based groups. No 
such attempts were repott- 
ed since then. 


Ross seeks to seal Hebron deal 
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(Continued from page 1) 
ed issues are still disput- 
ed," said Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat. 

He said the differences 
included Israel's demand 
for the right to pursue 
Palestinian militants into 
parts of Hebron vacated by 
Israel and what weapons 
Palestinian police would 
cany. 

Mr. Netanyahu's han- 
dling of peace talks and his 
■Settlement policy in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
where 140,000 Jews live 
among two million Pales- 
tinians have angered his 
Arab peace partners. 

Mr. Netanyahu lifted the 
previous government's 
restrictions on settlement 
activity in August. Settlers 
said on Sunday technical 
details which had held up 
sale of the 3,000 empty 
apartments in the West 
Bank settlements had now 
been overcome. 

“Prices were set for the 
apartments and the market- 
ing has begun." said settler 
leader Aharon Domb. A 
government spokesman 
said he was checking the 
re pen. 

The apartments were 
completed years ago but 
Israel’s Labour government 
had blocked their sale. 

Peace Now. a left-wing 
organisation that monitors 
settlement construction, 
-’criticised the decision and 
said in a statement that the 
move was '* intended to 
stop the peace process and 
the negotiations." 

Israel Radio said that 
some 700 of the homes 
released for sale were in the 


West Bank settlement of 
Arid and others were in 
Kiiyat Arba outside 
Hebron. 

Mr. Bar-lllan confirmed 
the prime minister 
approved putting the homes 
on the market but denied it 
was directly tied to the 
Hebron redeployment 
negotiations. 

Mr. Ross and the two 
sides met in the Tel Aviv 
home of U.S. Ambassador 
Martin Indyk late Saturday 
evening in talks led by 
Mahmoud Abbas. Mr. 
Arafat's second in com- 
mand. and Israeli Chief of 
Staff Amnon Shahuk. 

“There is still a gap and 
the differences remain 
deep." Palestinian negotia- 
tor Hassan Asfour said. 

Aside from the hot pur- 
suit issue, differences focus 
on security arrangements 
on Tel Abu Sneina, a hill 
overlooking the Jewish set- 
tlements. and on a road 
nearby the Beit Hadasa set- 
tlement in the city centre. 
Mr. Asfour said. 

Gaps also remain over 
limits on armaments which 
Israel wants to impose on 
Palestinian police and the 
details of a joint security 
commission, he said. 

Meanwhile, in the volatile 
city. Jewish settlers opened 
fire on Palestinians who 
threw rocks at their car as 
thev drove through an Arab 
neighbourhood. Israel 
Radio reported. 

No one was injured in the 
shooting and the two were 
arrested by Israeli soldier* 
who also sealed off the 
street where the incident 
occured. 


A member of the Israeli 
negotiating team. Oren 
Shahdr.'raet in Hebron with 
a delegation from the Jew- 
ish settlements to defend 
the withdrawal negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Shahor, quoted by the 
radio, insisted the negotia- 
tions have led to “an 
improvement compared to 
the original accords" on the 
pullout detailed in the 1995 
Oslo agreement. 

In the negotiations, nei- 
ther side wants a delay 
amid multiplying warnings 
about violence from Jewish 
settlers and suicide attacks 
by militants. 

Ramadan Abdullah Shal- 
iah, the leader of the mili- 
tant Islamic Jihad, said 
Sunday that Mr. Arafat's 
security forces were pre- 
venting the group from 
carrying out suicide bomb- 
ings and other attacks in 
Israel. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Arabic service of 
the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Mr. Shallah 
vowed to carry out attacks 
to avenge last year’s assas- 
sination of former Jihad 
leader. Fathi Shaqaqi. 

Meanwhile, both Pales- 
tinians and Israelis were 
attempting to strengthen 
their hold in Hebron. 

The daily Yediot Ahronot 
said Israel noted a Palestin- 
ian attempt to take over 
houses in Hebron that lie 
between a Jewish enclave 
in the city and the nearby 
Jewish settlement of Kiryar 
Arba. About 450 Jews live 
among 120,000 Palestini- 
ans in Hebron and most are 
ardent nationalists. 


Peres says Assad had agreed to meet him 
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Palestinians nothing in 
negotiations. 

’’Only now they re 
beginning to understand 
that if you want peace for 
nothing, you have noth- 
ing," Mr. Peres said. He 
said the Likud Parry “can- 
not remain in their own 
ideology.... They have to 
■\ move as well.” 

He also said that his crit- 
icism of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
government was raised 


doubts about Mr. 
Netanyahu among 

israelis. “I think that 
many people are begin- 
ning to feel that maybe we 
were right," he said. 

Arguing that Israel and 
the Arabs would eventual- 
ly achieve peace, he said 
the negotiations w'ere like 
“an advanced pregnan- 
cy.” When asked when 
the baby would arrive, he 
replied "not in nine 
months.” 

Mr. Peres made tew 
direct criticisms of Mr. 


Netanyahu \o reporters, 
but in an interview pub- 
lished Sunday by the Ara- 
bic daily A1 Hay3t he 
accused the Israeli leader 
of slowing down the 
peace process. 

“A tortoise cannot par- 
ticipate in a horse race ... 
You cannot say you want 
to be a tortoise and ask 
others to be tortoises,” he 
said. "My criticism of the 
government is that it 
chose to move slowly 
while all the rest are hur- 
rying up. 



PEACE RALLY: Tens of thousands of Israelis demonstrate for peace late Saturday with a 
huge rally marking the first anniversary of the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. The demonstrators gathered outside the prime minister's office after they formed a 
five-kilometre human ‘Chain of Peace' from downtown Jerusalem tu Rabin's grave 
(Reuters photo) 


Reduction in bread prices 
unlikely before new year 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — Although Jor- 
dan has signed a contract to 
buy 150.000 tonnes of 
wheat at the lowest price in 
several years, the price of 
bread in the Kingdom is 
expected to go down only 
by the new year barring a 
political decision to the 
contrary, officials and mar- 
ket experts said Sunday. 

"The government would 
like to announce a reduc- 
tion in bread prices imme- 
diately. but practical rea- 
sons warrant otherwise.” 
said an official source. “It 
(the government) does not 
warn tor be rushed into 
reducing the prices only to 
confront a possible reversal 
of the recent drop in 
international prices for 
wheat." 

On the other hand, how- 
ever. observers said, the 
government might opt for 
an immediate reduction in 
prices in a bid to under- 
mine opposition attacks 
based on its recent decision 
to increase the price of 
bread. 

“A political decision is 
the wild card,” commented 
an observer. “If the opposi- 
tion pressure and criticism 
gets too strong, the govern- 
ment might simply pull the 
rug from under the opposi- 
tion's feet by announcing a 
cut in the prices of bread." 

The suggested cut in the 
price is 2U fils per kilo- 
gramme from 180 fils for 
the most popular type of 
bread, according to offi- 
cials. but there is no clear 
decision either in this 
regard. 

Based on simple econom- 
ic considerations, the gov- 
ernment is planning to 
bring about a gradual 
reduction in prices, allow- 
ing market forces to be the 
dominant factor while also 
ensuring that the poor seg- 
ment of the society would 
not be adversely affected. 


Several reasons are seen 
behind the government 
thinking, including unclear 
signals as yet that the dip in 
international prices for 
wheat is here to stay for 
some time and a strategy 
aimed at encouraging the 
private sector to import 
wheat — a government 
monopoly until August this 
year — and ultimately giv- 
ing private importers the 
lion’s share of the market. 

The govemmeni is also 
anxious to ensure that sup- 
plying wheat at lower 
prices to private sector bak- 
eries would not lead to 
hoarding against expecta- 
tions of a rise in the 
international prices, offi- 
cials said. 

In immediate practical 
terms. any immediate 
reduction in the price of 
wheat sold to the private 
sector would also mean that 
the government would be 
selling at below-cost prices 
because the grain 'was 
bought when prices were 
high. 

According to the officials, 
the present stocks in the 
warehouses of the Ministry 
of Supply were bought in 
the range of S220 to $210. 

The officials said the new 
shipment of 150,000 tonnes 
of American wheat that Jor- 
dan contracted this month 
at $164 per tonne was not 
expected to arrive in the 
Kingdom before December. 
As such, they said, the gov- 
ernment wants a reduction 
in bread prices only after 
the actual grain enters the 
ministry's warehouses, 
v “Even at that, the govern- 
ment might want to supply 
the wheat only to state-run 
bakeries to be processed 
and sold at reduced prices.” 
said one official. But the 
argument against that line 
of the thinking is the inabil- 
ity of the state-owned bak- 
eries to meet the entire 
demand of the market and 
the simple logic that the 
•government cannot under- 


cut the private sector by not 
supplying low-price wheat 
to non-government bak- 
eries. 

“The government will 
like to see the private sector 
actively importing wheat, 
along with other" staples 
like rice and sugar, and 
market forces dictating 
prices in a healthy environ- 
ment," said an official 
source. "At the same time, 
the government will also 
like not to provide room for 
exploitation and monopoly 
trade.” 

According to another 
official, the Ministry of 
Supply is seeking to sign 
one-year or six-month con- 
tracts with wheat suppliers 
at low prices. But, by mar- 
kei definition, such con- 
tracts are difficult to come 
by because suppliers 
would balk at committing 
themselves to low prices 
for medium-term deliver- 
ies. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and other 
members of his cabinet said 
recently that the consump- 
tion of bread in Jordan went 
down by 45 per cent after 
the government increased 
the prices of bread and 
rechannelled subsidies for 
wheat into direct cash pay- 
ments to Jordanians in 
August. 

The main reasons cited 
for the decline in consump- 
tion are less wastage and a 
significant drop in smug- 
gling of wheat and bread to 
neighbouring countries. 

Government figures show 
that Jordan consumed 
around 700,1X10 tonnes of 
wheat in 1995; local pro- 
duction accounted for only 
10 per cent. 

Official estimates indi- 
cate that the Kingdom will 
import around 350.000 to 
400,000 tonnes of wheal 
this year (based on an 
expectation that the net 
reduction in consumption 
would be around 30 to 35 
per cent). 


Middle East off the U.S. campaign map 


WASHINGTON (R) — In the 
race for the White House, foreign 
policy usually takes a back seat. 

But in next week's election, 
international affairs are not even 
on the campaign bus. 

That includes the Middle Easu 
which the Clinton administration 
had once hoped to tout ns a for- 
eign policy success. 

In Ns four years at the While 
House. President Bill Clinton has 
hosted three Arab-lsraeli sum- 
mits, visited Israel twice and sent 
his Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, to the Middle East 
more than 20 limes — complied 

with once to Beijing. 

Conventional wisdom had it 
that Mr. Ginton invested so much 


■time and effort because he want- 
ed Jewish funding for his Demo- 
cratic Party and the Jewish vote 
on Nov. 5. 

"He's already gut ft," said Poll- 
ster John Zrigbv. “The majority uf 
American Jews say they are 
going to vote lor him." 

Jews make up less than two per 
cent of die electorate bin they are 
concentrated in important elec- 
toral college states such as New 
York. Illinois, Pennsylvania. Cali- 
fornia and Florida. 

This could be a clincher in a 
tight race, but Mr. Ginton is up to 
15 points aJiead of Republican 
challenger Bob Dole in opinion 
polls. 

He doesn't need a foreign poli- 


cy success nor the Jewish vote to 
win. pollsters agree. 

Mr. Ginton's repealed commit- 
ment to the security of the Jewish 
state lias earned him the reputa- 
tion uf being the friendliest presi- 
dent ever towards Israel. 

This has not deterred Arab 
Americans from baking him, 
according to a p< »1] Mr. Zogby 
conducted during the fipfl week 
of October. Arab Americans, who 
make up about one pereent of 
voter*, prefer Mr. Ginton over 
Mr. Dole by the same 14 to 1 5 per 
cent margin ns nationally. 

One reason for this popularity 

has been Mr. Clinton's efforts to 
keep Israeli-Palestinian peace on 
track. 


EU to name special envoy to Mideast 


(Continued from page 1 > 

tribuiion and involvement 
in the peace process." 

Since the Palestinians 
took their first steps to self- 
government last year, the 
EU has already given or 
committed some 350 mil- 
lion European currency 
units ($300 million) to the 


Palestinians. 

Underscoring their sup- 
port for the Palestinians 
during the recent crisis, the 
EU agreed to provide an 
extra $22 million in aid to 
cover the running costs of 
Arafat's administration. 

The EU is also a major 
trading partner of Israel. 

At the meeting, the EU 


foreign ministers will also 
pressure their Danish coun- 
terpart to back EU propos- 
als to retaliate against U.S. 
legislation that punishes 
foreigners trading with 
Cuba. They will also assess 
what they can do to help, 
diplomatically and with 
humanitarian aid, in the cri- 
sis in eastern Zaire. 


Hariri says social 
issues priority of 
new government 


BEIRUT iR> — Prime 
Minister Rafik AJ Hariri 
began work on forming a 
new government at the 
weekend and said its top 
priorily would be tackling 
Lebanon's social problems. 

Mr. Hariri, who concen- 
trated in his first four years 
us prime minister on a 
multi-billion dollar drive to 
rebuild Lebanon's war- 
shattered infrastructure, has 
often been -accused of 
ignoring social problems 
and poverty. 

Laying out new priorities 
at a mass meeting of busi- 
nessmen and politicians on 
Saturday, he said social 
issues and forging a “social 
contract" between business 
and labour would be the 
new government's chief 
concerns. 

“1 repeat what I have said 
before, that it is necessary 
to work on social problems 
and this will be our priority, 
for example, health, trans- 
port and education," Mr. 
Hariri told the businessmen 
and politicians. 

“Also, dialogue between 
the w orkers and employers 
in order to achieve the sign- 
ing of a social contract 
between them," he said. 

Political sources expect 
the new government to be 
completed this week. 

Mr. Hariri said he w ould 
not allow its members to 
indulge in the squabbling 
that sometimes paralysed 
his previous governments. 

“I want a government 
without internal disputes. 
The opposition is in parlia- 
ment. not in the govern- 
ment. There must be no 
opposition in the council of 
ministers," he said. 

Many of the parliamen- 
tary deputies Mr. Hariri 


consulted on Saturday and 
Sunday on the makeup ul 
the new government told 
him that the revolution of 
social problems must top 
its agenda. 

Concerns about poverty, 
low pay anJ dilapidated 
public services lu\e 
plagued Mr. Hariri since he 
rook office in October l‘*M2 
to rebuild die counuy alter 
16 years of civil war. 

A report this month that 
one million ot Lebanon's 
3.1 million people live in 
pos'erry re ignited public 
concern just as Mr. Hariri 
prepared to form tlie new 
government alter recent 
parliamentary elections. 

Mr. Hariri has often said 
workers desers e better con- 
ditions but the cash- 
strapped government could 
do nothing dial would 
adversely affect oxer- 
stretched public finances. 

Facing mounting labour 
militancy and sporadic 
unrest, his previous govern- 
ments delayed pay raises 
while banning public 
protests, once using the 
army to impose a curfew. 

State schoolteachers have 
called a strike for Nov. 14 
to protest against the gov- 
ernment’s failure to include 
funds for an agreed pay rise 
in the 1 997 budget. 

“We must give every 
Lebanese a chance to work. 
This way we will end the 
economic and social prob- 
lems of Lebanon." Mr. 
Hariri said. “We must do a 
lot for industry in the next 
10 years." 

He indicated he would 
maintain a strong currency 
and said he would not raise 
personal and corporate tax 
ceilings. 


Israel to allow imports 
from Qatar, Oman 


TEL AVIV (R.) — Israel 
will soon permit imports 
from Oman and Qatar, 
which have recently estab- 
lished economic ties with 
the Jewish state, an Israeli 
trade official said on Sun- 
day. 

Zohar Peri, head of the 
foreign trade administra- 
tion at Israel’s ministry of 
industry’ and trade, said that 
at a meeting last Thursday 
representatives of the for- 
eign and trade ministries 
decided to take Oman and 
Qatar off the list of coun- 
tries with which it is pro- 
hibited to trade. 

“The final authorisation 
will be given in the coming 
days and then it will be pos- 
sible to import goods from 
the two countries,” he told 
Reuters. 

He refused to comment 
on whether it was possible 
to export to the two coun- 
tries. 

“Oman and Qatar were on 
a list of countries from 
which it was not allowed to 
import because they had a 


boycott on Israel," Mr. 
Peri said. “But now we 
have relations with those 
countries, with economic 
representatives in both." 

Oman and Qatar have 
forged ahead of other Gulf 
states in establishing eco- 
nomic relations with Israel 
though they have stopped 
short of full diplomatic 
relations pending the reso- 
lution of all Arab-lsraeli 
conflicts. 

They are the only two 
states in the region to have 
allowed Israel to set up 
trade missions and Oman 
has a trade representative in 
Israel. But Qatar recently- 
said it would delay opening 
its trade representation in 
Israel because of the slow 
progress in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Libya. Syria. Saudi Ara- 
bia, Indonesia and 
Malaysia are among those 
still on Israel's list of coun- 
tries from which imports 
are prohibited, Mr. Peri 
said. 


Kabariti holds talks 
with Husseini 


(Continued from page 1) 

ments and so return the 
negotiations to square one." 

“Just as they (Isurelis) 
have security needs so do 
we. and also have econom- 
ic needs and we need to dis- 
cuss details." he said. 

On Jordan's support for 
the Palestinians in the 
negotiations, Mr. Husseini 
said: “Jordan plays an 
important positive role and 
(Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin) Netanyahu has 


heard Jordan’s strong voice 
criticising Israel's adamant 
position." 

With regard to the need 
for an Arab summit to 
group Jordan. Syria. Egypt 
and Palestine in case ihe 
negotiations with Israel 
become deadlocked, he 
said: “Should the negotia- 
tors fail to arrive at a solu- 
tion in the coming days we 
feel that we have to con- 
template this move. Yes we 
are in need of an .Arab 
summit meeting.” 


KDP likes to delay peace talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said he was in contact 
with both sides to set an exact 
date. 

Mr. Mirani said the Kurdish 
agreements concluded Fast year 
in Drogheda. Ireland and Paris 
were nu longer valid. 

“These agreements were con- 
cluded in different ' circum- 
stances, and i believe we must 
begin a new stage in the negoti- 


ations by taking the develop- 
ments into consideration," he 
said. The PUK said the talks 
should be based on previous 
agreements. 

The KDP extended its grip 
over most of Iraqi Kurdistan in 
September alter Iraqi troops 
helped it seize the main city of 
Erbij, but the PUK recovered 
some ol its lost territory during 
a counter-offensive this menu 
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Arab 
food 
imports 
to peak 
at $50b 
in ’96 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Food imports by Arab states 
are set to jump by more than 
40 per cent to a record $50 
billion in 1996 mainly 
because of higher cereal 
consumption, a local report 
has saiil 

The food imports by the 
22-member Arab League, 
mostly from industrial 
nations, stood at nearly S35 
billion in 1995. said the 
report by the Union of Arab 
Chambers of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture. 

“Expectations are that the 
import bill will rise to $50 
billion as Arab states will 
import more cereals, includ- 
ing 20 million tonnes of 
wheat." said the report, car- 
ried by the United Arab 
Emirates daily Ai Khaleej. 

According to official 
reports, Arab countries 
imported between 15 million 
and 18 million tonnes of 
wheat annually over the past 
five years. Imports also 
cover other cereals as well as 
meal, food oil, sugar and 
vegetable. 

Arab governments have 
often come under fire for 
failing to take measures to 
ease reliance on imported 
food Factors behind such a 
reliance include inadequate 
fanning policies and lack of 
agricultural investment 
Only 64 million hectares 
1160 million acres) of their 
arable area of 198 million 
hectares (490 million acres) 
are exploited 
Low farm production has 
combined with a rapid popu- 
lation growth to create a per- 
manent food gap in the 
region. The gap, die differ- 
ence between imports and 
exports, has accumulated to 
nearly $160 billion since 
1980. ‘“Arab states are invit- 
ed to take measures to 
ensure social security for 
their people," the report in 
Al Khaleej said 


UNCTAD 


GENEVA (R) — The World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
has announced it was calling 
a meeting of ministers from 
the world’s 48 poorest coun- 
tries next month in an appar- 
ent effon to promote better 
trading conditions for them. 

The announcement fol- 
lowed a meeting between the 
WTO's Director-General 
Renato Ruggiero and 
Rubens Ricupero, secretary- 
general of the United 
Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 


from Nov. 13-15. 

At a summit of the Group 
of Seven leading industrial 
powers in Lyon in Jun, Mr. 
Ruggiero called on industri- 
alised countries and richer 
emerging economies to 
shape a plan of action on 
trade concessions to help 
prevent the 48 si nking deep- 
er into poverty. 

He urged the better off 
members of the 124-state 
WTO to co mmi t themselves 
to removing tariffs and low- 


Although the response has 
been generally cool, espe- 
cially from the United States. 
Mr. Ruggiero has made clear 
he will press the action plan 
to try to get agreement for- 
malised at the WTO's first 
ministerial meeting in 
Singapore in December. 

Last month he returned to 
the charge when he toid the 
WTO's own committee on 
trade and development that 
the global trading communi- 
ty had a duty to prevent fur- 


irauc ana ueveiopmeor ering other barriers on a iy nan a auiy ro prevent iur- 
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IMF loan decision points 
at Russian economic woes 


UNCTAD’s governing board 
that conditions of poverty in 
the LDCs were unsustain- 
able in a world “where eco- 
nomic, environmental and 
demographic problems nec- 
essarily have a global 
effect-" 

LDCs are defined by the 
U.N. as countries where the 
per capita income is less than 
$600, a category which 
includes several Asian coun- 
tries — like Bangladesh and 
war-tom Afghanistan — as 
well as island states in the 
Pacific. 

-T otal L DC population is 
more than 550 million. 

In 1995, according to 
UNCTAD, their share of 
world trade despite efforts to 
liberalise their economies 
was less than 0.4 per cent. 


And they received only two investment climate for the 
per cent of the global flow of poorest states - which i tra- 
foreign direct investment ditionally have maintained 


(FDI), a major motor of 
growth. 

UNCTAD, now working 
increasingly closely with the 
WTO which is not part of the 
U.N. system, has for years 
promoted the cause' of the 
LDCs and itself has been 
focussing debate on their 
plight at the current meeting 
of its board. 

In Lyon, Mr. Ruggiero 
argued that apart from work- 
ing for the removal of all tar- 
iffs and non-tariff barriers to 
LDC goods the richer coun- 
tries should commit them- 
selves to a programme of 
improving technical cooper- 
ation. 

But he also argued that the 


ditionally have maintained 
toush controls over toreign 
firms — would be improved 
by a global agreement on 
investment rules. 

This proposal, echoed in a 
report from the WTO secre- 
tariat last week, has brought 
criticism from both LDCs 
and more advanced emerg- 
ing economies who insist 
they must maintain their 
powers ro steer FDI accord- 
ing to national development 
policies. 

Many Asian and African 
developing countries argue 
that discussion of investment 
issues should be pursued in 
UNCTAD, and not in the 
WTO which sets binding 
rules for all its members. 


i iirts 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
decision by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
withhold a mulri- mi Ili pn- 
dollar loan installment to 
Russia points to a deep-seat- 
ed malaise in the Russian 
economy that makes a mock- 
ery of recent positive indica- 
tors, analysts believe. 

The IMF move to hold 
over the October tranche of a 
$10 billion loan until next 
month reflects deep concern 
that while the government 
may be winning the battle 
against inflation, its econom- 
ic record in other areas is 
poor. 

With a weak tax collection 
reconi holes in the budget, 
output figures down for a 
sixth successive year and a 
non-payments crisis hitting 
private enterprises and pub- 
lic sector workers alike, the 
cash-strapped government 
has been sucked into in a 
vicious circle of debL 

To balance its books it 
needs lax revenues. To col- 
lect taxes it must crack down 
on defaulter enterprises. But 
in cracking down on its com- 
panies, it will further under- 
mine production, reducing 
its tax base and prospects for 
economic growth. 

“The IMF decision indi- 
cates the struggle facing the 
Russian government," said 
Sergei Markov, .an analyst 
with the Carnegie 
Endowment think tank in 
Moscow. 

“There are two positions 
here. On the one hand the 
government must strive to 


collect taxes (for the budget) 
but on the other band it must 
look to help boost produc- 
tion." Mr. Markov told AFP. 

Mn Markov said the IMF- 
inspired anti-inflationary 
drive, which is set to reduce 
inflation to around 20 per 
cent for 1996, had been 
pushed through by synthetic 
means, resulting in a string 
of knock-on effects in an 
economy starved of cash. 

Clients cannot pay enter- 
prises, who cannot pay each 
other and hence cannot pay 
taxes to the government, 
which in turn cannot balance 
its budget, settle orders or 
pay its employees and pen- 
sioners. 

But while the belt-tighten- 
ing measures have proved 
painful, it is the govern- 
ment's poor tax collection 
record which was primarily 
responsible for the IMF deci- 
sion Thursday to withhold 
the $340 million disburse- 
ment 

In July, the fund also 
delayed payment of a $330 
million monthly Ins tallm ent 
mainly because of Russia’s 
insufficient tax receipts. 

“Inflation and the budget 
deficit are under control," the 
liberal daily Sevodnya said 
“But this is just one strand of 
economic policy ... and (die 
IMF) is now stressing 
aspects which it paid less 
attention to before. 

“One of these elements ... 
is the system of tax collec- 
tion," the daily said 

Even the powerful presi- 
dential chief of staff Anatoly 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Offhandedly 
smooth * 

5 Phonograph 
records 

10 Clolh ridge 

14 Radames’ 
beloved 

15 Relative by 
marriage 

16 Surrounded by 

17 Actress in The 
Natural." 1984 

19 Checks 

20 Workers’ 
scaffold 

21 Muslim VIP 

22 Hibernia 

23 Lubricate 

25 Everlasting 

27 -1984" author 

32 Furnish with 
weapons 

33 Roll call answer 

34 Electron tubes 

38 Smile 

40 Freudian 
concept 

42 Heraldic border 

43 Manor 

46 Swiss 

mountains 

49 Neighbor of 
Miss. 

50 1984 election 
winner 

53 Allure 

56 Hockey great 

57 A Copperfield 

58 Exclamation of 
resignation 

61 Kind of ink 

65 Blue-pencil 

66 1984 Oscar • 
winner 

68 Shoestring 

69 Cosmetician 
Lauder ■ 

70 Indian 

71 Observes 

72 Stashes away 

73 Connectives 

DOWN 

1 Practical jokes 

2 Gay song 

3 Brainstorm 

4 City in Maine 



by Stanley B. Whitten 


5 599. to Cato 

6 To Live and Die 

_ f 

7 Progress with a 
heavy pace 

8 Nut 

9 Perspired 

10 Crushing defeat 

11 With full force, 
old style 

12 Zodiac sign 

13 A Ford 
1 8 Whinny 

24 Majors or Grant 

26 Yale student 

27 Security 

28 Goofs 

29 Leave out 

30 Mine find 

31 Fit for a king 

35 Tow 

36 Scat lady 

37 ‘Connery of films 

39 Tells a story 
41 Aged 
44 “Ode — 
Nightingale" 
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45 Covers 
completely 

47 Paid athlete 

48 Fine line of a 
letter 

51 Finally 

52 Perennial herb 

53 An Astaire 


54 Now 

55 Instant 

59 Choir voice 

60 A lot 

62 Actor Bruce 

63 “ — Three Lives" 

64 Fruit drinks 
67 Affirmative 


Chubais admitted recently 
that while the IMF decision 
might not necessarily entail 
financial loss, “we have to 
cut out this situation in which 
half of Russian companies 
do not pay taxes." 

Concern that tax evasion 
has become something of a 
national sport in Russia has 
already prompted a personal 
intervention from the ailing 
President Boris Yeltsin, who, 
set up a special commission 
to wage a tax war on default- 
ers. 

The commission has 
already threatened legal pro- 
ceedings against four enter- 
prises, and the outlook for 
other defaulters is not likely 
to brighten any. 

“Another IMF team visits 
in the middle of November, 
so taxpayers are heading into 
a bleak period, facing a head- 
on collision with the current 
political campaign," the 
financial daily Kommersant 
said. 

The dismal economic 
appraisal could not have 
come at a worse time for . 
Russia, which is due to 
embark in November on its 
first major foreign bond 
issue since the 1917 revolu- 
tion to raise much-needed 
funds to oil the wheels of the 
strained budget 

The planned Eurobond 
issue received a boost earlier 
in October when internation- 
al agencies gave better-than- 
expected ratings for Russia’s 
creditworthiness. 

A healthy international 
interest in a first foreign 
share issue in gas giant 
Gazprom has also fuelled 
hopes of greater investor 
confidence in the Russian 
economy. But Mr. Chubais 
and Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin know that 
such indicators are no substi- 
tute for money in the bank. 


The Business of Information 


Major Currencies St Cross Rates 


Prices as at- 27 / 1 II/V 6 IS: 3 I 


US Dollar 
/ ■ DE Mark ' 
GB Slcriling 
^iGHfraiic ~l 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 

"it lira 

'"'.NL Guilder ; 
FR Franc 

Energy 









_ 

1.5189 

0.6227 1.2605 

113.35 

1.3457 

1519.85 

1.7037 

0.6584 

.. 

0.4096 0J299 

74.62 ■ 

W857 

1000.30 

1.1216 

1.6058 


2.0204 

181.69 

2.1609 

2440.58 

2.7358 

■0.7933 

120.40 

0.4933 : - ' 

89.88 . 

1.0667 

1204.80 

135.30 

0.0086 

1.33S4 

0.5488 1.1116 

- 

1,1867 

13.40 

150.24 

0.7431 ■ 

1.1404 

0.4659 0.9396 

i.19 

■- 

1137.56 

1.2794 

0.0007 

0.9987 

0.4092 0.0829 

1342^2 

0.8848 

- 

11.20 

0.5870 

•89.13 

0.3652- ' 73.99 

66.49 

0.7896 

891.83 

- 

0.1947 

0.2956 

0.1211 24.5305 

22.05 

0^619 

33.16 

33.1600 


UL Gas 226.00 


SA Rival 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Metal Prices 


Mid- East Currencies 

0.2666 0.4051 0.16605 0.33637 30.23B 

0.2723 041368 0.16955 .0.34347 30.8747 

3.3376 5!07099 2.07857 4.21053 378.501 

0.3770 '4.03063 1.6518 3.34672 300.842 

2.1487 3.2637 1.3373 2.7084 243.555 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Gold (oz's) 
Silver (ta'jj " 
Platinum (cz's) 
'-'AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
• NT (3 Months) 


New York 
• Nowyork 
London 
: ' Toky o .. 
Paris 

Frankfurt. 


CofTcc (c/lhs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
v -. Wheat (S/lon> 
Soya (c/lbs) 

j tenflw 

Barley (S/bsh) 
f RiibJS/tont 



Main Equity Indicics 


DOW JONES 

mmwmm 

6007.02 

14.54 

0Jt4 

6020^44 5981.68 

S4cP 501) 

700.92 

‘ .1.37 

■■ -0JZ 

704.11 700.53 

FT-SEKHI 

4022.4 

23 

0JB 

4023.3 3981.8 

N1KKIE 225 

’ 20739.97 . • 

-263.52 

. -1125 

2094219 '20700 

CAC4U 

2162.43 

10.81 

0.5 

2168.4 2143.79 

DAX 

2674J22 

• 4JM* 

-0.16 

2678.86 2663.31 


Energy 


124.83 

Spin 


US Dollar 

0.708 

1437 

Spot 


GB Sicrilin" 

1.136 

325 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0.4656 

165 

• Spot . • • 


CH Franc 

0.5609 

22.07 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1377 

117 

' Spot ■ 


, JP Yen 

0.6237 

2.3 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.415 

' 470 : 

'■Spot. 


IT lira 

0.4652 


702.29 

39994 

21003.5 


* JOD Cross Rates 

US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

CB Storlling 1.136 1.1417 

DE Mark 0.4656 0.4679 

CH Franc 0.5609 0.5637 

FR Franc 0.1377 0.1384 

, JP Yen 0.6237 0.6268 

NL Guilder 0.415 0.4171 

IT lira 0.46 52 0.4575 

- Source: Central Bank of Jnrdan. 


Peanuts 


THIS 15 JT # 
LUCY.. WE HAVE 
TO CONCENTRATE! 
THE SEASON 15 
ALMOST OVER.. 


THIS IS > 
OUR LAST 
6AME.. > 


SAME > 
OF 

WHAT?, 


AAU6HH! , 

I CAN'T STAND i 
IT! I JUST CAN'T * 
STAND IT! I 


H0U) LONS, 
OH, LORD, 
HOW L0N6?.' 


/BASEBALL! NOW. 
f I REMEMBER.. 
OUR LAST SAME 
,0F BASEBALL! 


Jfcrf&ii je. 


Andy Capp 


O <996 MGR 

051 BVSVHOCATiONiMIEWUIKKM. MMlI* 

AMERICA S0TOCATC UC 


SET ANOTHER 1 
s. ROUND— ■< 
f MONEY'S IN MY ' 
HANDBAG. BACK 
IN AT1CK 


17*5 HER BIRTHDAY 
NEXT WEEK, liACK, 
AND I© LIKE TO j 

> GIVE HE£? A t ^ 

[ SURPRISE— ] 
l ANY IDEAS? ) 


TELL HER ’ 
YOUR REAL 
"“I age 


r TALK S 

> ABOUT L 
.JEALOUS-) 


Mutt’ii’ Jeff 


WOW/ THAT'S THE 
/THIRD CLOSE CALL 
V I HAD TODAY/ 






FRIDAY, THE 13 th/ 
GOSH, I'D BETTER 
HURRy HOME AND 
STAV IN ©ED/ j 


AH / NOTHING CAN 

y happen id me 

HERE/ 


mm 





• horoscope 
i forecast for , 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 

j 2 & 199C 

| By Thnmas S. Pierson, 

i ' Astmfoger. Carrofi 

; Righk'r F ouruhtion 

j ARIES: f March 21 to : 
1 April 19) Go alter the per- 
j .ronui aims today which 
| mean much to you. Take a 
j easy later tonight a&d 
j revel In your self-satisfac- 
j tion an-j thereby you will 
; discover the success 
: which you have bees 
I searching for some lime. 

I TAURUS: (April 20 to 
| May 2 1 > The aspects are 
i fine today for gaining 
| headway in business mat- 
ter. vo make every effort 
to get ahead. Do not dis- 
agree with your mate in 
the evening or you could 
find yourself in a great 
l difficulty. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 1 Be alert to 
opportunities around you 
! today and take advantage 
I of them. Plan a little trip 
j with fellow associates. 

; which can prove proffc 
[ i tabic for those involve#! 

I in the venture and therttw * 
\ou cun make yotirso? 
prosperous. 

MOON CHILDREN:. 
(June 22 to July 21) Keep 
promises made to your 
mate today over the week- 
end and do so gracefiifly- 
so that you are not left 
high and dry. This 
evening will be good for 
you to consult with a 
■ knowledgeable person 
| and discuss your option; 

1 for prosperity. 

LEO: i July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Situations arise today; 
which cun help to tafce^ 
care of fellow association; 
matters. Bring your tal- 
ents for business to atten- 
tion of the public and 
thereby make an impres- 
sion upon those who can 
be quite influential to your P 
success. r 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Find better 
methods of handling 
promises you have made 
today to others and you 
will diffuse any critical 
situation. Make sure you 
don't disagree with your 
mace or loved ones and 
thereby eliminate any dif- 
ficult matters. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Make the 
appointments with conge- 
nial friends today for 
amusements you want to 
enjoy in the days ahead. 

Later this evening you can 
meet with fellow associ- 
ates and discuss your, 
options for proceeding 
with some current project. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 X ' 
to November 2 1 j Get your 
home neat and clean 
today so that you cam 
I make a good impression 
upon any guest who may' 
unexpectedly arrive. Have 
more harmony with a 
family tie and don't ilk 
your mate so that you 
eliminate unv difficulties. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to ) 

December 21) Make sat j 

that your correspondent*: 
with fellow associates awl; 1 
those in authority is han-' 
died clearly so that thepfr 
are no misunderstandings* 

See modem thinking: 
allies and pick their brains , 
for positive suggestions 
for the (lavs ahead. 
CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 
20) Present conditions are 
conducive to gaining 
greater assets and more ; 

prosperity in the days 
ahead. Take the time later ^ 
this evening to see an-j&t™ 
expert and gain his or her 'f 
wisdom for any new pro- 
jects. 

AQUARIUS: (January f 

21 to February 19) Plan- i 

how best to obtain penoijj 1 •' 

al wishes you seek at ties - 
time. Don't do any N 

favours for someone wbt* 
is greedy or you codkf 
find yourself in quite * 
dilemma which could prtj 
sent a problem for ^ 

days ahead. . ^ 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get into youF 
future as you plan it cark \ 
fully and make the bestfj 
whatever are your tasksift. S 

the days ahead. Do som^ ’ % 
thing extra nice for you| • ^ 
mate and he or she wffl ^ • 

quite receptive to- yw? 
generosity. v J-& ^ v 

Birthstone of Qcfo&eft: 

Opal — Toumifliine. ’ Y-. ? 


ISltnER 
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Investors prepare to ‘spark a renaissance 
of Palestinian architecture’ 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Affluent 
investors here have 
launched a development 
company to produce “high 
quality projects" in the 
West Bank and ate seeking 
like-minded “Diaspora 
Palestinian” partners “to 
invest their talent and capi- 
tal in their homeland and to 
contribute to the re-estab- 
lishment of a historic 
nation" 

As its first undertaking, 
the newly formed Tal Es 
Safa Development Compa- 
ny (TSD) started capital 
raising operations last week 
for the implementation of a 


JD10 million residential 
project in Ramallah, TSD 
founders said. 

The project, which envis- 
ages the construction of 37 
residential units over a peri- 
od of two years with work 
starting by the end of 1996, 
“aims at sparking a renais- 
sance of Palestutian archi- 
tecture as it was at the turn 
of the century and in the 
1920s,” said TSD founder 
and prominent businessman 
Zahj Khouri. 

According to a TSD pri- 
vate placement memoran- 
dum. currently being dis- 
tributed to “an elite of pos- 
sible qualified investors” — 
across die Arab world from 
the Gulf to Jordan and 



m 


Halaiqah outlines JEDCO’s 
plans for coming stage 

** JEDCO, the Jordan Export Development and 
Commercial Centres Corporation, will be imple- 
menting a number of projects, in the coming stage, 
that will have a direct effect on expanding tne con- 
cept of export development According to Moham- 
mad Halaiqah, JEDCO 's director-general, the most 
important of these project will be to establish a cen- 
tre for industrial design to be a reference to the 
industrial sector. This centre. Dr. Halaiqah 
explained, will assist in developing Jordanian prod- 
ucts and designing them in accordance with 
international specifications and the requirements of 
the expon markets. He pointed out that the corpora- 
tion has already started to set up some units for this 
centre. 

Another important project in the coming stage is 
the completion of tne Jordan International Fair 
which will be set up at Maij A1 Hamam and which 
will be the first specialised exhibition hall in Jordan, 
Dr. Halaiqah said. He indicated that another promi- 
nent event will be the first International Jordanian 
Agricultural Fair which will witness wide 
international participation. 

Dr. Halaiqah saw the summer of 1997-as being a 
true opportunity to promote the Kingdom industrial- 
ly ana touristically as Jordan will be hosting the 
activities of the European-Mediterranean partner- 
ship in which more than 500 businessmen from 
Europe and the Middle East will be participating. 

JEDCO will be founding companies specialised in 
marketing Jordanian products next year. Dr. 
Halaiqah said noting that these companies, in coop- 
eration with the private sector, will be the most 
effective method to promote and market products 
abroad. He indicated that the former Soviet 
1 republics, which are large markets at present, will 
experiment T< 
roducts there. 


Jordanian 


v'be the first experiment Tor the companies to push 
ian products there. 

The JEDCO chief revealed that 110 Jordanian 
companies will be participating in the first industri- 
al exhibition in Beirut on Nov. 29, 1996 in imple- 
mentation of the protocol amounting to JD 5 mil- 
lion. (A1 Rai"). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Oh, quit complaining! You knew 
l was a man when you married me!" 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and MnevArgfctaft 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one fatter to each square, » farm 
tour ordinary words. 


Q 

MCUS 



■ 

■ 

W 



ei«6 tam u*a Semen. he. 

MftgwReemW 


RIGAN 


■■11 

■1 


CLOIPY 


r-s r-s 



ENSCOD 
1 i Lj 


t ftope It comes ouf 
tall and Huffy 



SHE HOPED 
HEP BREAD WOULD 
DO THIS IN 
THE CONTEST 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form toe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by toe above cartoon. 


— mm s rT m nn 


v%&terxfayi3 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumWes: PARCH EXTOL MEADOW CALLOW 
Answer The Installer's shoddy work got Mm tote - 
CALLED ON THE CARPET 


abroad — “the village was 
designed by a team of spe- 
cialists in Palestinian archi- 
tecture” and works will be 
carried out by the Palestin- 
ian Consolidated Contrac- 
tors Company, based in 
Athens. 

According to Omar 
Masri, the “second parent” 
of the project, all of the 
investors contacted so far 
have shown “keenness in 
participating in the project 
and reactions were very 
positive.” 

“This is not a ‘mass pro- 
ject’: We are talking to peo- 
ple who believe in Pales- 
tine” Mr. Khouri said about 
his possible partners, 
adding that “in some cases, 
[the investors approached 
so far by TSD] did not even 
require seeing the project 
proposal before accepting.” 

Refusing to disclose die 
names of the possible part- 
ners, Mr. Khouri and Mr. 
Masri told the Jordan Tunes 
that “six highly qualified 
and well-known investors” 


as well as "some leading 
financial institutions" have 
already responded positive- 
ly to the project proposal. 

Tal Es Safa residential 
area is slated to include a 
community centre, a bucol- 
ic park with a heated swim- 
ming pool, a health spa. 
conference and fitness 
rooms, stores and cafes. 

According to the project 
memorandum, cross vaults, 
arches and buttresses will 
rigorously be built “in the 
style of typical Palestinian 
villages and will call to 
mind the old city of 
Jerusalem.” 

Stressing on the “high 
quality” of the project, 
“both in terras of informa- 
tion provided to possible 
investors as well as in terms 
of building standards" Mr. 
Masri said “[TSD] is not 
just selling houses, but pro- 
viding investors with an 
opportunity to participate in 
Palestine's economic ex- 
pansion.” 

Regardless of the region's 


continuous instability 
which, according to media 
reports and various local 
and foreign government 
sources and statistics, has 
presumably “scared off’ 
local and foreign investors, 
TSD's Mr. Masri and Mr. 
Khouri sound optimistic 
about the future of their 
own and similar projects. 

Defying current political ■ 
and economic difficulties in 
the area. Mr. Khouri stated 
that “Palestine will always 
exist and the [peace] 
process is irreversible.” 

Saying that, “as in the 
stock market, the general 
trend is always growth, 
notwithstanding the ups 
and downs,” be added that 
the housing and construc- 
tion sector in the West Bank 
is booming. 

“We are targeting 
investors who are sophisti- 
cated enough to understand 
the pros and cons of this 
kind of investment,” Mr. 
Masri said, adding that, 
“although the project 


entails some risks, owing 
especially to the political 
situation in the area, 
rewards are going to be 
generous.” 

TSD relies on a number 
of factors such as the large 
number of expatriate Pales- 
tinians and the lack of pub- 
licly financed housing to 
attract investors in the Tal 
Es Safa project. 

According to the TSD 
memorandum, investors 
will be repaid to the extent 
of capital contributions for 
their original equity invest- 
ment, (ranging from a min- 
imum of $250,000 to a 
maximum of $1,000,000), 
within two to three; years, 
“in addition to a preferred 
return of 6.5 per cent on the 
outstanding equity.” 

According to TSD statis- 
tics, bousing and construc- 
tion, widely considered the 
safest of all investments, 
accounted for 81 per cent of 
aggregate private invest- 
ment in the West Bank over 
the last three decades. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LON 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

252-000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13. S 

1.42 

5 

140 

.34540 

249.00 

247.00 

2.00- 


1.250 

.880 

MID. EAST ZNV.BK. 

70.3 

0.00 

11 

6000 

6420 

1.0B 

1.07 

.01- 


5.250 

4.250 

THE" BOUSING BK. 

12.8 

.2.88 

B 

3500 

16800 

4. BO 

4.80 

“ 


3.040 

2.550 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.8 

0.00 

3 

289 

747 

2.60 

2.60 



1.200 

.890 

JOR.GULF BANK 

5.4 

7.69 

9 

9300 

8412 

.90 

.91 

.01 + 


4. ISO 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANX 

17.9 

0 . 00 

6 

2000 

7442 

3.75 

3.72 

.03- 


3.930 

1.530 

ONION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 

o.oo 

1 

20000 

14500 

1.53 

1.45 



1.640 

1.000 

PHXLADEL.INV.BX. 

<3 

O.QO 

12 

8675 

11797 

1.37 

1.36 

.01- 


BANX SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 189.16 *CHG; 

-0.62 

55 

39904 

100658 





3.250 

2.800 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

12.2 

5.26 

4 

2650 

7553 

2.85 

2.85 

- 


2.910 

1.970 

JOR FRENCH 1NSUR. 

5.4 

10.42 

11 

10750 

20793 

1.97 

1.92 

.05- 


2.400 

1.850 

ARAB LIFE XNSUR. 

7.9 

7.62 

1 

300 

630 

2.05 

2.10 

.05+ 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 118.83 *CHG: 

-0.02 

16 

13700 

28975 





1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC FWR. 

11.1 

7. SO 

10 

13050 

20880 

1.60 

1.60 

- 


6.950 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNKRS FED. 

10.9 

5.69 

1 

150 

923 

6.15 

6.15 

“ 


2. BOO 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.5 

8.00 

2 

750 

1875 

2.50 

2.SO 

“ 


2.050 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

9 

3950 

4686 

1.20 

1.19 

.01- 


1.050 

.880 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

21.3 

3.88 

1 

21450 

20592 

.91 

.96 

.05* 


1.260 

.590 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

33.9 

0.00 

4 

2750 

1790 

.66 

.66 

— 


2.380 

1.630 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

71.1 

0.00 

3 

1600 

2580 

1.69 

1.65 

.04- 


1.340 

.960 

E AREA EDUCATION 


0.00 

3 

40 00 

4520 

1.13 

1.13 

“ 


2.430 

1.700 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.3 

5.68 

4 

350 

616 

1.7S 

1.76 

.01* 


1.200 

.820 

ONION LARD DEV. 

B 

0.00 

2 

1000 

900 

‘ .91 

.90 

.01- ■ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111.63 *CHG: 

-0.01 

39 

49050 

59361 





'3-770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.3 

2.96 

59 

36158 

121634 

3.35 

3.38 

.03+ 


3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

33.0 

0.00 

3 

1750 

5343 

3.10 

3.07 

.03- 


5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.0 

3. 57 

3 

2050 

11480 

5.55 

5.60 

.05+ 


10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REPINARY 

9.3 

. 8-67 

13 

775 

7122 

9.13 

9.23 

.10+ 


4.B70 

3.100 

ARAB PHARM. HANT. 

18.5 

3.93 

11 

3000 

”10122 

-■3.38 

3.37 

.01- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK K POULTRY 


• 0.00 

• 25 

19250 

-M858 

• .63 

.62 

.01- 


1.500' 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

0.0 

, 8.78 

6 

' .1275 

1504 

1.20 

1.18 

.02- 


2.080 

1.210 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

' 0.00. 

.* • . 3 

S750 

1 - 


1.28 

— 


2ITC0 

-iri4D t 

JOB. IADS. RESOURCES 

TB.7 

0.00 



£l41 



.03+“ 


1.580 

.890 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.4 

0.00 

1 

250 

225 

.91 

.90 

.01- 


2.460 

1.750 

EL -SAX READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

23 

8465 

15746 

1.84 

1.86 

.02+ 


1.490 

1.090 

INTL. TOBACCO 

25.9 

0.00 

a 

3600. 

3960 

1.11 

1.10 

.01- 

+ 

2.040 

1-050 

UNION CH. 6 VEC. 

24.9 

a. oo 

5 

1100 

1119 

1.06 

1.01 

.OS- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: HI 

44 *CHG: 

■♦0.42 

209 

100334 

217921 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 148.50 *CHG: 

-0.17 

319 

202988 

406914 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

27/10/1996 




.800 

.580 

JOR. TRADE PAC. 

15.5 

0.00 

e 

2600 

1508 

.59 

.58 

.01- 


.940 

.700 

UNION INV. 50* 

69.8 

0.00 

7 

16900 

3887 

.74 

.73 

.01- 


1.110 

.500 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

5 

8250 

4125 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

+N 

.950 

.950 

AL-OAHLIYAH 50* 

20.3 

0.00 

1 

250 

100 

.95 

.90 

.05- 


1.760 

1.350 

NATL- CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

6 

3450 

4707 

1.3B 

1.36 

.02- 


.700 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

9 

0.00 

4 

2000 

900 

.45 

.45 

— 


1.030 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

9 

6750 

4098 

.63 

.62 

.02- 

N 

1.100 

.510 

NATL . MULT . ENG . 8AMICO 

Z 

0.00 

S 

3800 

1976 

.52 

.52 

— • 


1.080 

.760 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

8 

15050 

11438 

.76 

.76 

— 


.810 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

3 

4834 

2320 

.48 

-4B 

— 


.850 

.610 

RAZI PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

2 

2200 ' 

572 

.61 

.61 

- 


.850 

-.440 

INDS. ENG. 

27.7 

0.00 

17 

11400 

5130 

.46 

.45 

.01- 


1.430 

.770 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

12 

19306 

15443 

.80 

.BO 



.890 

.610 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

1 

11500 

7590 

.68 

.66 

.02- 

+S 

.950 

.950 

ARAB INT. FOOD FACT. 

■63.2 

0.00 

1 

300 

270 

.95 

.90 

.05- 

N 

l.SOO 

.530 

HID. BAST COMPLEX 

8.0 

0.00 

12 

15750 

10613 

.68 

.68 



GRAND TOTAL 


102 


74603 


+ i Raw 12 months low 

S i Shook dividend daring the pent. 12 months 
K : Listed daring the past 12 month* 

F : P/B ratio 1 b 100 or more 
g : Negative P/E 

S i Barnlag la sera or N/A Coe the moat recent year 



Egypt, Lebanon and 
Kuwait sign financial 
cooperation accord 


CAIRO (AFP) — Shares 
on the Egyptian, Lebanese 
and Kuwaiti stock markets 
will be able to be listed and 
traded on each other's 
bourses from next year 
under a new cooperation 
accord, officials said here. 

“The cooperation agree- 
ment between the clearance 
and settlement houses in 
the three countries is a 
practical step towards Arab 
economic cooperation," 
Abdul Hamid Ibrahim, 
head of the Egyptian Capi- 
tal Markets Authority 
(CMA), told AFP. 

The agreement was 
signed one month after a 
deal was struck between the 
three countries to bolster 
cooperation between their 
stock exchanges. 

“The next step now is that 
shares and bonds in the 
three countries can be listed 
on the stock exchanges of 
Egypt, Kuwait or Lebanon. 
This should effectively start 
from January 1 (1997)” 
said Mr. Ibrahim. 

The agreement comes 


ahead of the Nov. 12-14" 
Middle East and North* 
Africa economic confer- 
ence in Cairo and is “u dear 
signal that an effective 
cooperation between capi- 
tal markets in the Arab mar- 
kets is alread\ in practice." 
he said. 

The capitalisation of the 
Egyptian, Kuwaiti and 
Lebanese bourses stands at 
around SI 0.5 billion. SIS 
billion and S2.5 billion 
respectively, according to 
official figures. 

The Egyptian bourse has 
begun implementing, witb 
the help of France, a central 
depository system to speed 
up • the process of transac- 
tions. 

In Lebanon and Kuwait, 
hit respectively by a 15- 
year civil war and u devas- 
tating Iraqi invasion, the 
stock exchanges have also 
been active in a bid to 
attract foreign investment 
for the reconstruction 
effort. 


Kuwait shares constitute 94% of 
stocks traded in all Arab bourses 


KUWAIT (AP)— The value of 
shares traded at the Kuwait stock 
exchange since the beginning of 
the year make about 94 per cent 
of the value of stocks traded in 
all Arab bourses in. the same 
period, an official said Sunday. 

Hisham A1 Otaibi. the general 
manager of the exchange, told 
the Kuwait News Agency shares 
worth around 14 billion dinars 
changed hands in the &si 10 
months of the year. He put the 
current capital value of die 
exchange at $14 billion. 

Fifty-eight companies are list- 
ed on the exchange, including 


seven from neighbouring Arab 
Gulf states. Direct trading is lim- 
ited to Kuwaitis and nationals of 
die erther Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) membtrs: Saudi 
Arabia. Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar and 
Oman. 

Me Otaibi said he hojvd tiv 
market would be open to other 
investors “in the near tuture." He 
did not elaborate. 

The Kuwait stock exchange 
has been breaking record highs 
due to political stability, confi- 
dence in die economy and high 
liquidity. 


Japanese individuals’ 
foreign currency assets 
to hit record - — report 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
record low interest rates 
and a weaker yen are 
prompting Japanese indi- 
viduals to boost tbeir 
investment in foreign cur- 
rencies to a record of 10 
trillion yen ($88.5 billion ) 
this year, a media report has 
said. 

The outflow of individual 
financial assets — a 70 per 
cent jump from the previ- 
ous year — has contributed 
to the yen's recent depreci- 
ation, the Nihon Keizai 
Shim bun saidL 

The levels of foreign cur- 
rency-denominated bonds 
held by individuals is 
expected to surge by three 
trillion yen during 1996 to 


exceed five trillion yen by 
the end of the year, the eco- 
nomic daily said, quoting 
estimates from the Sanw;: 
Research Institute. 

Such investments have 
• beea spreading not only 
into bonds denominated in 
U.S. dollars but also into 
European currencies and 
Australian dollars, it said. 

According to banking 
industry data, the outstand- 
ing balance of foreign-cur- 
rency deposits held by indi- 
viduals came to 4.8 trillion 
yen at the end of July and is 
likely to reach 5.5 trillion 
yen by year-end. 


J ordan Marketplace *** ! . 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel bhops 
8th Circle, Amman 
Also in- Brazil I 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m . 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 , 


STUDIOHAKi 

Protarional Quatity] in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your colour fiho at 
our shop and &t.- 




• Free ealarff 
20x3 Ocm 


1 

|2®J WR 


wmwi’ZEk 


mtwtm 

L. 

V FLATS 
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N 

1 

\MLLAS 

N 

G 

SERVICES\ 


ShncfaaaU* Oop. GrindUys 
Bank. Pbooe: «M042 
Swefieh td: 823891 


I 829882-829883 I 




FOR 
I RENT 

| bcii'.xc \ iilas 


in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 







OlVflflPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 
SINCE MS 


SPECIAL PRICES N 
fOR LONGTERM - STAVJ 


-ABDOUN- 

TEL. S10150. FAX 827113 


Francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 



m 


.!uhu‘ Am mai: - tianiP ; "-' Sir. 

Tel : 625407 
Amtrur. - Joi'duii -$• 
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Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 

Free Vaflet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


I IX : 699369 
FAX : 7044J4 


'po&Mtnit ». 
SocqU £ SotacU (tyi 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 AM - 1 AM 

Tel, 5537199 
Fax 898537 

nmm Pthelna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CR0W1H0TQ. 


- INOOQfl HEdTElT 
SWIMMING PDOLi 

- SflUNH , JRCUZ2I 
& MASSAGE 
fitness ROOM 

TENNIS & SQUASH. 

COURTS 

TEL 758188 

RHOIO & TO STATION RB. 



oouAflr 


**XTA OU 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 28, 1996 


Agassi has last chance 
to return to top eight 


PARIS (R) — Andre 
Agassi's season comes 
down to the wire in Paris 
this week. 

Either the ninth seed does 
well enough at the Paris 
Open starting Monday to 
pick up the points he needs 
to qualify for the season- 
ending ATP Tour World 
Championship in Hannover 
next month or he says good- 
bye untii next season. 

“I’m coming to win.” said 
the 1994 winner of the 
Bercy tournament. “But my 
season ends in Paris if 1 
don't manage to qualify fpr 
the masters ( former name of 
the ATP finals)." 

Agassi, rop of the rank- 
ings earlier in the year, is 
placed ninth in the world 
rankings and needs to 
leapfrog eighth-placed 
South African Wayne 
Ferreira to qualify for the 
world championship. 

Agassi has been drawn for 
another clash with rop seed 
Pete Sampras in the quarter- 
finals. the stage at which his 
fellow American dealt him a 
crushing defeat at the 
Stuttgart open last Friday. 

But Agassi feels he is only 
slightly short of his best 
form after an enforced lay- 
off and enjoys Paris. 

Vi recall playing very 
well in Paris and I love the 
crowd. The few matches 
I’ve won here have helped 
my game progress,” he said. 

Agassi was unable to 
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Andre Agassi 

defend his title last year 
because of injury. In his 
only other appearance at the 
Paris Open in 1992 he went 
out in the first round. 

World No. 1 Sampras 
beat Boris Becker in 
straight sets in the 1995 
final of the tournament first 
played in 1986 when the 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
Oi WS Tifcun* uaoa town me 

ANY CARD CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
h vulnerable. South deals. . Wesl Ied_tiie queen of clubs, the 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

■ NORTH • ' 

* AQ 8 7 

.. . . <?AJ 

6 Q 6,4 3 
*984 

WEST EAST 

* J *109654 

<39872 <36543 

CJ7 <-10952 

* Q J 1053 2 * Void 

SOUTH 

* K32 
VKQ10 
OAK8 

* AK 7 6 

Hie bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
2NT Pm 6NT Pom 
Pass Paw 

Opening lead: Queen of * 

South, declarer at six oo trump, 
was a little careless at the very first 
trick. That slight oversight proved 
expensive indeed. 

North added 13 points to South's 
announced 21-22, came up with 
enough for a small slam and bid it 
immediately. It would have been 
wiser to probe fora 4-4 spade fit en 
route but, since there wasn’t one, 
the final contract would have been 
the same. 


four was -played from. dummy and , 
declarer won with the king. There 
were II fasf tricka, and a 12th 
would come if either spades or di*r. 
mends broke evenly. West showed 
out on the second spade, discarding 
a club, and on the third diamond, 
parting with another dub. 

-The-third spade winner was 
cashed and, since West had to hold 
- four dubs to guard against declarer 
setting up a long dub as the fulfill- 
ing trick, a heart was slutted. Now 
declarer completed the groundwork 
for an endplay by cashing the three 
hearts, then led a low dub toward 
dummy. West hopped up with the 
ten and exited with a low dub and 
declarer had a problem. If dummy's 
nine of dubs was allowed to hold, 
declarer would have to surrender 
the setting crick to East If declarer 
overtook in hand, West would hare 
to get another dub Dick. 

South's predicament at the end 
was the direct result of lack of fore- 
sight at trick one. Had declarer 
unblocked the eight of dube under 
the queen, declarer could later jetti- 
son the nine of dubs under the ten, 
leaving South with the A 7 and 
West with J 5. Now the farced dub 
return gives South the last two 
tricks and the slain. 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath Al Hassan 

the Embassy of Italy and the Ministry of Culture 
present 

the 11th Italian Rim Week in Jordan 
22 - 29 October 1 996 

at the Main Theatre of the Royal Cultural Centre 

PROGRAMME 


1) Sostiene Pereira 22/10 8:00 p.m. 

(Pereira Holds) 23/10 5:00 P m 

Director. Roberto Faenza fl-nn n m 

2) Regalo di Natale * 23/10 

; (Christmas Present) | 24/1 0 5 00 P' m - 

■ Director. Pupi Avati ■ /in o. mnrn 

3) Romanic, di un giovane pwero 24/10 8.00 p.m. 

(The Story of a Poor Young Man) 25/1 0 5.00 p.m. 

Director Ettore Scola a m d m 

4) Una storia semphce 20/ ' 

(A Simple Story) 27/10 i> ' uu p ' 

Director EmidioGreso 27/tQ 8:00 p . m . 

5) Per grazia ncevuta or/io 5‘00 d m 

(For Favours Received) 28/10 s.oo p.m. 

Director: Nino Manfredi 8:00 p.m. 

6) (C e h S“r^s, . 

g B o J ?o 1?e cent^for SP^ c| ^‘ ,, i° n <* 
Young Muslim Womens Association. - 
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German won the first of his 
three titles. 

Only one of the top 36 
players in the world is miss- 
ing’ Bercy, the richest tour- 
n am ant on the ATP tour 
with total prize money of 
$2.55 million. Ukrainian 
Andrei . Medvedev has 
pulled out through injury. 


Ronaldo scores hat-trick 
as Barcelona stretch lead 


MADRID (R) — Barcelona stretched their lead at the top 
of the Spanish First Division to four points on Saturday 
thanks to an extraordinary hqj-trick from brilliant Brazilian 
striker Ronaldo in the 3-2 victory over Valencia. 

Ronaldo’s first came on the quarter-hour after he picked 
up the ball just outside the area, burst through a gap and 
kept his balance before bearing keeper Zubizarreta with 
ease. 

Portuguese winger Luis Figo set up the second 20 min- 
utes later when he caught Valencia square at the back to set 
up Ronaldo, who ran 30 metres with the ball and shrugged 
off a challenge to make it 2-0. 

Valencia came out strongly after the break- and pulled 
one back seven minutes into the second half when 
Francisco Ferreira headed home a cross by Gabriel Moya. 

Six minutes later Valencia drew level when Russian mid- 
fielder Valery Karpin finished off some good work down 
the left by Argentine Winger Claudio Lopez. 

Ronaldo had missed a golden opportunity to seal the 
game with the score at 2-1 when he failed to convert a well- 
weighted cross by Figo. 

But he made Amends 16 minutes from time with his best 
goal of the evening. - 

Picking up the ball in the centre circle, he brushed aside 
one challenge, stayed on his feet, despite being sandwiched 
by two defenders and once again beat Zubizarreta, empha- 
sising his importance to Barcelona's cause. 

Second-placed Real Madrid slipped back after a disap- 
pointing goalless draw at home to Tenerife. 

Their own multi-million mid-season signings strikers 
Prediag Mijatovic and Davor Suker saw their goal-scoring 
run broken by a solid Tenerife defence and the woodwork 
at the Santiago Bemabeu Stadium. 

Tenerife also had chances, but Real's German keeper 
Bodo Dlgner proved his worth with some fine saves. 

Home fans angry at their team threw objects on to the 
field at the end of the game. One of the missiles hit Cesaar 
Gomez, but the Tenerife defender was not seriously hurt. 

Struggling champions Atletico Madrid returned to win- 
ning ways by beating Sporting Gijon 1-0 thanks to a fine 
goal by Roberto Fresnedoso. 

After three successive defeats, the result came as a relief 
to Atletico. who dominated the game and would have 
scored several more but for Sporting keeper Juan Carlos 
Ablanedo. 

Another team who have not lived up to expectations this 
season, Espanyol, upset fourth-placed Real Betis 2-1. 


Arsenal make most of bizarre day 


LONDON (AFP.) — 
George Graham admitted 
that his return to Arsenal, 
the club that sacked him. 
was a "nightmare" after his 
struggling Leeds side 
•crashed-3-0 to hisold club 
who climbed back to the top 
of the English Premiership. 

Graham’s young side 
came unstuck against the 
experienced but ageing 
Arsenal team he helped 
build. 

But he was not the only 
top manager in despair after 
an extraordinary day in 
results. 

Previous pacesetters 

Newcastle, without injured 
Alan Shearer, slumped 2-0 
at Leicester and champions 
Manchester United, 

thrashed 5-0 by Newcastle 
last week, were hit for six at 
Southampton. They also 
had midfielder Roy Keane 
sent off. 

Graham was given a rous- 
ing reception from the 
Arsenal fans who still 
Idolize him for winning six 
trophies in eight years 
before he was sacked over . 


claims that he took financial 
backhanders. 

Manchester United Alex 
Ferguson managed to keep 
his composure after watch- 
ing his 10-man side suffer 
-their first six- goal drubbing 
iir l6 years at the hands of 

•Graeme • Souness’ 

Southampton. 

Norwegian Egil 

Ostenstadt, a recent signing 
from Viking Stavanger, 
snapped up a hat-trick as 
United, who did at least 
manage three goals of their 
own, were made to suffer 
for the dismissal of Keane 
for his second bookable 
offence. 

Chelsea boss Ruud Gullit 
dedicated his team’s 3-1 
victory over London rivals 
Tottenham to the memory 
of charismatic vice-chair- 
man Matthew Harding who 
was killed in a helicopter 
crash on Tuesday. - 

'It was good that every- 
body in the stadium partici- 
pated in the day and I would 
like to thank the Tottenham 
supporters for our club,” 
said the Dutchman. 


“Today wasn't about play- 
ing a football match for 
three points. It was about 
going out there and winning 
it for him, and he would 
have liked it” 

• Manager Kevin" Keegan 
said Newcastle must cope 
without England -"Captain 
■ Alan Shearer — who could 
be out for two months after 
a groin operation — or for- 
get about winning the title. 

After his side’s 2-0 defeat 
at lowly Leicester, he said: 
“You’re bound to miss Alan 
Shearer because he’s a 
world class player. But if 
we’re going to lose three 
points every time because 
we've lost one player we 
can’t pretend we're going to 
win the championship." 

Blackburn, under the care- 
taker managership of Tony 
Parkes following Ray 
Harford's resignation. , 
remain rooted to the bottom 
after suffering their seventh 
defeat of the season — 2- 1 
at West Ham. 

Middlesbrough manager 
Bryan Robson denied 
claims of a dressing room 
rift at the club and a bust-up 
with transfer-listed England 
star Nick Barmby after his 
side’s 0-0 draw with high- 
flying Wimbledon. 
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Pilot Andy Green iL) with his team stands in Front of the jet propelled Thrust car j 
inside a °iant Antonov transport plane at Al Jafr military airport. Britan's jet car j 
Thrust SSC arrived for a planned attempt on the world land speed record I photo : 
by Yousef Allan) j 

Thrust SSC to have | 

first run Wednesday j 

Tanva Habjouqa i 

Special to the Jordan Times j 

i 

AL JAFR — As Richard 

Noble, director of the .4 

British Thrust Team and K 

holder of the current land .Uj 

speed record stepped from ... " v ; 

the massive Antonov — • • - V" .■'**' : [ 

plane Saturday evening at '. .• • 1 

the Faisal Ben Abdul Aziz V j 

air base in A I Jafr. he ^ 

clasped the hands of sev- >■ ' : - 

eral officers and presented ‘ 1 

a plaque. 1 

“Thank you. Jordan, for . ► .. ^t— T j 

everything you have done. ’’ ^ V j 

Sony we are three months ; - **“ : I 

late.” he laughed. ' . . •• ^03 J. 

The Thrust jet car is • ? 3gR f ‘Jf j 
finally here, and [he N ^ j 

British team has high ■KsBiPBMp W „ _ : ! 

hopes that it will break the "• wj; j 

current land speed record ***£ ... v-fT .’“I • 1 

of 1019.44 kph and retain ;V 

their title. as the 2 ' ; 

Americans and the ^ 

Australians are both rac- || \. f !“* 4- *«* i ! 

ing to win their own title ' "'ll- \ T5 : 

claims. . I r- • 

•• The American driver, • fr s " ■* r f ! 

Craig Breedlove. is . ’’ \ * U J * •. * j 

attempting to win back ^ • •• ■ A . a . 

the title from the British \ photographer aims his camera down the desert j 
with his jet-powered track at Al Jafr where Thrust will be attempting to | 
"Spirit of America’ in the break the world land speed record (photo bv Yousef ‘ 
Black Rock Desen of Allan; * ! 

Nevada, but rain and high ' I 

winds last Wednesday "Greene was the quick- "We are racing the 
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A photographer aims his camera down the desert 
track at Al Jafr where Thrust will be attempting to 
break the world land speed record (photo by Yousef 
Allan; 


“Greene was the quick- 
est calmesL and most 
relaxed of all the candi- 
dates" said Andrew 
Noble. 

When Greene was asked 
if he had any safety con- 
cerns, he expressed that 
he felt safe as the unique 
car was equipped with 
two computers that would 
automatically shut down 
the engine if it detected 
any problems. 

The team hopes to begin 
running the car this 
Wednesday at five a.m. , 
depending on the winds, 
and then gradually build 
the speed up to at least 
1050 kph to break our 
current record. said 
Andrew Noble. 


"We are racing the 
Americans, but with their 
current weather, und the 
hopeful continuit) of dry 
weather here, we are 
extremely confident that wc 
will prevail." added 
Andrew. 

According to Greene, this 
project is only the begin- 
ning of an intense research 
programme to actually 
break the speed of sound, 
reaching supersonic speeds 
with the Thrust jet car 
sometime in 1997. 

"It would be ideal to 
attempt this here, but unfor- 
tunately the Al Jafr track is 
only 16.4 km, and we need 
a track of at least 20 to 25 
km to break the super sonic 
record." he added. 
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Ql) What defines a Spanish Restaurant ? 
Al) The Menu - The Food 

The Music - The Atmosphere 
I & The Spirit of Spain 
Q2) Who defines a Spanish Restaurant ? 

" YOU 

Watch for it all at: 


Cafe' JZestaurani 

TURINO 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

PETRA ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES CO. IS SEEKING 
CANDIDATES FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 

1- A candidate with BSc in Industrial Engineering with the 
following qualifications: 

• .Newly graduated. 

No experience. 

• Very good command of written and spoken English. 

2- A candidate with BSc in Mechanical Engineering with the 
following qualifications: 

• Good knowledge of AutoCad. 

j In order to be considered all candidates must submit a resume 
Please fill-in and submit an application at the following address- 
Petra Engineering Industries Co., Aqqad Center 
4th floor, Gardens Str., Amman. Jordan. ’ 


PSV stay 
top 

AMSTERDAM (R) — 
PSV Eindhoven scored the V 
biggest win of the Dutch.? 5 * 
first division seasofr--T$ 
Saturday, thrashing Roda ^ 
JC Kerkrade S-0 to" stay on 
top of the table. 

in a perfect dress rehearsal 
for Thursday's Cup Winners 
Cup tie against Banff 
Bergen of Norwav, 2-1 'pin- 
ners in the first leg. the Roda 
defence was under pressure 
from the start. 

Second-place Feyenoorf 
remain one point behind, 
courtesy of an injury-tito® 
penalty which edged 

Utrecht 2 - 1 . 
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CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Philadelphia 1 

Tom Cruise ... in 

mission impossible 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 

SABRINA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 


CONCORD 


TEL677420 


CONCORD “1” 

Ahmad Zaki & Yusra.. ..in UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

«■! u iiia Shows: 3:30, 8:30 

WHIMS THE SCARLET LETTER 

(Arabic) Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 10: 30 

CONCORD “2** 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 NASER 56 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


AMK0UR THEATRE & CIlfEIA X 

l s TEL 618274 - 618275 ) 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m . 


NABIL & HISHAM’S THEATRE 
TELj 625155 


presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

^ 6251 55 - 6401 55 * 
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The three top finishers id the Breeder's Cup' Classic are shown after thev crossed the 
i? e 1996 Breeder *s Cup Classic in Toronto. Alphabet Soup 
(C ) brushed first, Louis Quatorze |R) came second and Cigar (L) was third ( Reuters 
photo) 

Cigar bid fails in Breeders’ Cup 


r_ 


iui’. hi*. cjiiiiT.! litiwn i it 
tun i'hru-l will he 
aid spied r.-n.rd ph-?»l«» 


TORONTO i AFP) — 
Alphabet Soup spelled the 
end of Cigar's bid to win an 
unprecedented second 
straight Breeders' Cup clas- 
sic here Saturday. 

The 19-1 shot survived a 
furious four-horse stretch 
run to win the $4 million 
classic, giving Jockey Chris 
McCarron his third win in 
North America’s, richest 
race. 

Alphabet Soup, trained by 
David Hofinans, moved on 
the outside at the top of the 
stretch and fought off 
Preakness winner Louis 
Quatorze. who finished sec- 
ond and Cigar, who sertled 
for third. 

Cigar, winner of 17 of his 
previous 19 races, includ- 
ing a record-equalling 
streak of 16 in a row. may 
have run his last race, 
although owner .Allen Paul- 
son was reluctant to con- 
firm future plans. 

Although Cigar’s defeat 
disappointed a legion of 
fans at Woodbine racetrack, 
the first non-U. S. course to 
host the Breeders' the seven 
races worth SI £ million 
produced a wealth of emo- 
tional victories. 

Britain's Walter Swin- 
bum. who was nearly killed 
in a race at Sha Tin in Feb- 
ruary. claimed his first 
Breeders' Cup victory in 
his 18th attempt, capturing 
the $2 million- 1 I/2-miie 


turf aboard Pilsudski. 

“I can't tell you what it 
means," said Swinbum. 
who struggled to control his 
emotions in the winner's 
circle. 

Trainer Michael Stoute 
noted that it was a bitter- 
sweet win for owner Lord 
Weinstock. w'hose son 
Simon died of cancer this 
year. 

Pilsudski led a European 
sweep in the lurf. ahead of 
two Sheikh Mohammed- 
owned horses. Singspiel 
and Swain. 

Singspiel took the lead 
from diplomatic jet ar the 
mile marker of the I 1/2- 
mile race before being 
chased down by Pilsudski. 

European entries were 
also favoured in the SI mil- 
lion mile on turf, but it was 
European expertise on 
behalf of an American 
horse that won it. 

U.S.-bred Da Hoss. 
trained by former English 
champion Jump Trainer 
Michael Dickinson, passed 
tiring pace setter Kiradashi 
just past the top of the 
stretch and held oft" French 
hope spinning world to win 
by 1 1/2 lengths. Same Old 
Wish was third. 

Jockey Gary Stevens said 
Dickinson's preparations 
were crucial to the victory 
on a track affected by heavy- 
rain earlier in the week. 

Stevens said the turf had 


held up well, but Frankie 
Dettori, who finished sev- 
enth on Irish favorite Mark 
of Esteem, thought other- 
wise. 

Cory Nakatani. who had 
never ridden a Breeders' 
Cup winner, rode two: Lit 
De Justice in the six-fur- 
long sprint and Jewell 
Princess in the distaff. 

The 26-year-old Californ- 
ian dedicated both races to 
his sister. Dawn, who was 
killed earlier this month by 
an assailant who is stiff 
being sought. 

“I've got an angel on my 
side and her name is 
Dawn," Nakatani said after 
taking Jewell Princess, 
trained by his father-in-law 
Wally Dollase, to victory 
over Serena’s Song and 
favorite Different in the I 
1/S-mile distaff. 

Lit De Justice in the 
sprint made Jenine Sahadi 
the first woman trainer to 
win a Breeders' Cup race. 

And in the 1 l/16-raile 
Juvenile Fillies, Storm 
Song, ridden by Craig Per- 
ret, gave trainer Nick Zito 
his first Breeder's Cup win 
in 12 outings. She passed 
the front-running love that 
Jazz to win by 4 1/2 
lengths. 

TTie 1 1/16 mile juvenile 
for 2-year-old Colts was 
won by D. Wayne iukas- 
crained Boston Harbor. 


Yankees clinch 92nd World Series 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
When it came down to the 
heart of the matter, "heart" 
was all that mattered. 

The New York Yankees 
beat Atlanta 3-2 here Satur- 
day to win the 92nd World 
Series, capturing their first 
North American baseball 
crown since 1978 by taking 
the best-of-seven champi- 
onship four games to two. 

The Yankees became the 
first team to open with two 
home losses and recover to 
sweep the next four series 
games. They were pounded 
12-1 and 4-0 here but won 
three in a row in Atlanta 
and the finale at Yankee 
Sradnm L _ 

“Tonight was the most 
enjoyable night of my life," 
said Yankee manager Joe 
Torre, who spent 34 years 
as a player and manager 
before his World Series 
debut this year. 

"We haven't been intimi- 
dated by anybody all year 
long. We have a lot of heart 
and we never gave up," said 
Torre, whose brother Frank 
received a heart transplant 
Friday that doctors said was 
needed to save his life. 

"We could have packed it 
in when we went to 
Atlanta,” Yankee third base- 
man Wade Boggs said. “But 
our hearts are as big as Lhe 
(World Trade Center) twin 
towers right now. This is 
the greatest feeling in the 
world." 

The Yankees have base- 
ball’s most expensive pay- 
roll at S66.6 million, 
including the game's high- 
est-paid relief pitcher in 
John Weneland, who took 
series most valuable player 
honours with a record four 
saves. 

“It takes more than pay- 
ing players a lot of money 
and just sending them out 
there," losing pitcher Greg 
Maddux said. “It takes 
heart and the Yankees have 
iL” 

Wetteland surrendered 
three singles in the ninth 
inning, including a run- 
scoring hit by Marquis 
Grissom. But when third 
baseman Charlie Hayes 
gloved a Mark Lemke pop 
up for the final out, a crowd 
of 56,375 at Yankee Stadi- 
um yelled with joy. 

“Both, teams played their 



New York Yankees reliever John Wetteland celebrates as he is lifted by catcher Joe 
Girardi, after the Yankees won the game 3-2 and win the World Series against the 
Atlanta Braves in Game Six. Wetteland, who saved all four of the Yankee victories, 
was named the Most Valuable Playe (Reuters photo) 


hearts out," Atlanta’s Ryan 
Klesko said. “We couldn't 
get the big hit or the big 
play when we needed to. 
You have got to give them 
credit They played fantas- 
tic baseball.” 

Players hoisted Weneland 
into the air and ran a victo- 
ry lap around the stadium. 
Boggs even ignored his fear 
of horses and hopped on the 
back of a police equine. 

“I have no idea why. 1 am 
deathly afraid of horses ” he 
said. "I got halfway around 
and said what am I doing.” 


New York’s Joe Girardi 
tripled home Paul O'Neill, 
scored on a single by Derek 
Jeter and watched Bemie 
Williams single home Jeter 
in a three-run third inning 
that produced all the scor- 
ing the Yankees needed. 

Winning pitcher Jimmy 
Key frustrated Brave bai- 
ters, and Yankee ralievers 
Graeme Lloyd, David 
Weathers and Mariano 
Rivera allowed no hits over 
2 2/3 innings. 

Lloyd induced an inning- 
ending pop out by Ryan 


Klesko to kill an Atlanta 
threat in the sixth inning 
and Rivera followed with 
two hitless innings. 

“We had a lot of determi- 
nation. The whole post-sea- 
son. the bullpen was fantas- 
tic," said Lloyd, who shared 
champagne and posed for 
pictures with, friends in a 
mob-scene locker room. 

Lloyd was booed by fans 
when he first came’ from 


Milwaukee, two months 
ago. He struggled u ith poor 
efforts due to’bone chips in 
his elbow that will require 
oIT-ncusoii surgery. 

“It feels a lot better m be 
cheered," Lloyd said. "1 feel 
like so many weights are 
coming off me. I was hurt, 
but I was never down. 

Amid all that has hap- 
pened. 1 did my job and 
that's what 1 wanted to do." 

The Yankees, in the series 
for the firs; time in 15 
years, won New York's 60th 
team sports title. The 
Braves, who won Atlanta’s 
first sport crown in 1995. 
failed to defend, losing the 
series for the third "time 
since 19QJ. 

“Not a good d.n." Atlanta 
manager Bobby Cox said. 
“You can’t look back at it, I 
would never expect we 
would lose four in a row." 

The Yankees* 23rd all- 
time title matched ice hock- 
ey's Montreal Canadicns 
for the greatest number of 
championships by one club 
in a North American team 
sport. No other baseball 
club has more than nine 
titles. 

New York batted .2 1 6 for 
the series, the worst hitting 
by a champion in 13 years. 
Atlanta's pitchers wasted a 
2.33 eamed-run average, 
the lowest by a series loser 
in 23 years. 

The Braves ended a streak 
of 17 consecutive scoreless 
innings in the fourth when 
key forced home a run by 
issuing a bases-loadcd walk 
to Jermaine Dye. Atlanta 
had not scored since taking 
a 6-0 lead in the fifth inning 
of game four, which the 
braves lost 8-6 in 10 
innings. 

Atlanta manager Bobby 
Cox was ejected by umpire 
Tim Welke for protesting a 
fifth-inning call, becoming 
only the .sixth manager 
ejected from a World Series 
game, the first since 1985. 

Welke was the same 
umpire who prevented Dye 
from reaching a ball for a 
likely fly out earlier in the 
series. 


Becker outlasts Sampras 
to take Stuttgart crown 




STUTTGART (AFP) — 
Boris Becker fought for 
nearly three hours to 
complete a dream sce- 
nario and deny Pete Sam- 
pras a fourth straight 
tournament title with a 
tight 3-6, 6-3. 3-6, 6-3. 6- 
4~ victory Sunday at the 
Eurocard Open. 

World No. 1 Sampras, 
w ho had not lost a match 
since Inst August, was 
broken in the fifth set of 
the struggle, saving three 
break points before Beck- 
er executed a perfect pass 
for a fourth chance, then 
angled oxer a backhand 
winner deep to the Sam- 
pras forehand comer for a 
2-1 lead. 

The German held onto 
his hard-won advantage 
and set up his second win 
in three weeks seven 
» games later, collecting 
two match point chances 
with a serve winner and 
needing only one thanks 
to a timely ace. 

Becker collected 

S330.300 as well as 370 
ATP Tour computer rank- 
ing points and took a 
giant step towards quali- 
fying for next month s 
world championship in 
Hanover, where he is one 
of six men chasing three 
remaining places. 

The victoiy gives the 
28-year-old German a 6- 
10 career mark against 
Sampras, who had won 
21 matches in a row and 
had not been beaten 
indoors all year. 

Becker proved that his 
wrist injury from Wim- 
bledon is well behind him 


Stockholm Open the 
week of Nov. 4 will be 
critical to closing out the 
elite, eight-man champi- 
onships field, which 
already includes Sam- 
pras. Michael Chang. 
Thomas Muster. Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov and Goran 
Ivanisevic. Sampras had 
been seeking his 44th 
career singles title. Beck- 
er heads the American 
with 4S crowds since 
1984. 


FOR RENT 

Three furnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each. 
Two unfurnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each. 
C.H. & telephones 

Location: Shmeisani. near Birds Garden. 

»■ Tel: 642351 - 667862 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor with an area of 200 sq.m., consisting of 3 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, living room, 3 bathrooms, 
veranda, garage, telephone and garden. Location: Jabal 
Amman, 3rd Circle, Abdul Munem Al Refai Street, beside 
Gothe Institute. 

Please call Tel: 647471, 647526 




FEMALE EMPLOYEES REQUIRED 

Nabil Salon for Ladies in Sweifieh 
announces its need to fill the following jobs: 

1. A facial expert to work on GUINOT skincare 
products from France. 

2. Manicurist/ pedicurist with experience in sugar 
waxing. 

Call 821043 



New excellently constructed building 
includes four apartments, one floor each. 
300 sq. m. in area. Lift and garage. 
Location : West Amman , North 
Um al-Summaq. Ideal for Diplomats. & 



The 

OCEAN FRESH FISH CENTRE 

announces the arrival of a shipment of 
Fresh Salmon from Norway. 


for more informant’ll rail 
Tel:' 826906 

Seventh Circle - Abdallah Choaheh St. 

* Nt'ur Ramada Hotel 
Abdali - Tel : 687772 



„ c pNT» / bL ~ - ■- 

pR= & , as be won his second 




iB SATl 




indoor ritle in a row after 
Vienna this month. He 
also took 1996 trophies at 
the Australian Open and 
Queens. 

Paris results, as well as 
possibly those at the 
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Glad To Announce our Winter Schedule 

Effective October 27, 1996 

' : .DAILY '- 1 'I; : 

AMMAN -CAIRO 
l and onward to the world capitals 
• : :: : and cities of 

U S. A - EUROPE - FAR EAST 
AFRICA - MIDDLE EAST 
AUSTRALIA 

in the most advanced fleet of Aircrafts 
Airbus • Boeing 

for more information , please contact : 
The General Agents in Jordan 
ZAATARAH & CO . TOURIST AND TRAVEL 
Amman Tel.: 630011 / 636011 
Irbid Tel. : 247178 / 243995 
Q Zarqa Tel. : 983089 / 908939 


Product Manager 

(Career Opportunity) 


A leading Saudi Arabian based Pharmaceutical Company engaged in 
Manufacturing and Marketing of a range of high quality products, 
and having business alignments with some of the world's leading 
multinational companies, has a vacancy of PRODUCT MANAGER f or 
immediate employment. 

Position's responsibilities include developing, implementing, and 
monitoring marketing plans of assigned range of products, making 
field visits to evaluate effectiveness of promotional aids and 
strategies, etc 

A Pharmacy Graduate or MBA having at least five years of 
experience as Product Manager in a professional Pharmaceutical 
company with high degree of creativity, innovativeness and 
analytical ability shall make a success profile. 

A very competitive compensation package, and work environment 
conducive to professional development and career advancement is 
offered to the right candidate. 

Please apply with full Curriculum Vitae and a photograph 
to the Personnel Manager, P.O.Box 20001, Riyadh-1 1455 - 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, latest by November 20, 1996. 



On Ociuhrr "Ki grab vuur costume and join us lor iht- 
Inn ni Tin 1 Grown Rumii. Then: will he .i buffet dinner. 
DJ Muhannad Al-Jazureh, games and 
a best com nine competition. Prizes include: 

Airline tickets to Paris, Athens & Cairo 

and many more. Join us and don't miss the fun! 
Time: 9.00 pm • ticket prices: JD 15:0UU inclusive 

Kui inf* in n.i linn .mri lirkei rwivjiion pU-.ise cull lil-ittU <ir (il'cKu 

One world. One hotel 
Uniquely Imer*Continenta] 
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PNA bars Israeli goods in retaliatory move Anti-Taleban forces in 

air and ground attacks 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National 

Authority banned Sunday the 
entiy of Israeli food products 
into the Gaza Snip in protest 
against Israel’s seal of its bor- 
ders with Palestinian areas. 

Palestinian Agricultural 

Minister Abdul Jawad Saleh 
declared the ban during a 
protest by dozens of 
Palestinian fanners at the Erez 
crossing between Israel and 
the Gaza Strip. 

The farmers threw large 
quantities of fruits and vegeta- 
bles, mostly guavas, on the 
ground across the border from 
Israeli soldiers, witnesses 
said. 

Mr. Saleh said the 
Palestinian ban was a 
response ro Israel's blocking 
of Palestinian products cross- 
ing the border for export into 
Israel, the West Bank and 
Jordan. 

“Freedom of trade and 
transport must be protected.’' 
Mr. Saleh told the demonstra- 
tors. 

Israel sealed its border with 
the Palestinian territories 
Thursday, blocking the move- 
ment of agricultural products 
from Gaza and idling 50,000 




Palestinians throw their produce from a truck in protest 
Hanoun crossing on Sunday (Reuters photo) 

Palestinians with jobs in the trucks are escorted by 

Israel. “We contacted the Israeli police,” Palestinian 

Israelis to ask them to allow Deputy Agriculture Minister 

Palestinian products but they Ala Abu Qarisb told AFP. The 


insist on preventing the entiy agricultural minister said Joss- 
of cargo trucks from Gaza to es in Palestinian agricultural 
the West Bank, claiming seat- products due to the closure 
rily precautions even though amounted to “more than half a 


De Charette rejects British 
criticism of Chirac’s tour 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
French foreign minister 
rounded on his British 
counterpart in an interview 
published here Sunday, say- 
ing Malcolm Rifkind’s crit- 
icism of a French presiden- 
tial tour of the Middle East 
was “unwarranted." 

Herve de Charette told the 
Journal du Dimanche week- 
ly that President Jacques 
Chirac had carried off a 
"formidable feat” with his 
high-profile week-long tour 
which ended on Friday. 

"In a region where we 
were somewhat absent 
France has mobilised strong 
goodwill. Today these 
countries are looking to us,” 
Mr. De Charette said. 

He regretted that Chirac’s 
initiative had not been sup- 
ported by all European 
Union members and he crit- 
icised Mr. Rifkind who said 
“competition of influence” 
in the Middle East between 
Europeans and Americans 
was “of little benefit for the 
peace process”. 

Mr. Rifkind said that in 
diplomacy, each country 
“often follows its cultural 
national characteristics”. 

“Our involvement may be 
slightly less romantic, 
slightly less colourful, 
slightly less dramatic than 
that of others, but it may 
actually be able to make a 
more positive contribution 
to the result,” Mr. Rifkind 


said, in an implied criticism 
of Chirac's style. 

“Mr. Rifkind ’s remarks 
seemed to me to be particu- 
larly unwarranted. They are 
doubtless inspired by the 
old jealousy between 
Britain and France,*' Mr. De 
Charette said. 

Referring to Mr. Chirac’s 
angry reaction in East 
Jerusalem when he was 
hemmed in by Israeli secu- 
rity personnel, Mr. De 
Charette said the “very 
excessive” presence of 
Israeli security forces had 
disrupted the visit to holy 
places “in a zone of 
Jerusalem which in interna- 
tional law’ does not belong 
to Israel”. 

“What is really important 
is Franco-Israeli relations. 
Over the years, I have found 
that we have had difficulty 
understanding one another. 
But it is dear that France 
has been a friend of Israel 
since its founding. We have 
always made the security of 
the Israeli state and its pop- 
ulation a priority. There is 
no doubt about that. There 
cannot be disagreement 
between friendly govern- 
ments. 

“I attach great importance 
to this message of friend- 
ship being understood in 
IsraeL,” Mr. De Charette 
told the paper. 

He said it was “perfectly 
normal” for Mr. Chirac to 


have begun his tour in Syria 
because Damascus “holds 
one of the keys to the peace 
process”. 

Mr. De Charette also 
spoke out in favour of 
greater European influence 
in the Middle East. The 
European Union “cannot 
turn its back on a situation 
like this and it cannot agree 
to pay without participating. 
This is what President 
Chirac insisted on. He 
wants France and Europe to 
be acknowledged as full 
partners.” Mr. De Charette 
said. 

Mr. Chirac returned home 
on Saturday after visiting 
Syria, Israel, Palestinian 
territories, Jordan. Lebanon 
and Egypt 

Welcomed as a hero in 
Arab countries he met scep- 
ticism in Israel that Europe 
could join in the U.S. peace 
efforts. 

Mr. De Charette said he 
would brief European 
Union colleagues on the trip 
at their Monday meeting in 
Luxembourg, and Mr. 
Chirac has already written 
to the EU leaders about his 
tour. 

He repeated that the EU, 
as the main contributor of 
aid to Palestinians must 
play a role in the peace 
process. 

“Europe cannot accept 
that it is to pay without tak- 
ing part,” he said. 


Russia eyes diplomatic come-back 
in Mideast with Primakov’s visit 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Moscow will launch a 
bid Monday to recover some of the political 
clout it once wielded in the Middle East, as 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
embarks on a high-profile 
Regional tour during which he will put 
forward “new ideas” on the peace process. 
his deputy said. 

Mr. Primakov who has extensive experi- 
ence of the Arab World, is due to arrive 
Monday in Syria at the start of a seven-day 
tour which will take him on to Lebanon, 
Egypt, Israel, the autonomous Palestinian 

territories and Jordan. 

His itinerary is practically the same as 
that taken by French President Jacques 
Chirac last week and Russian experts said it 
was likely he too would be given a warm 
welcome from his Arab hosts but a cool 
reception in Israel. 

“Mr. Primakov, on the heels of Mr. 
Chirac, may encounter the same problems 
as the French president,” said the indepen- 
dent Russian daily Nezavissimaya Gazeta. 

Both France and Russia boast of their tra- 
ditional ties with the Arab World and have 
“very close, even identical” positions on the 
Middle East peace process, amoring to 
French Foreign Minister Herve De 

C Li£ t Mr. Chirac, Mr. P™J 0V 
ed to pressure Israeh Prune Master 
Benyamin Netanyahu K) return to the prin- 
ciple of "land for peace” underlying ^ 
peace process launched by die Madrid con- 
ference of October 1991. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has imposed nr * c ° 
ditions before he will implements 1995 
accord on withdrawing fcraehforc« 
the Palestinian territories and nas aiso 

rejected a militaiy pullout tom *e<M 

Heights — a condition put by Syria f y 

peace accord with Israel. 

P *«We don’t want the peace process to have 


to restart from zero each time round 
because this is counter-productive and puts 
us back years," Mr. Primakov said last 
week. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Viktor 
Posovalyuk said that to break the deadlock. 
Mr. Primakov would outline “new ideas 
and proposals” which “will be anything but 
of a routine nature or cliches”. 

In particular. Mr. Primakov will put for- 
ward “practical proposals" to revive the 
Israeti-Syrian talks on ice since February, 
said Russian ambassador in Damascus 
Viktor Gogitidze. 

However, no details of these proposals 
were available and privately Russian diplo- 
mats admitted they were not expecting any 
miracles. 

Hopes for the success of Mr. Primakov’s 
tour can only be “moderate” because it is 
“extremely difficult” to get the peace 
process back on the rails, according to a 
Russian diplomat who asked to stay anony- 
mous, quoted by Interfax news agency. 

Mr. Primakov who speaks Arabic and was 
the Pravda correspondent in Cairo in the 
1970s, is however expected to use his trip to 
try to revive Russian influence in the region 
where diplomacy is currently dominated by 
the United Stares. 

Though officially, Moscow remains a co- 
sponsor of the peace process, its influence 
in the Middle East has largely evaporated 
since the collapse of the Soviet union in 
1991. 

Mr. Primakov will point to the deadlock 
in the peace process as a reason for counter- 
balancing the perceived pro-Israeli bias of 
the United States by mediators more 
favourable to Arab interests, such as Russia 
or the European Union (EU). 

“The problem is that the EU can argue 
that it is the main provider of economic aid 
to the region. 


it of ffie Israeli closure at Beit 

' million dollars a day.” 
i Israel exports a total of $400 

r million worth of goods to the 

■ Gaza Strip a year and S600 

■ million worth to the West 

I Bank, mostly in industrial 

products, an Israeli trade min- 
. isuy spokesman said 

Released 

French 

diplomat 

abducted 

again 

SANAA (AFP) — A 
French diplomat freed by 
his kidnappers was taken 
hostage again hours later by 
members of the same tribe 
Sunday while being driven 
to the Yemeni capital diplo- 
mats said. 

Serge Lefevre, an 
embassy attache, had been 
released Saturday night after 
his abduction a week ago in 
the capital, Sanaa, by mem- 
bers of the influential Jihm 
tribe. 

He spent the night in 
Maarib, where he was 
brought by the kidnappers, 
before being taken by road 
back to Sanaa, ISO kilome- 
tres to the west 
This time the Jihm tribes- 
men intercepted Mr. 
Lefevre's convoy, which 
included a police escort, 
halfway between the capital 
and Maarib. 

The tribesmen also 
grabbed three of the original 
kidnappers who had been 
turned over to police. 

The second kidnapping 
occurred in spite of the pres- 
ence of tribal leaders who 
had acted as mediators. 

“We’re back to square 
one,” a diplomat said. He 
added that this was a “com- 
plete embarrassment” for 
the authorities because they 
had announced Lefevre’s 
release Saturday night, and 
it was in all the Yemeni 
newspapers Sunday. The 
French embassy made no 
comment, although hours 
earlier a diplomat said, “we 
still haven’t seen the person 
in question get to Sanaa, but 
we are hopeful.” 

Mr. Lefevre had barely 
been in Sanaa one month 
when he was abducted Oct 
20 . 

Maarib province 

Governor Abdul Wall A1 
Shumiri told AFP after Mr. 
Lefevre’s release Saturday 
night, “the diplomat is in 
good health. He was handed 
over to the tribal mediators 
to whom the three kidnap- 
pers also gave themselves 
up.” 

The Jihm tribe initially 
seized Mr. Lefevre in order 
to pressure the government i 
to pay compensation for 
houses destroyed during 
floods in January. The tribe i 

was also demanding a big- i 

ger share of administrative < 

posts and sought to press its i 

case in a land dispute with i 

the central government 
But Mr. Shumiri said that ( 

under pressure from the J 

authorities, the kidnappers 1 

had dropped all claims ] 

except a demand for a guar- \ 

antee that they would not v 

face prosecution if they c 

released Mr. Lefevre and i 

that fellow tribesmen impii- c 

rated in die kidnapping of a I 

U.S. diplomat three years ii 

ago would be pardoned. 2 


TOUTAKHON. Afghanistan 
(Agencies') — Anti-Taleban 
forces resumed their major 
offensive on a key pass lead- 
ing to Kabul Sunday, as 
senior military officers loyal 
to northern warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum dismissed 
Taleban claims of military 
gains. 

Fighting at the Deh Sabz 
Pass, 25 kilometres northeast 
of the capital, started at 6:00 
ami. (0130 GMT) Sunday, 
said commander Said Akbar. 
an officer in the ex -govern- 
ment forces led by .Ahmad 
Shah Masood. 

The pass lies on the strate- 
gically crucial new road 
which runs north from Kabul. 

Three hours later, intense 
artillery, rocket and tank fire 
toward Taleban positions 
could still be heard. 

In Kabul, residents of die 
shattered capital awoke to the 
thud of bombs and staccato 
bursts of anti-aircraft fire 
mixed with the wailful sound 
of Koran recitations. 

The early morning bomb- 
ing raids that coincided with 
the dawn prayers of devout 
Muslims followed at least 
two bombing raids late on 
Saturday. 

Anti-Taleban forces 
arrayed north of Kabul said 
the fighter jets belonged to 
General Dostum. 

The Taleban retaliated with 
a bombing raid north of the 
capital on Jabal os-Saroj. the 
headquarters of Mr. 
Massood. 

One Taleban bomb 
smashed into a home on the 
edge of Jabal os-Siraj that 
left several people wounded, 
including a 60-year-old 


women who was returning 
home when the bomb hit. 

“What have I done. . .Let 
them fight their own war." 
said Ghulam Nabi returning 
home with a handful ol 
grapes for the wounded 
woman who lay on a blanket 
waiting for treaiment. 

"Why are they bringing it 
into my house?" he asked. 
"Why are they bringing it 
into my house." 

In Kabul, one of the bombs 
hit a park leaving a four- 
metre crater. The concussion 
shattered windows and left 
metal awnings twisted. 

Residents in the area swept 
away the glass. Some 
removed a tree, which the 
bomb had split, to use as fire- 
wood. Black-turbaned 

Taleban fighters, earning 
assault rifles, surveyed the 
damage. 

A second bomb nit the 
combined military and civil- 
ian airport on the northwest- 
ern edge of the city, witness- 
es said. 

The airport is still open and 
just one hour after the anti- 
aircraft fire ended a domestic 
aircraft landed. 

The Taleban army of for- 
mer religious students control 
roughly two-thirds of 
Afghanistan and say they are 
extending their rule in parts 
of western Afghanistan pre- 
viously run by Gen. Dostum. 

However. Gen. Dostums 
spokesman in northern 
Mazar-e-Sharif, denied the 
claim saying two strategic 
northwestern Afghan 

provinces of Badghis and 
Faryab remained in Gen. 
Dostum's control. 

“It’s not true that the 


Taleban have control ol 
Badghis province." said a 
spokesman known only a> 
Gen. Yousef. 

He said Gen. Dostum’s sol- 
diers battled the Taleban. 
who briefly took control of 
the Badghiv provincial capi- 
tal. but were later ousted. 

"The capital is firmly in 
Dostum's hands." he said. 

.And north of Kabul, w here 
the major frontline is located, 
there were reports that the 
anti-Taleban alliance 

launched a fresh wave of 
fighting around Hussein Kol 
about 20 kilometres north of 
the capital. 

Mr. Massood 's spokesman. 
Dr. Abdullah, said they had 
taken control of some key 
hills overlooking the capital. 
That claim could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

Since the Taleban entered 
Kabul on Sept. 27 most of the 
fighting has been waged 
north of Kabul, where troop* 
commanded by the anti- 
Taleban alliance are dug in. 

Gen. Dostum commands 
the second largest fighting 
force after the Taleban. His 
soldiers, many of whom are 
former conscripts in the com- 
munist army; are well-armed 
well-trained. 

They have a reputation for 
ferocious fighting. 

Gen. Dostum's fleet of two 
dozen aircraft is probably 
greater than the Taleban. 

Mr. Massood also is 
believed to have four jets that 
he removed from the military- 
air base at Baghram. 50 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul before 
the Taleban invaded last 
month. 


6 said held for Dhahran blast 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
Saudi authorities have 
arrested three Saudis and 
three Shiite Muslim Arabs 
suspected of carrying out a 
truck bombing that killed 1 9 
U.S. airmen in the city of 
Dhahran in June, western 
diplomats said Sunday. 

The three Saudis, two 
Kuwaitis and a Lebanese 
man were arrested in 
August and the authorities 
were expected to disclose 
their identities in the next 
few weeks after they com- 
plete their investigation, the 
diplomats said. 

At least some of the six 
suspects fought in the war 
in Afghanistan, said the 
diplomats who were inter- 
viewed by telephone from 
Dubai and asked to remain 
anonymous. They did not 
say whether the three 
Saudis were also Shiite 
Muslims. 

Saudi officials have said 
they have questioned peo- 
ple- about the bombing but 
have not announced any 
arrests. 

The Kuwaiti authorities 
helped Saudi Arabia arrest 
the two Kuwpiti suspects 
and Yemen was also 
involved in the investiga- 
tion after some of the sus- 
pects took refuge there, the 
diplomats said. 

Arab diplomats said the 
Yemeni authorities recently 


handed over an unspecified 
number of Saudis who had 
served in Afghanistan. 

A truck bomb killed 19 
U.S. airmen and wounded 
hundreds of other people 
when it exploded June 25 
outside a military dormitoiy 
at King Abdul Aziz Air 
Base in the eastern Gulf 
coast city of Dhahran. 

U.S. military officials said 
the bomb estimated at 
around 2.270 kilogrammes 
of explosives was so power- 
ful it must have been the 
work of an international ter- 
rorist organisation rather 
than Saudi dissidents. 

U.S. embassy officials in 
Saudi Arabia would not say 
Tuesday whether the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), which 
conducted the investigation 
Myth the Saudi authorities, 
has been allowed to inter- 
view the suspects. 

The FBI had complained 
it had not been allowed to 
question four militants who 
were beheaded in may for a 
carbombing that killed five 
Americans and two Indians 
at a U.S. army training cen- 
tre in Riyadh on Nov."l3. 

AH four were Saudis, 
including three who had 
received military training in 
Afghanistan. Saudi Arabia 
encouraged its citizens to 
fight a “holy war” in 
Afghanistan after the 1979 


invasion by the former 
Soviet Union. 

Both the June and 
November bombings were 
claimed by militant groups 
demanding the departure of 
U.S. troops from the king- 
dom. 

In the wake of the bomb- 
ings. the 6,000 U.S. and 
allie' military personnel in 
Saudi Arabia have moved to 
more secure facilities in the 
kingdom, while security has 
been boosted around other 
U.S. military installations in 
the Gulf. 

In August, Saudi opposi- 
tion members in London 
said that six Saudi militants 
had confessed io the bomb- 
ing. Saudi officials in 
Washington denied this and 
other reports of arrests, but 
said many people were 
being questioned. 

Saudi Shiite Muslim 
opposition groups in exile 
in the last few months have 
alleged hundreds of their 
minority community, 
including religious leaders, 
were being detained in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Last week a London- 
based group calling itself 
the Observatory of the 
Islamic Press accused the 
Yemeni authorities of hav- 
ing handed over former 
Afghan fighters to Saudi 
Arabia. 


Cimunriser sued for 
$2 minion for bod cat 

TEL AVIV i AFP) — A 
Jewish circumciscr who cut a 
little too deep on an kraefr 
baby has ham sued for $2 
million in damages by & 
child* parents, the daily 
Yudux Aharonot reparsed 
Sunday. The parents s£d the 
ciratmciser, in an operation 
five years ago. miscut 
removing i he baby's fcnsfc& 
and cut off the lop thud of% 
fvnis, the paper said. Tht: 
parents rushed their chikf ib 
hospii.il io attempt a 
but it failed They arc soi^g 
the circumciscr in u asm. m 
Haifa, north of Td Aviv, fer 
negligence resulting in 
psychological damage” 
Under Jew ish tradition, boys 
are circumcised eight days 
after their birth, usually by a 
"mulid." a professional itfi- 
gious circumciscr. Many sec* 
ufar families have the opera- 
tion performed in hospital. 

Drug-inspired Lennon 
drawings unearthed 

LONDON < R i — The man 
\\ ho introduced John Lennon 
to Yoko Ono is reported to 
have found a collection of - 
drug- fuelled drawings done; 
by the late Beaties star on a 
"magical mystery tour” tear- 
Irish islanJ he wanted u buy 
The drawings, discovered by 
singer Marianne Faithful!? 
former husband Jobs 
Dunbar, could be worth up to 
£100.000 ($160,000). auc- 
tion expens say . Mr. Dunbat 
speaking to the Sunday 
Telegraph, said he discov- 
ered the drawings i aside a 
jotter he took on a trip m 
Ireland with Lennon in die 
late sixties. “I cannot believe 
it — most of John's drawings 
are frightful." Mr. Dunbar 
told the paper. Dunbar said 
they went to Ireland after 
spotting an advertisement 
offering the tiny island of 
Domish Beg off the west 
coast for sale at just £1.000 
($ 1 .500). He said the two had 
taken the drug LSD. ”1 bad 
taken ii first as early as 1963 
whereas John had only 
recently started so I think he 
was probably more affected 
by iL" he added. "When we 
got there. John sat down and 
started drawing." Me 
Dunbar told the paper, 
Lennon, shot dead outside 
his New York apartment in 
1980. bought the island hut 
eventually gave il away. 

Police and firemen 
for hire 


H< 




10 Jordan opposition parties visit 
Syria today to ‘express solidarity’ 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A delegation 
representing opposition 
groups leaves for Damascus 
today on a visit that head of 
the delegation, Yaquob 
Zayyadin, said aims at 
expressing solidarity with 
Syria in its stalemated talks 
with Israel and looking into 
the possibilities of holding a 
meeting in Syria of Arab 
groups opposed to the nor- 
malisation of relations with 
the Jewish state. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) and the pro-Iraq 
Jordanian Socialist Arab 
Baath parties are among the 
10 opposition groups that 
wiil take pan in the visit, 
which also aims at dis- 
cussing means of improving 
inter-Arab relations, espe- 
cially the strained Syrian - 
Iraqi ties and ways of stand- 
ing up to “American and 
Zionist policies designed to 


having Arab people surren- 
der to their designs.” 

Dr. Zayyadin. secretary 
general of the Communist 
Party and president of the 
higher coordination com- 
mittee of the opposition 
groups, told the Jordan 
Times that he did not expect 
the visit to provoke the con- 
troversy that a similar mis- 
sion last year had sparked. 

In January 1995. eight 
opposition groups partici- 
pated in a visit to Syria and 
members of the delegation 
appeared on Syrian televi- 
sion criticising the 
Kingdom for signing the 
peace treaty with Israel. 

That incurred the opposi- 
tion the wrath of centrists 
political parties and the 
government, which threat- 
ened to take the opposition 
parties to court on charges 
of violating the political 
parties law. The law bans 
parties from having finan- 
cial and organisational ties 


with foreign countries or 
groups. 

The controversy ended 
when then-Minister of 
Interior Salameh Hammad 
held a meeting with the 23 
registered parries in the 
Kingdom and stressed that 
no party will be allowed to 
violate the law. The opposi- 
tion groups explained then 
that their position was “mis- 
represented.” 

*This time, Jordanian- 
Syrian relations are better ” 
said Dr. Zayyadin. who 
explained that members of 
the delegation had agreed 
that they will not criticise 
Jordan during the visit. 

“The delegation will not 
discuss Jordanian issues 
arid Syria. We discuss 
Jordanian issues in Jordan,” 
Dr. Zayyadin said, 

A government official told 
the Jordan Times that the 

(Continued on page 7) 


LONDON (AFP) — Police, 
firemen and even fire | 
engines can be hired by the 
hour to do various jobs for 
private citizens, the Sunday 
Times reported. A whole 
senes of “non essential ser- 
vices” can be rendered by 
uniformed officers who waff I 

io boost their earnings. They 
can be hired to ensure order 
at parties, guard homes or 
even empty a swimming 
pool, the paper said. Esses. 

Police in south eastern 
England admitted that its. ] 

officers could be hired far j. 

£35.40 labour S55) an horn - . I . 
“If a member of the public j 
w anted to hire a policeman to . J - 
watch his house overnight. ! - . 
there is a provision to do tins 
but ai a price. Each case is 
looked at on its own merits,” 
said Maureen Borehanv 
spokeswoman for the South ’.'vW 
Yorkshire Force in the north- , . 

east. The same practice goes . 

on in West Yorkshire where :\ z : ’ _ ’■ 

officers have patrolled streets. ■ \ 

round pubs after being paid :[ : 
to do so by local house own- ; ; ' 
ers. They operate at an aver- ■/ 
age rate of £35 ($54) an hunt • . , 

In the same way firemen '! _ 

prepared to hire themselvo-f .: 
pr their material our. A ps£. ;: r 
v ate citizens is thus able c" ’ 

W* for £173 ($268) a J.- 

engine and its driver. TbftX-j..: ,'. v ~ 
same fire brigade chares^ • j T 
p0 (S108) io help £ * 

locked out of their Hornes ^' 2 :■ 
J" xce Pt in an emwgency^r^ 
fhc Police Federation Jns& 'j t. *- 
expressed concern at the: v . 

trend. “\ve understand \ c. ‘ 
forces might want to geo ■ 
aie extra income. Bat tA ' 

officer joins the police at.;-. ^ 

,serve the community, twin r £v. 

someone who can afford &- -j J’- 

mre him." the deputv pnafe-'i -M ■ 
dent of the feederation 
Westwood was quoted •ii 7 *-': * ‘ r: - ; j 

saying- . V-\v. 


•• 'pun 

; 1 4H 
j : - -aid 

’’■"jyji i 

: ‘ cr i ; f« 

; -'VSh-p 
four. 
*«fc 









